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COUP?MM*! WHY? 

GUARANTEED, GENUINE WARMTH CAN BE 
ONUS WAY IN LESS THAN 24 HOURS* 



USAF Flight jacktl 

These fight jackets are 


means that <1 is the medium 


weght jacket, designed tor 


comfort in a temperature rone 


of about 20 0 to 55 °F) Look 
for the mat*> 


nude Ihf let! pnrp+l lhe 


X lT^ 1*T r^ofi mdhjrig ihffl£bei ceml 

W ■ '■ i [tfucN ff A niam 

~ ^ nlpr^nt is 100% potyester i«*i <■ to 

• the highest degree of warmth per ounce Tt**. jjlh?i is reversible; uuiidt 
C in your choice of either sage green or blue and the inside is survival 

2 orange it features: two hip pockets outside as well as mstoe, sewn pen 
^ and pencil holders plus zippered easy access storage pocket in the left 

sleeve This a snappy, convenient, warm, fully functional jacket and it 
a happens to be the latest fashion trend. 

q Specify: 

3 ■ Sage Green or Blue Shell - Regular Length Only. 

a Sizes XS. S. M. L. XL . $46.75/each. 


.SS 33353 * ■ 

"Ssssssss 

( costs more. lott y, n g »snt the 1 

Genuine mihtary^^ „ knows. tne > 

SSSi-SB 1 

l\\ the items m t and un condi* 
military ' ssu !'S f 0 safety youw yofe 

"KEffS? 

I r^.w ^ sseemhl9 !L 


□ USAF Heavyweight Flight Jacket-Type N2B 
DESIGNED FOR TEMPERATURES OF -10° TO 32° F. 


I Polyester Fiterlill 
Lining - (Maximum 
Warmth Per Ounce) - 

■ Nylon Shell - 
(Waterproof & , 
Wmdproof)^ ^ 

I ■ Shell Color ^ 
Sage Green 


I Knit Cuffs 
and Waist 


V' ^ Vv 


I Pile Line Hood - 1 

* (drapes over shoulder 
when not needed) 

■ Flap Under Zipper 
/ to Prevent 
"Cold Spots" 

■ Zippered 

* \)\ / Sleeve Pocket 

with 

x%V*^ Pencil Holder 


Sizes XS. S. M. L. XL $46.75/each. I I pjplH iQrlzpt _ Tunp MRS 

Black (nylon shell) or Camouflage (50% cotton/50% nylon ™ IU JdUI ; Cl '“P 8 ” 1DD 
shell) - Regular Length Only. In one ,orm or another, this jacket has 

Sizes XS. S. M L, XL S48.75/each. been the military workhorse for over 40 

./ , /» . years and is still going strong. 

^"L L h if„ S „ ™ 15 ' "<*l**« 15 to 3 season wear 

j i H6 j '/8j # LD dd 56 00 per l acfcBl - In wtnter you can button in the liner (see below 


# nspecial Forces Green Beret • Jaunty and 

flaring and classy - like tne professional s who wear them These are 
affldal rogutotton tacts of 100% vat dyed wool and meeting all mill 
^ tary specs Made expressly for us by the prime 

(ft govern ment confractor Also available 

| ©a** 2 **^ Ofticial headgear lor 

Z fiS 1 Airborne QuaMed (Maroon) 

O vP J R,n «* r Commandos (Black) 

Z irrlM lim ArtMery 4 Guardian Angela (Red) 

« W' —, - W Commando Orel* (Camouflage) 

j -»\ <*■ ^ Sizes-6 7/8 fo 7% 

J (Not sure of head size 7 Tell us how many inches around your head where 
< you wear your hat We lt send the right one) SI3.75/each 

I D Angle Head Flashlite- 

This is the heavy duty 

0 plastic flashlight issued to ail military units mSTIJl 

O The flashlight is waterproof, non-glare 3 nd features 4 f Iwffl 
A different lenses which can be easily installed or // O I 

* removed It can clip onto the belt or suspender for n II if J J 

*9 hands free operation, operates on 2 standard D celt 

O batteries and comes complete with a spare bulb b 
O prand new. sold in the Gl box tvV 

■ Choose: 

Olive Drab (00) green or black $6.50/each. 


The field jacket is designed tor 3 season wear 
In wtnter you can button in lhe liner (see below) 
or wear a vest or heavy sweater undet ii 

■ Lightweight Hood ~ ^ 

Concealed in Collar-^ 

■ Epaulets _ 

■ Gussetted Back ^dhsi! t 

for Freedom of 

Movement — w!/ 

■ 4 Huge 

■ Outershell " f -—-v ‘ —H 

ol 50% Conon . £ . J jj 

50% Nylon- ^ ^ "J 

Wafer & Wind ^ V 

Repellani -—.V 7 


I Drawstring Waistband 


□ Watch Cap- 
100% Wool- ^ 

■ Tight Ribbed Weave 


S6.00.each. 


Sizes: XS.S.M.L. XL 
(Send us your chest 
size for proper fit) 

Lung Length (for per¬ 
son over 6 ft tall) 

Choose: Olive Drab 
(DD) Green or Wood¬ 
land Camouflage 
(Also Black or Tan 
Commercial Mtt. to Gl 
Specs. - Reg. Length 
Only) 

i Reg Length $55.00 
j Long length$60.50 
Extra Large/ 

Long $85.00 


^ Sizes: S. M. 

Land XL. 

$87.75/each. 


MILITARY GOODS CATALOG 

1987 edition, 84 pages, loaded with 
genuine military clothing, gear and 
^equipment 

$2.00/each. Freewithorder. 


□ Commando Sweater - 


■ Tight Vteave 
Makes Sweater 
1 Wind & water 
- Repellant 


I Extra long 

!H This is the famous ill 

■0 British Comman- I iCS^WiS^tti beTcHled 3 " 

, n do Sweater (Wooly / t H De / ed 

Pully) adopted by r ! I 'I up) 

the US Military. The 

natural 100% wool fibre content makes the sweater super warm. 
Specify size: 

34. 36. 38, 40. 42. 44. 46 $47.75/eaCh. 

Choose: 1 1 Olive Drab (OD) Green Crewneck (USMC ap¬ 
proved): n Black V-Neck with epaulets and name plate area 
on breast (US Army approved); n Black Crewneck (no epau¬ 
lets or nameplate area); r Camouflage Crewneck; P Tan 
Crewneck; n Maroon Crewneck. I 

□ Commando Sweater - Commercially 4 

made - patterned after the Gi ones, these are commercially ( 
made m easy care 100% acrylic Although they are copies, they are | 
constructed surpr singly true to the all wool ones, complete with t 
sleeve and shoulder patches Choose between: Olive Drab (00) 1 
Green or Black. Specify Size: S. M. L, XL $22.75/each. I 


I Black Commando Dog Tag Set - (A Kaufman’s Ex- 

I elusive): 2 Gl stainless steel tags specialty treated to be non-glare flat 
black plus 2 black (4’' and 24") ball chains.$5.00/s«t 


A H Regulation Gl Dog Tags- 

P set ol 2 stainless steel tags and 2 stainless / 

# chains(4"and24') S3.00/each 

2 Want us to prtnt them? WE LL PRINT ANY 
O THING up to 6 lines and 15 spaces per line 

2 Printing only 51.50 per tag (S3.00/set) 


□ M65 Liner - designed to be buttoned into the M65 Field Jacket, 
these liners are lightweight, polyester-fibertilled, and very warm Order same 
size as your field jacket Sizes: XS, S. M, L, XL $19.00/each. 

□ Ranger Combat Cap-Woodland 1 

Camouflage —latest Army issue. nv^3^Tn 

This winterweight cap features lined flaps which 

can fold out to keep your ears warm and tuck into 

the hat when the weather's balmy Sizes run small v SN 

Also available In Olive Grab (00) Green. 

Sizes 7.7-1/4.7-1/2,7-3/4 S8.50/each, /tfStSSEEW** I 


:□ Drill Instructor/Smokey the 

* B63T H3t—Formally called '"-i-> .^iu ; Hal, 
this is a really fine quality pressed hMdt>e*;i 
A hat with character No one who wears it 
escaoes a nersonahtv chanae An imcnn- ' 


PLEASE. NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY 


f IDog Tag Silencers - black non vfavv Hiblict tiumj: 

tags SI .2! 






M escapes a personality change An uncon- 

trollable urge to shout orders or heap abuses. ^ 
pursue flamers or write traffic tickets Let your true 
tmmfjf*r ‘m or wistful self be heard Sizes 6-7/8 to 7-3^4 $19.75/each. 

Si .25/pair. □ Genuine Leather Chin Strap $2 oo/each. 

I Tgl □ Acorn Hat Cord (as shown) S7.75/each. 

1 (Specify color silver, gold metallic, Olack/gold, metallic, yellow, red or 

;3/^7 hgm blue) 




WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W. 42ND ST., 
NEAR TIMES SQUARE. W 

WW PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STDRE) ^ 


SHIPPING COSTS 

Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with 
each order Amounts shown include costs of postage packaging 
insurance and handling 

Orders up to SI 0 00 S3 00 

Orders from SI 0 0 1 to 20 00 3 75 

Orders from $20 01 to 35 00 4 50 

Orders from $35 01 to 50 00 5 25 

Orders from S50 01 to 70 00 6 25 

Orders trom $70 01 to 90.00 7 25 

Orders over S90 00 8 00 

Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. 


* All In-StOCk Items Orders from $50 01 to 70 00 6 25 thing you may ultimately be unhappy will 

Shipped Within 24 Hours. Orders from $70 01 to 90.00 7 25 man 's you'll see why top quality merchan 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 0rders 0vef 590 00 8 00 ( w 'l h a Customer Service Department alw; 

or Your Monev Back Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. the most value out of every dollar you spi 

ORDER TOLL FREE 1 -800.545 0933 — CALL MON-SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Tima) 


We re Not The Cheapest !f 
But Then, We re Not Trying to Se. 


For over 65 years the Kautman name has been respected tor offer¬ 
ing the finest in genuine military goods and insignia Our commit¬ 
ment to first rate service is legendary Our service policy means * 

• All in stock items are shipped no later than the next business 
day regardless of whether you pay by check, money order, credit 
card or C O.D. (There is a C 0.D lee of $4 00 in addition to the 
regular shipping) 

• Toll free telephone lines direct to our Customer Service Depart¬ 
ment We ll not only be glad to take your orders (every firm with 
an 800 number will do that) but we ll also be happy to answer 
your questions Whether you're calling to ask about our mer¬ 
chandise or the status of an order you placed, we guarantee 
friendly, courteous service 

No, we’re not the cheapest But you get what you pay for If you 
order the cheapest you may wait a long time for delivery o! some¬ 
thing you may ultimately be unhappy with If you order from Kauf¬ 
man's you'll see why top quality merchandise and first rate service 
(with a Customer Service Department always available) will squeeze 
the most value out of every dollar you spend 


ORDER TOLL FREE 1 800-545-0933 — CALL MON- SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Tima) 
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COVER: Bullets, bombs and sandbags have become a 
way of life for the people of Beirut, Lebanon. Trenches 
snake through the Green Line, a devastated no-man’s 
land that divides Christian east Beirut from Muslim west 
Beirut. Militiamen from the Lebanese Forces man this 
line on the Christian side, hoping to keep the war away 
from the civilians who try to cany on with their lives in 
the midst of a war zone. SOF’s coverage of this 
never-ending struggle begins on page 54. Photo: Dale 
Andrade 
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COMMAND 

GUIDANCE 

by Robert K. Brown 


W HILE protesters mount a non¬ 
stop vigil at the South African 
Embassy in Washington, the 
embassies of the real villains, the 
Soviet Union and its pawns, go un¬ 
noticed. Once again, the American 
public and press have picked the 
easy target to flog. 

Let’s face it, Pretoria is the cen¬ 
ter of an outdated system that re¬ 
lies on the subjugation of the 
majority by the minority. It’s a bad 
system and it should — —— 
be flung onto the trash 
heap with all the other 
outdated political sys¬ 
tems. But why pick 
only on South Africa? 

Let’s be fair. The Afri¬ 
can continent is a real 
hell-hole with plenty 
of barbaric govern¬ 
ments to choose from. 

Few countries in Afri¬ 
ca allow blacks to 
vote; there simply is j 
no vote. Since 1971, I 
Uganda has killed more than half a 
million political prisoners, Ghana 
and the Ivory Coast kicked some 
500,000 “aliens” out of their coun¬ 
tries, and Ethiopia routinely tor¬ 
tures those who speak out against 
the government, that according to 
Amnesty International. 

The list goes on and South Africa 
is near the bottom. Yet the Left 
continues to call South Africa the 
most immoral regime known to 



man. Surely they don’t want to treat 
South Africa differently than other 
totalitarian regimes in Africa be¬ 
cause they expect greater virtue 
from white people than from black 
people. 

Also compare the plight of South 
Africa with that of another human 
rights offender—the Soviet Union. 
Thirty million Soviet citizens have 
been killed by their own govern¬ 
ment, several countries have been 
invaded and political 
dissidents have been 
placed under arrest or 
sent to insane asy¬ 
lums. But the Soviets 
do it right. They have 
every intention of 
staying in power, so 
they go all the way 
when cracking down 
on dissent. 

For example, Pre¬ 
toria imprisoned Nel¬ 
son Mandela for life, 
so that he can become 
a living legend and a focus for world 
attention. Moscow would probably 
have killed him, so his only legacy 
would be in memory. His death 
would also serve as a reminder of 
the price of dissent. 

The mindless protest against 
South Africa clearly illustrates the 
thinking of liberals in America. 
They clamor at the inconsistencies 

Continued on page 99 
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MAKE ’EM PAY 

Ultimate Revenge Techniques from 
the Master Trickster 
Want to see your enemies grovel at 
your feet? The meanest man in the 
world and author of the infamousGet 
Even brings you the latest in dirty 
tricks, schemes, scams and stunts. 
Getting back at a landlord, politician, 
salesman, utility, restaurant, or 
supermarket is a cinch with over 130 
creatively nasty techniques. For 
entertainment only! 5Vfc x 8%, hard¬ 
cover, 224 pp. $14.95 


1987 MILITARY HISTORY CALENDAR 

by Raymond Lyman 

The greatest deception plan of military history, the forgotten 
role of British forces in the Korean War, and the most formida¬ 
ble operational fighter of World War II are but a few topics 
described in this 1987 Military History Calendar. Focusing on 
20th-century conflicts, thisall-new calendar highlights nearly 
ten events each month which have changed the course of 
history. Emphasizing air power, this calendar also has photos 
of massive bomb-proof submarine pens, flamethrowing tanks 
and more. Photos courtesy of theSmithsonian Institution, U.S. 
Army, U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, and the Imperial War 
Museum in London. 12 x 13, 41 photos, B&W. $8.95 



U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 



MAKING SPIES 

! A Talent Spotter’s Handbook 

by H.H.A. Cooper and Lawrence J. Redlinger 

A spy for Russia on Wall Street. Homosexuals in the NSA. An Israeli high in the Syrian 
government Russians in MI6. A Jewish Israeli in Egypt posing as a former Nazi. Is this for 
real? Absolutely. These are spies—those who seek or have access to information otherwise 
unobtainable, and plan to clandestinely steal the information for some higher authority. 
Secrets exist at all levels of society, and worldwide, spies are employed to ferret out the most 
potent of secrets. Russians in Nicaragua, Silicon Valley; Americans in Moscow, Beijing, 
Libya; Israelis in Washington, D.C., Lebanon, Russia; French spies in New Zealand. Where 
does it all begin? What kind of people are recruited as spies, and how? Such questions and 
more are answered in this authoritative study of the highly delicate and precise science of 
making spies. 5 Y 2 x 8 V 2 , hardcover, 280 pp. $16.95 


SOUTH AFRICAN 
ANTITERRORIST 
RATIONS 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs in the field 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip¬ 
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica¬ 
tions, diving, infiltration and exfiltra¬ 
tion, survival, and more. 8% x 11, 
softcover, photos, illus., 240 pp. 

$14.95 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others like they’re getting the goods on 
you with this encyclopedia of advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques. Called "possibly the most dan¬ 
gerous book," this book tells how to get any info you want 
about whomever you want—and how they (including Big 
Bro) are getting into your private info. Here are expert ways 
to secretly bug any target over 100 sources for equipment 
and superspy systems, lockpick technology, how poly¬ 
graphs and voice lie detectors can be tricked, counter¬ 
measure equipment, and much, much more. Your peace of 
mind is worth the price of this book! 8Vi x 11, softcover, 
illus., 264 pp. $30.00 


NINIA 1990 

by Scott French & Lee Lapin 
Ancient Ninja spied and foughtwith 
ancient weaponry. But you, the 
modern Ninja, have need of modern 
equipment. Electronic surveillance, 
ballistic armor, lie detector tests. 
, shooting knives, transmitters, gyro- 
jets—it's all here, right at your finger¬ 
tips. Any mission is conceivablewith 
the assistance of this arsenal of 

__ information—why be without it 

- longer? 9 x 12, hardcover, 515 
pp. $45.00 

SOUTH AFRICAN 

11 . - ANTI-TERRORIST OPERATIONS 

MANUAL 

SOUTH AFRICAN Field-tested in the harsh proving 
ANTITEiaibRlSr ground of the African bush by one of 
i m RATIONS the world’s leading anti-terrorist 
MANUAL* m orces, here is the basic reference 
■ ■ H and training guide of South African 
Ini mjlitar y units combating terrorists in 
n H South West Africa. From the routine 
I. I to the unexpected, every aspect of 
ATOPS is covered in this compre- 

..- ■ :-■■■■' hensive manual.8%x 11,softcover, 

illus-, 248 pp. $15.00 


ASSAULT PISTOLS, RIFLES AND SUBMACHINE GUNS 

by Duncan Long 

Modern military, police and civilian combat weapons— 
both foreign and domestic—are detailed in this guide to 
assault rifles, submachine guns and the new "assault 
pistols.” Practical info on how to operate and field-strip 
these weapons, factory and aftermarket accessories, 
wea pon specifications, and the ballistics for which they a re 
chambered are provided. Sneak previews of new and 
experimental firearms and trends in small arms are in¬ 
cluded. as are troubleshooting procedures, ballistic tables 
for common rounds, and a list of firearms and accessories 
manufacturers and distributors. 8V6 x 11, hardcover, photos, 
illus.. appendices, 152 pp. $19.95 


GET EVEN: 

The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi¬ 
ness, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. 5to 
x 8W, hardcover, 192 pp. $14.95 


MODERN^ 

BALLISTIC 

ARMOR] 


MODERN BALLISTIC ARMOR 
Clothing, Bomb Blankets, Shields, 
Vehicle Protection ... Everything 
You Need to Know 
by Duncan Long 

Though the “bullet-proof" vest is a 
mythical beast modern ballistic 
armor is stronger and lighter than 
ever before since the advent of the 
Kevlar fiber. With a list of manufac¬ 
turers and dealers, this book is all 
you need to put ballistic armor to 
work for you! 5Vi x 8%, softcover, 
photos, illus, 96 pp. $8.00 


1987 NINJA CALENDAR 

The deadly Ninja clings to your wall, daring you to flip 
through the months of the 1987 Ninja Calendar. You take 
the dare, for the Ninja—Harunaka Hoshino. Ashida Kim, Li 
Hsing and their henchmen—may only glare at you from 
these dramatic photos in which they are armed with their 
shuriken, swords and ancient art of ninjutsu. Accompanied 
by their equally mysterious sisters, the kunoichi, they are 
described in brief historical passages. As a modern-day 
Ninja, you will want this calendar. 12 x 13.13 photos, B&W. 

$8.95 
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RIP-OFFS 
CONS AND 
SWINDLES 

@@@ 


MONEY FOR NOTHING 
Rip-offs, Cons and Swindles 
by M. Allen Henderson 
Besieged as we are by the rip-off 
artist at every turn, how can we hope 
to avoid his so-called deals? Taken 
from the news media, the stories 
here—some amusing, some shock¬ 
ing-show the threads that run 
through every con. These scams 
have all befallen someone. Now see 
to it that they don't happen to you. 
5Vi x 8Vfc, hardcover, 200 pp. $14.95 



COMBAT AMMUNITION 
Everything You Need to Know 

by Duncan Long 

Go beyond the dealer’s shelves and make your own special 
types of ammo—ammo that can't be found anywhere else! 
Combat Ammunition explains how to create multiple pro¬ 
jectile rounds, exploding bullets, safety .slugs, armor¬ 
piercing bullets and tracers. Just as important learn which 
bullet designs do not work in combat, what bullets are best 
suited for particular situations and weapons, and how to 
safely increase the effectiveness of any caliber of weapon 
through careful ammun/tionselection. 8% x 11, hardcover, 
illus., photos, tables, charts, appendices, 136 pp. $19.95 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


SURVIVAL POACHING. . $16.95 

KEEP ’EM ALIVE: THE BODY¬ 
GUARD’S TRADE .,. $10.00 

BOUNTY HUNTER ... . $10.00 

DEAD CLIENTS DONT 

PAY ....... .......... $10.00 

SPECIAL FORCES MEDICAL 

HANDBOOK. $14.95 

SURVIVAL/FIGHTING 

KNIVES. .$14.00 

RAGNAR’S TEN BEST TRAPS ... $ 8.00 
MASTERING THE ART OF MALE 
SUPREMACY ..$ 6.95 

FIND THEM NOW! . . .$7.00 

COMBAT TRAINING OF THE 
INDIVIDUAL SOLDIER.$15.00 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE-DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

PALADIN PRESS • P.O. BOX 1307 • BOULDER, CO 80306 • (303) 443-7250 


FLIMFLAM MAN: HOW CON 

GAMES WORK . $14.95 

THE COMBAT SHOTGUN AND 
SUBMACHINE GUN $14.95 

CAREERS IN SECRET 
OPERATIONS ..$8.95 

AR-15/M16: A PRACTICAL 

GUIDE... $16.95 

SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL 
TECHNIQUES . $14.95 

NO SECOND CHANCE! 

DISARMING THE ARMED 

ASSAILANT.:.$12.00 

NINJA MIND CONTROL . $10.00 

JOY OF COLD REVENGE.$ 8.00 

I HATE YOU!. $14.95 


PALADIN PRESS 
P.O. BOX 1307- LML 
BOULDER, CO 80306 

MS Phone (303) 443-7250 


Please send me the foflowing titles: 




Till! 


Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 
1-800-824-7888; ask for Operator #249; 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Send $1.00 
for latest PALADIN CATALOG Catalog 
free with order. 



| Payment: □ Check or Money Order, □ VISA, □ MasterCard. 


-Please include 
$3.00 postage 
-and handling _ 













































C OAL WAR 

CORRECTION... 

In the article 
“Guerrilla War in the 
Hills: Mercs Come to 
Appalachia” (September 
SOF), three corrections 
are in order. First, the 
assault rifles carried by 
security guards were 
incorrectly identified. 

The weapons were 
AR-15s. Second, guards 
during the strike were 
paid $125 per day, $10 
more than reported. 

And third, according to 
one guard at the mine 
in Sidney, Kentucky, the 
countersniping 
consultant there advised 
the coal company 
against installing a 
sniper nest atop the coal 
tipple because vibrations 
from equipment in the 
structure would make 
target acquisition more 
difficult 

As to a complaint that 
Vance International was 
not afforded the chance 
for fair comment: 

Soldier of Fortune 
requested on three 
separate occasions 
interviews with 
authorized Vance 
management personnel. 
All SOF requests to 
provide the opportunity 
to confirm or deny 
information, or to 
discuss potentially 
sensitive aspects of the 
story, were denied. 

With the exception of 
the above three 
corrections, SOF stands 
by its story. 


BULLETIN 

BOARD 




B elgian 

MERCS KILLED... 

Four Belgians fighting with the mujahideen were 
killed in battle by Soviet troops, according to the 28 
June issue of Gazet Van Antwerpen , a major 
Flemish daily. Their names surfaced two months 
after their deaths when their relatives in Belgium 
were notified. 

The same story reported that “an American 
mercenary magazine has been publishing calls for 
years to financially support ... the Afghan 
resistance fighters.... A team of experts (put 
together) by this mercenary magazine has been 
active for the past few years ... and instructs the 
guerrillas in how to use modem weapons.” 

The Belgian newspaper also stated that monetary 
donations are used to buy guns and ammunition for 
various relief projects. If that article was pointing a 
finger at SOF, they missed the mark. Our efforts 
only provide non-lethal assistance. Needed items for 
Central America include boots, boot socks, web 
gear, ponchos, first aid kits, military clothing (small 
and medium sizes only,) compasses, etc. The 
Afghans need metal detectors, flak jackets and 
money. Monetary contributions are always 
welcome. Support the anti-communist movement of 
your choice: Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund, or 
the El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund. The 
address is: P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

Contributions of medical supplies and equipment, 
as well as money (all tax deductible), to help in 
Central Asia and Central America should be sent to: 
Refugee Relief International, Inc., P.O. Box 
693, Boulder, CO 80306. 
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J OIN JFK 

SF MUSEUM... 

The JFK Special Warfare 
Museum, set up to preserve and 
present the unique history and 
evolution of Special Forces, is a 
nonprofit organization surviving 
largely through the generosity of 
supporters. SOF readers may 
become museum members by 
making tax deductible contributions 
to: JFK Special Warfare 
Museum, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
70060, Ft. Bragg, NC 
28307-5000. The museum, which 
has undergone remodeling and 
organized a traveling exhibit, also 
needs artifacts concerning the 
following: UN Partisan Force, Early 
77th and 10th SFG(A), OSS Det. 
101, OSS Jedburgh, OSS OG 
Teams, Alamo Scouts, Korea- and 
Vietnam-era U.S. Rangers and 
psyops material from Korea and 
Vietnam. 



H onor 
roll. .. 

El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund 
contributors: 

Airborne Pawn & Trading, Gino 
Mancuso, Paul Harri, Richard C. 

Lewis, Leslie D. Williams, Charles 
Rine, Tom Smith, H.G. Beverage Jr., 

Joe Petta, Thomas R. McCabe, B.J. 
Lundberg, The 101st Abn. soldiers who 
lost their lives trying to keep peace in 
the Sinai. 

Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund: 
Airborne Pawn & Trading. 
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anywhere else. And you can own it 
for just $4.95—a full $35 off the reg¬ 
ular subscription price. 

As a subscriber, you’ll broaden 
your understanding of every stage 
of the war. Future videocassettes 
will arrive about one every 6 


For faster service, use your 
rial battle.. .from the streets of credit card to order and call toll 

^ Hue to Khe Sanh, where 6,000 free 1-800-CBS-4804 (in Indiana, 
Marines held off over 40,000 call 1-800-742-1200). Or mail the 
^ North Vietnamese.. .and to coupon. In return, you’ll gain an 

A Saigon, where MPs shot it out understanding of Vietnam only 

Lt. with a Vietcong suicide squad in your VCR 

the U.S. Embassy compound. can 

“The Tet Offensive” is an eye- deliver.^^ajg2i^_ 
opening experience you won’t And 


Vietnam. Never was a war 
more thoroughly examined and A 
documented. Yet cold facts \l 
don’t tell the whole story. Or 
answer the underlying ques- At 
tions. What made this war so 
different and so tough to fight? Did 
we really lose on the battlefield? 
What was it like for the fighting 
man? 

To understand Vietnam, you 
need added perspective. You need 
to see and hear it for yourself. And 
now you can. In the new videocas¬ 
sette series, The Vietnam War with 
Walter Cronkite, graphic CBS com¬ 
bat footage has been assembled to 
give you a complete picture. 

El ness it all. You’ll follow 
/ liR American soldiers into 
action from the Mekong Delta to the 
DMZ. Your first videocassette, 
“The Tet Offensive,” will show you 
the full scope of the war’s most cru- 


THE FIRST VIDEOCASSETTE IN THIS EXCLUSIVE 
COLLECTION FROM THE CBS VIDEO LIBRARY 


THE TET OFFENSIVE 
FOR JUST $4.95. i 


with subscription 


CBS VIDEO LIBRARY 


cj Dept. AG6.P.O. Box HU, Terre Haute, IN 47811 W 

? I YES, enter my subscription to THE VIETNAM WAR WITH WALTER CRONKITE under the terms described in 
?1 this ad. Send me “The Tet Offensive’' at the introductory price of $4.95, which I am paying as indicated below (fill 
K | in). Also send me future cassettes (at $39.95 plus $2.45 shipping and handling) on 10 days’ approval, with no 
8 obligation to purchase. 

q Check One: □ VHS □ BETA Check how paying: 

I □ CHECK ENCLOSED for $4.95* (future cassettes billed with shipment). VI1 

§, | □ CREDIT CARD Charge my series purchases, beginning with $4.95* for my first cassette to: V12 

! I □ American Express □ VISA □ MasterCard □ Diners Club 

1 

n> | 

\ I Account No_Expires__ 


NAME. 


.PHONE ( ). 


.STATE. 


| NOTE: All subscriptions subject to review. CBS Video Library reserves the right to reject or cancel any subscription. Offer limited 
I to continental U.S. (excluding Alaska). 'Applicable sales tax added to all orders. 
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P LOTTING 
COUP?... 

The Beirut daily 
an-Nahar charges that 
the United States is 
aiding an alleged plot to 
overthrow South 
Yemen’s pro-Soviet 
regime. Key players, 
according to the 
newspaper, are 
President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh of North Yemen 
and Ali Nasser 
Mohammed, South 
Yemen’s former 
president. Mohammed 
fled to North Yemen 
after a bloody January 
coup in which Haider 
abu-Bakr Attas declared 
himself president of the 
Arab world’s only 
avowedly Marxist 
government. 

Kheirallah Kheirallah, 
Arab affairs editor for 
an-Nahar , reported that 
U.S. Vice President 
George Bush made an 
offer of U.S. assistance 
in a coup when Bush 
visited North Yemen’s 
capital of Sana on 11 
April. He reportedly met 
with several top officials 
of North Yemen and 
Mohammed’s deposed 
government, as well as 
the “head of Saudi 
Arabia’s secret service,” 
who was not named 
Although Mohammed is 
himself a dedicated 
Marxist, he is angered 
by Soviet support of the 
coup against him. 

If North Yemen is 
helping Mohammed plot 
a coup — with or 
without U.S. assistance 
— it is interesting that 
Presidents Saleh and 
Attas met in Tripoli on 1 
July at the invitation of 
Muammar Khadaffi to 
discuss their differences. 
It was the first meeting 
of the leaders of the two 
Yemens since the 
January coup. Their 
meeting was described 
by the radical Arab 
press as “friendly.” 



Dr. de Weldon also designed the 
Marine Corps Memorial. 


K orean war 

STATUE... 

Sculptor Felix de Weldon, designer of the famed 
Iwo Jima monument near the Pentagon, has been 
commissioned to create a memorial to the United 
Nations allies of the Korean War. The Chosin Few, 
survivors of the Battle of Chosin Reservoir, 
announced a $5 million fund-raising drive to make 
the international war memorial a reality. General 
Raymond Davis, USMC (ret.), a Congressional 
Medal of Honor winner, is international campaign 
chairman and Philadelphia insurance executive 
Charles McCarren is general chairman. 

The statue will be as tall as the Iwo Jima statue 
and portray 15 soldiers of all services and races, 
including ROK servicemen. It is believed this will be 
the first time an Asian has been portrayed in a U.S. 
war memorial. Tentative dedication is set for 
December 1988. A site in the nation’s capital was 
rejected because it already contains so many 
monuments (111 at last count) Several southern 
California sites are being studied “because it’s the 
last U.S. soil seen by many of our men who never 
came home,” said McCarren. 

The three-year war claimed 54,246 American 
lives; 8,177 U.S. servicemen are still listed as MIA 
and another 389 as POWs. Private and corporate 
contributions are being solicited in the United States 
and South Korea. For further information, call one 
of the following: Charles McCarren in 
Philadelphia, (215)763-9070/636-4212; Dr. 
Felix de Weldon in Newport, Rhode Island, 
(401)847-4150; or Frank Kerr in Hull, 
Massachusetts, (617)925-1529. 



S OVIET 

S.A.L.T. SHAKER... 

While the Soviet Union continues 
to call for reductions in nuclear and 
chemical weapons, it continues to 
build them at an unprecedented 
rate. For instance, the Kremlin has 
been calling for a global ban on all 
chemical weapons since 1984. Yet 
its development and production 
capability for chemical weapons at 
the enormous Sikhany Chemical 
Warfare Proving Ground has tripled 
since 1970. The facility has been in 
operation since the 1920s and is 
probably the largest chemical 
warfare plant in the world. 





The Soviets have been using 
chemical and toxin weapons in 
Afghanistan and Southeast Asia in 
the last few years, all in violation of 
the 1925 Geneva Protocols and the 
1972 Biological and Toxin Weapons 
Convention, both of which they 
signed The Kremlin also has 
provided these weapons to other 
communist countries. This type of 
behavior should have had some 
bearing on strategic arms limitations 
talks in the past. We can only hope 
U.S. negotiators will take notice in 
the future. 


S PECIAL OPS 

AGENCY PROPOSED... 

A proposal to create a separate 
defense agency for special warfare 
units has the backing the House 
Armed Services Committee. The 
Pentagon oversight panel voted to 
create a new defense agency for 

Continued on page 94 
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The 25-Year War 


'Vni-riiu\\1iln.ii\ Hole 
in Vietnam 


The 

Gettysburg 

Campaign 
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America’s #1 Military 
Club wants you! 


A WCTOWAL HiSTOWY 


WORLD 
WAR I 


*OML 

WAR 


KOREA 


Bevin Alexander 


********** 
RICE PADDY 

GRUNT 


Tbs 

Tug of War 


WAR AS I 
KNEW IT 


JOHN M.G 
-v 0RO.VN 
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Join the Military Book Club. And take any 4 books for 98C 


with 

membership. 


I 


Here’s how the Club Plan works: You’ll get 4 books for only 98C plus shipping and handling and your FREE 
WWII MAPS when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any application. However, once ac¬ 
cepted, if you are not completely satisfied with your introductory books, return them within 10 days at our ex- 

B ense. Your membership will be cancelled and you will owe nothing. The FREE MAPS are yours to keep in any case, 
uge selection: As a Club member, you’ll have over 350 titles to choose from—a tremendous variety of the 
very best military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, illustrations 
ana maps. Many books are difficult to find anywhere else. 

How you save money: The Club offers its own complete hardbound editions 
(sometimes altered in size to fit special presses). Club editions save you up to 
30% off publishers’ hardcover edition prices. A shipping and handling charge is 
added to each shipment. 

Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you’ll receive the free Club 
magazine describing coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 4 times 
a year, you may receive offers of special Selections, always at discounts off pub¬ 
lishers' prices. If you want the featured Selection(s), do nothing-shipment will 
be made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate—or no book at all—indicate 
this on the order form and return it by the date specified. You’ll have at least 10 
days to decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you receive an unwanted 
Selection, you may return it at our expense and owe nothing. 

The choice is always yours: Your only obligation is to take just 4 books at regular 
low Club prices during the next 2 years. You may resign anytime after purchas¬ 
ing your 4 books, or continue to enjoy Club membership for as long as you like. 


TWO FULL 
COLOR 

24Vfe"x19'' WW II MAPS 

FREE 

with membership 


. Military Book Club* 

I Dept. BS-400, Garden City, NY 11535 



I Yes, please accept my membership application and send me the 4 books marked in the 
boxes below, plus my FREE WW II MAPS. Bill me only 98C plus shipping and handling for 
the 4 books. I agree to the Club Plan presented in this ad, and understand that I need 
buy just 4 more books at regular low Club prices any time I want during the next 2 years. 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 4 selections, I may return the 
books within 10 days at Club expense. My membership will be cancelled and I will owe 
nothing. No matter what I decide I may keep my FREE MAPS. 


Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers' list prices quoted above. 


+Soft cover 




1 

1_ 

Mr, 

Mrs. 

Ms. 


(phase punt) 




Aririrpce 




Apt. No_ 


Clh/ 



7tn 


If under 18. narent must sion. 

Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced from 
Canada where offer is slightly different. 

67-M071 
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L IBYA’S TERROR 
t NETWORK... 

Sirs: 

As an adjunct 
instuctor who teaches 
international terrorism at 
a good-sized university, 
as well as being a 
terrorism consultant, I 
wish to heartily 
compliment SOF and 
the reporters who 
contributed to the 
August 1986 Libya 
Special. The data 
presented on both 
Khadaffi and Jalloud 
was extremely accurate 
and to the point 
Lawrence J. 
Martines 

Flagstaff, Arizona 

Governments, as with 
people, can be known 
by their friends. The ties 
between rulers of 
Nicaragua and Libya 
were reaffirmed when 
Nicaraguan President 
Daniel Ortega 
communicated with 
Libya’s Muammar 
Khadaffi. “My brother, 
given the brutal terrorist 
action launched by the 
U.S. government against 
the people of the 
Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriyah, I wish to 
send sentiments and 
solidarity from the FSLN 
National Directorate and 
the Nicaraguan people 
and government...” 

We must protect the 
peace and security of 
this hemisphere. 

D.L. Jones 
Norfolk, Virginia 



FLAK 



H onoring our 

VIETNAM VETS... 

Sirs: 

Over the years we’ve seen increasing participation 
and a good many heartwarming expressions of 
support by women on the recognition of Vietnam 
veterans. Well, I’m one who can remember 
generous doses of TLC after having been 
“ventilated” in Vietnam. Let’s have an exchange of 
ideas on how to get behind the women’s 
monument as a means of reciprocation. 

Mel Dodge 
Willows, California 

Those interested in purchasing a miniature replica 
of the intended statue honoring women Vietnam 
vets, or in making contributions to the fund should 
contact: The Vietnam Women's Memorial Project, 
Dept SOF ‘ 511 11th Ave. South, Box 45, 
Minneapolis, MN 55415. 



M ore on 

MIAs... 

Sirs: 

It was with great interest that I 
read “Tale of Two Cities” in the 
August ’86 issue. In it, Don Kirk 
indicated that he was provided with 
imprints of three dog tags by a 
young man whom he met in Giural’s 
coffee shop. The names were: 
Strouse, Howard D.; Clements, 
Richard L.; and Rangelhoff, Roger 
A. Mr. Kirk submitted this 
information to an Army officer at 
JCRC and indicated that no reply 
has yet been received. I took it upon 
myself to respond to his inquiry. My 
review of the alphabetical computer 
printout of American servicemen 
missing in action in Southeast Asia 
failed to disclose the names of any 
of the above individuals. But a book 
containing the names of Americans 
listed on the Wall indicated that 
Howard D. Strouse was a Marine 
Corps master sergeant who died on 
6 October 1966. Although the 
names of the other two servicemen 
did not appear, there was a Richard 
B. Clements who was an Army 
private first class who died in 
October 1968. 

I hope this data is of help to you 
as I wouldn’t want Tadao Furue to 
match up the dog tags with pig 
bones and declare dead, live 
persons who had returned. 

John J. Motloy, Jr. 

Executive Director 
The Foundation for the 
Release of American POWs 
Remaining in Southeast 
Asia and for the 
Repatriation of Amerasian 
Children 
P.O. Box 339 
Islip Terrace, NY 11752 


'"Targeting 

1 KHADAFFI... 

Sirs: 

Having just received the June ’86 
issue, what can I say other than full 
marks again. I enjoyed shooting 
Khadaffi. My only regret is that the 
bodyline was missing. But it relieved 
the frustration of not being able to 
do it properly. 

Derek R. Packham 
Goose Green, Falkland 
Islands 

Continued on page 94 


8 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


NOVEMBER 86 































































REMOVE AND MAIL ENTIRE PAGE REMOVE AND MAIL ENTIRE PAGE 


liMN GW REPAIR 


MAKE MONEY! No Previous Experience Necessary! 
Start Now! 


GUNS ABE big BUSINESSI 
Gun Repair, Custom Ammo- 
Making, Sporterizing, Custom 
Stocking, Sales—all are profit 
opportunities for the gun expert. 

Now, at home in your spare time, 
you can learn thehasics you need 
to become that expert 
YOU GET IT ALL! How to buy and sell guns... 
how to repair, customize, ana accurize them... 
how to fit and finish stocks...do hand-loading... 
zero-in scopes...understand ballistics...restore 
antique firearms...use black powder weapons... 
import guns...adjust chokes...AND MUCH, 
MUCH MORE! 

HOME STUDY MAKES SENSE! Home study is 
the fast, easy way to get the training you need to 
turn your hobby into a money-making career! 
Learn from the experts—what to do and how to do 
it! 

Everything is explained in clear, concise language. 
Lessons include plenty of photos, diagrams and 
charts—everything is presented so even a begin¬ 
ner can follow ana get started FAST! Plus, all spe¬ 
cial tools and equipment you’ll need for your 
program are included. Precision gauges, fine gun¬ 
smith’s screwdrivers, honing stones, checkering 
tools—you get all this and more with your lessons! 
And you can graduate in just a few months—or 
take up to two years if you like. It’s that easy when 
you get your training the North American way. 
You set your own pace. No one rushes you...and 
no one holds you back! And, when you graduate, 
your handsome Diploma will tell the world you 
are a "Gun Pro” when you proudly display it in 
your own shop or at work. 

FIRST FOLD HERE 'JP' 



THE FIREARMS INDUSTRY 
EMPLOYS TRAINED GUN PRO¬ 
FESSIONALS! According to the 
U.S. Statistical Abstract, nunters 
spent nearly $9 billion on their 
hobby in 1980—and that figure 
has been increasing every year 
for the past 10 years! A very large 
portion of this money is spent on firearms, ammu¬ 
nition, and other gun supplies. If you want to be 
part of this growing industry, NOW is the time to 
get started towards an exciting career as a Gun 
Pro! You’ll be respected wherever shooters 
gather...you’ll be the man with the "know-how” 
on rifles, shotguns, handguns and more—the man 
they turn to tor advice—if you have the training 
you need to be successful! And you can get the 
kind of training you need for a career you’ll really 
enjoy with North American School of Firearms! 
BE A GUN PRO! START YOUR OWN BUSI¬ 
NESS! BEGIN MAKING MONEY EVEN BEFORE 
YOU GRADUATE! As a Gun Pro Trainee at North 
American, well show you how to apply for your 
Federal Firearms License. If you qualify you may 
obtain your license to buy and sell guns, ammuni¬ 
tion and accessories without inventory. This 
means you can begin making extra money almost 
immediately—while you’re still a student- 
ordering guns and supplies for others on a cost- 
plus basis. 

SEND FOR FREE FACTS! No obligation. No 
salesman will visit you. Just clip and return this ad 
to get the full story on how you can train at home 
in your spare time to be a Gun Pro! Take your first 
step TODAY towards a rewarding career with an 
exciting future! 


GUN SALES 
MEAN PRO¬ 
FITS FOR 
REPAIRMEN 




BE A GUN PRO! START 
YOUR OWN BUSINESS! 

There are more than 20 million hunters 
plus millions of target shooters, gun 
collectors and owners in the United States 
today. Now you can get the training you 
need to cash in on the money to be 
made repairing these firearms. 


WHICH OF THESE GUN-PRO 
SPECIALTIES APPEALS TO YOU? 

Gun Repair...Sales and Counseling... Custom Stocking... 
Custom Ammo-Making... Factory, Jobber Sales Team. 

NOW YOU CAN CHOOSE ONE—OR ALLI! 

A career as a Gun Pro lets you live your life the way you 
want! Whether you want to travel or be the local expert, 
consider yourself a craftsman or a consultant, you can have 
the kind of career that fits your lifestyle and still lets you 
enjoy the good things in life! If you like guns... if you want 
more out of life than a simple 9-to-5 job...if you want a 
career you can really enjoy... then DONT WAIT! 

Get started NOW training to be a Gun Pro! 

FIRST FOLD HERE 


No postage necessary when you 
mail this entire post-paid ad 


To Mail, Fold Ad in 
Following Manner 

1. Remove entire page— 
Tear or cut on dotted line 
to left. 

2. Fold page in half on 1st 
fold lines. 

3. Fold page again on 2nd 
fold lines. 

4. Tape or glue the 3 open 
sides and 

DROP IN THE MAIL 
BOX TODAY! 


Send Today! 
for FREE 
FACTS 


BEGIN MAKING MONEY 
EVEN BEFORE YOU 
GRADUATE! 


Send Today 
for FREE 
FACTS and 
COLOR 
BROCHURE 
on how you 
can turn 
your hobby 
into A 
Money- 
Making 
Career! 
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VrC f Rush me FREE FACTS and full informa- 
tion on how I can learn gun repair at 
home and become a Gun Pro. I am under no obliga¬ 
tion and no salesman will visit me. 
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It was the fall of 1984, and while I 
was training M60 machine-gun crews 
of the 3rd Infantry Brigade in San 
Miguel, I heard rumors of defective 
5.56x45mm and 7.62x51 mm NATO 
ammunition issued to the Salvadoran 
troops. The ammunition, which car¬ 
ried a headstamp at that time unknown 
to me—* ‘AAC 83’ ’—was supposedly 
popping primers and jamming 
weapons. In addition, the 7.62x51 mm 
cartridges were stamped with the 
NATO cross in circle. Where did it 
come from? 

This ammunition is starting to 
appear in small quantities at local U.S. 
gun shows. When I finally examined 
specimens in both calibers, its origin 
was immediately apparent. 

All of the 7.62mm ammunition was 
belted in links marked “M 13 J” with 
the NATO cross in circle and packed in 
U.S.-made .30-caI. ammo cans 
marked “200 CARTRIDGES 7.62 
MM M18 CARTONS 1 M62-4 M80 
LC-83F600L340 A131.” Obviously a 
further subterfuge, this information 
was of no use in determining the 
ammunitions’ origin. The 5.56mm car¬ 
tridges, however, were all packed in 
interesting 20-round, unmarked, pale 
pink cartons. But the dead giveaway in 
both calibers was a brilliant orange-red 
primer annulus, smeared over the 
primer as well. That is distinctive of 
only one country: Yugoslavia. This 
ammunition was produced at either 
the Igman arsenal in Konjice or the 
Privi Partizan arsenal in Titovo Uzice 
and obtained from the Federal 
Directorate of Supply and Procure¬ 
ment in Belgrade, Yugoslavia. But by 
whom and under what circumstances? 
Now that the dust has finally settled on 
this unsavory affair, its tale of intrigue 
and deception can be told. 

In the summer of 1983, the govern¬ 
ment of El Salvador, frustrated by the 
U.S. military bureaucracy — which 
takes seemingly forever to move sup¬ 
plies into the pipeline —signed a con¬ 
tract with Nordac Manufacturing Cor¬ 
poration of Fredericksburg, Virginia, 
for 19 million rounds of small arms 
ammunition for a total price of $4.7 
million. Nordac’s bid included 15 mil¬ 
lion rounds of 5.56mm and four mil¬ 
lion rounds of 7.62mm, together with 
15,000 ponchos, 21,000 pairs of com¬ 
bat boots, 10,000 assault packs and 
6,000 pairs of LBE suspenders. A price 
quotation for the ammunition from 
Winchester was $1 million lower, but it 
apparently did not include transporta¬ 
tion costs or the ancillary supplies. As 
U.S. foreign military sales funds were 
used, the contract signed on 15 July 
1983 stipulated that “the goods shall 
be manufactured in the United States 
of America.” 


5.56x45min NATO cartridge with 
counterfeit ‘AAC 83’ headstamp on 
top of linked belt of 7.62x51mm 
ammunition with similar counterfeit 
headstamp that includes the NATO 
cross in circle. 

Nordac first purchased about one 
million rounds of Winchester ammuni¬ 
tion from retail sources, and on 15 
September 1983 obtained a license 
from the State Department’s Office of 
Munitions Control to export ammuni¬ 
tion to El Salvador. On this license 
Nordac reported the manufacturer to 
be Winchester. 

Yugoslavia accomodated the scam 
by headstamping the cartridges with 
“AAC 83” (American Armaments 
Corporation, 1983 — a Nordac sub¬ 
sidiary). In this instance the miscreants 
paid for their maleficence. The cha¬ 
rade was exposed, Nordac went belly 
up, and their assets were sold at a gov¬ 
ernment auction. 

But the accusation lingers that the 
ammunition was defective. Was it 
true? Not at all. In both calibers the 
cases were brass; boxer primed in 
5.56mm and Berdan primed in 
7.62mm. The propellant, in both in¬ 
stances, was of the extruded IMR type, 
very similar in appearance to IMR 
4895. Charge weights were 43.5 
grains in 7.62mm and 26.2 grains in 
5.56mm (26.8 grains of 4895 will push 
a 55-grain bullet out of the muzzle at 
3,200 fps). The 7.62mm projectile was 
a 145-grain FMJ boattail with a lead 
core, while the 5.56mm bullet was of 
the M193 configuration. 

When chronographed, the 5.56mm 
ammunition averaged 3,209 fps with a 
standard deviation of only 25 fps. At 
100 meters, five-round groups consis¬ 
tently measured 2.5 MOA through an 
M16A1 rifle in new condition. This per¬ 
formance level matches and exceeds 


that of PMC, IMI and Lake City Arse¬ 
nal ammunition. I fired 400 rounds of 
the 5.56mm ball in El Salvador and 
another 200 rounds back in the United 
States. There were no stoppages of 
any kind I pumped several hundred 
rounds of the linked 7.62mm ball 
through a relatively pristine M60 
GPMG in a Salvadoran “A” camp 
near the Honduras border (see SOF, 
“When Shadows Shoot Back,” July 
’85), again without malfunctions. 

Yugoslavian weaponry and muni¬ 
tions are no novelty in El Salvador. 
The Salvadoran army employs both 
the Yugoslavian 120mm UBM 52 
mortar and the 20mm M-55 anti¬ 
aircraft gun (in essence three Hispano- 
Suiza HSS-804 20mm guns mounted 
on the HSS 630-3 towed carriage) for 
perimeter defense at Ilopango Air 
Base, along with the necessary 
Yugoslavian ammunition for these 
weapons. 

No doubt there was chicanery in the 
procurement of this 5.56mm and 
7.62mm ammunition in clear violation 
of Foreign Military Sales Fund regula¬ 
tions. However, the quality of the mer¬ 
chandise was above reproach. 

The United States government was 
not amused, however, and brought 
charges of misappropriation of foreign 
military sales funds against Nordac 
Manufacturing Corporation president 
John P. Straiton. Twenty-five other 
charges were dropped in exchange for 
Straiton’s testimony against his ex-wife 
Darlene Straiton, a former vice presi¬ 
dent and secretary of Nordac, and 
John P. Fodor, an American living in El 
Salvador. 

John Straiton has been convicted 
and is scheduled to be sentenced later 
this year. Perhaps the next time 
around, private arms contractors will 
pay attention to the law, no matter how 
good their ammo proves to be. ^ 
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ARMY - NAVY SURPLUS 


ACHTUNG! 


MARTIAL ARTS 



THROWING STARS, DARTS 


BLACK BASEBALL CAPS 


LEATHER WRIST 
BANDS 


U.S. ARMY WW1I 
MUSSETTE BAG. 
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20MM 

DUMM Y AMMO *2 
' ’ T ' ^6 for $10 
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ball, bul war commonly anaehad to 

tha ttock. Pouch holds 2 16-round 10-107BUS 
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NOTICE 


LAPEL PINS $2.50 

3 for $7 7 for $15 


US. 50-STAR FLAG 


CAMOUFLAGE 

PANCHO 


U S. NAVY PILOT'S 
SURVIVAL KNIFE 
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T-SHIRT 


JEEP 

CAPS 


AMMO UTILITY POUCH 


of 100*. aery*c Cdo. OIm Drab 

TOBACCO POUCH 


HAVE GUN 


ENGUSH METAL 


TRUCKERS 
SAFETY WALLETS 


SLEEVELESS 
CAMO T-SHIRT 


09-349 

TRESPASSERS 


S pacify flli 


ENGLISH SAS 
BERET CREST. NEW 

Tha ba mnw ii w .il by Engkah wwn 
qtadal form known n tha Spadd 
Arr Samcai 
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MERCY 

09-352 _ 
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WATCHBAND 


KNUCKLE KNIFE *16 
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Laathar Pouch *7 


ENGUSH 

PARATROOPER 

BERETCREST 

Barat cratt trrurd to all Engllth 
troopata who warn jump quafrBad. 
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WEB BELTS 
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BELTED AMMO 
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WW1 KAISER 
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GERMAN ARMY 
SINGLE AMMO 
POUCH 
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pouch during WWII 


GERMAN ARMY „ 
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At Cold Steel all we 
make is quality. But 
when you’re in the 
field you don’t need 
a knife that wins 
beauty contests, 
just one that wins. 
That’s why we’re 
introducing the 
Recon Tanto - 
All the strenth 
and sharpness of 
the original without 
the costly finish 
grinds and polishes. 
After all, beauty 
is more than 
skin deep. 



VIRGIN BRASS 
GUARD AND POMMEL 


jnvD 'varuNHA ■ 

mis mu 


OUR FAMOUS 
400 SERIES 
STAINLESS 
STEEL, RC57 


SPECIAL 

NGN-REFLECTIVE 
FINISH ON ALL 
METAL SURFACES 



PROUDLY MADE 
IN THE U.S.A. 

RECON 

Tamo 

W.K 

COMPLETE 

WITH 

SHEATH 


MASSIVELY REINFORCED, 
CHISEL GROUND 
TRIANGULAR POINT 


COLO %'7EELr 

For more information on the Recon Tanto or 
any other Cold Steel product contact a better 
dealer near you, or call 800/255-4716 (toll 
free outside CA) or 805/656-5191 (in CA). 




I WAS THERE 

by D.C. Bennett 


Mugabe’s Bloody Christmas Gift 



Intimidation of black voters in what 
was then Rhodesia was a popular 
tactic of Mugabe’s terrorist army. It 
got the votes. 

muffled explosion raised my 
brandy-soaked brain to conscious¬ 
ness. It was 0710 Christmas morning 
and I was lying in the bunkhouse of the 
Enterprise ACC (Area Coordinating 
Committee, a farmer’s self-defense 
organization) just outside Salisbury, 
Rhodesia. 

I was between jobs, and had taken 
temporary employment as a “bright 
light” (ranch security) guard over the 
holiday period. The Enterprise ACC 
was a curious organization — it pro¬ 
vided facilities for a BSAP (British 
South Africa Police) outpost, and the 
bunkhouse for its bright lights at the 
Enterprise Country Club. The BSAP 
member-in-charge served as evening 
bartender for the club. The bright lights 
and BSAP cops on call-up probably 
spent half their pay checks at the bar. 
Rhodesian farmers are nothing if not 
shrewd. 

On Christmas Eve the question of 
whether the terrorists would respect 
the recently proclaimed cease-fire was 
the subject of much discussion at the 
bar. Another topic of great interest was 
emergency medical treatment for 
trauma cases. 

Christmas morning proved the 
timeliness of our discussion on both 
counts. The explosion that woke me 
was an anti-tank land mine planted at 
the entrance to a Black African 
township. There would be many 


trauma cases to handle in the next 90 
minutes. 

The four-man police stick, along 
with a handful of bright lights, left the 
country club five minutes later. Having 
foolishly identified myself as an ex- 
LJ.S. Navy gunner’s mate, I had the 
privilege of lugging the MAG 7.62mm 
machine gun. A tense 10-minute ride 
on a mine-protected Puma truck 
brought us to the African township. 

A hideous scene awaited us. An Afri¬ 
can passenger bus had detonated the 
anti-tank land mine with its left front 
wheel, killing the driver immediately. A 
newspaper boy, both legs gone and 
lower torso ravaged, expired soon af¬ 
ter our arrival. Bundles of bloody 
newspapers littered the area. 

Our reaction stick debussed into a 
360-degree perimeter while a fire team 
did a quick sweep of a possible 
ambush site. Then all hands fell to the 
task of first aid. When the ambulances 
arrived 30 minutes later, there were 
three dead, one missing a leg, two 
missing both legs, and four others 
seriously wounded. 

The message of Mugabe’s terrorist 
army was clear: “Either we win the 
election, or the destruction will con¬ 
tinue.” The land mine was deliberately 
placed in the Black African township to 
intimidate black voters. Despite the so- 
called cease-fire, the violence con¬ 
tinued up to the day of the national 
elections.... The outcome was never 
in doubt. 

As I stood wiping the gore from my 
hands, a departing ambulance atten¬ 
dant called back: “Merry Christmas 
Yank!” ^ 
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7 am fighting to protect and maintain 
what I believe in—a democratic society , .. 
I want people to hold their heads up high 
and be proud of me for the job l did ” 


The deadliest , rarest and most valuable knife of the Vietnam War. Now available for the 
first time since the war and for the first time ever as a collector's limited edition* 


A l9-ycar-old PFC wrote these lines to his mother 
nearly twenty years ago to express why so many 
. Americans went to Vietnam. He never came home. 
He gave his life on 14 February 1966 to protect and maintain 
freedom and democracy in the fight against communism. 

You—or your father, brother, cousin, friend or neigh¬ 
bor—also may have served in Vietnam, along with two and a 
half million other Americans, in our nation's longest war. 

Now, nearly twenty years after the main buildup of 
American forces. The American Historical Foundation is 
proud to announce The Vietnam War Fighting Knife Collec¬ 
tion- It allows you to remember , and in so doing, to honor, 
these unsung American heroes. These men and women 
served, not for fame, reward or ambition, but out of a sense of 
duty. They did what our nation asked, and they did it well. 

This commemorative tribute is a lasting, tangible symbol 
by which patriotic Americans—present and future—can re¬ 
member the noble motivations and the American spirit that 
caused our countrymen to put their lives on the line. 

Deadliest, Rarest and Most Valuable 

A special military fighting knife which embodies the 
spirit of jungle combat was selected for this tribute. The knife 
selected for this Collection is the deadliest, rarest and most 
valuable edged weapon of the Vietnam War. Experts agree it 
will be highly sought after by collectors. 

It was created especially for MACV-SOG, who fought the 
mysterious, highly classified, clandestine war throughout 
Southeast Asia. Their “Special Operations” missions, veiled 
in secrecy, required “sterile” equipment that was deniable. 
This 11 " fighting knife was designed for them. Called the 
“SOG Bowie”, and sometimes “Special Forces Bowie”, it has 
become one of the top two or three military knives, by value, 
in American history. In average condition they bring $750 to 
$1,000 each. Any collection of exotic military fighting knives 
is incomplete without one. This is an opportunity to own one 
for only a fraction of the price of an original. 

Because of the importance and value of this knife, and 
because it was the only fighting knif e issued to troops in all 
four military service branches in Vietnam (SOG was a joint 
service operation), we selected it for The Vietnam War Fight¬ 
ing Knife Collection. 

First Time Since ’Nam 

This is the first time since the Vietnam War that this 
knife has been made, and it's the first time it has ever been 
made in deluxe, presentation grade. Each is benchmade in 
the United States by the Murphy Combat Knife Company, 
established in 1938 and well known for supplying knives to 


American military men. 

The first knife in the series honors the Americans who 
served in the U.S. Army in Vietnam. The combat scene, 
which is etched and selectively plated with genuine 24-karat 
gold across the mirror-polished steel blade, was created by 
B. J. Weber, a two-tour U.S. Army Ranger Vietnam Veteran. 

It permanently records an airmobile assault from UH 1 
Huey “Slicks” of a VC-held “villeV Skytroopers of this infantry 
unit fire and maneuver with their M16 rifles, M79 grenade 
launchers and M60 machine guns against “Charlie”, beneath 
a beribboned inscription. 

The gold-plated, cloisonne-enamel symbol of the U.S. 
Army proudly forms the focal point of the brown, polished, 
deluxe-leather grip, which is mounted with a mirror-polished 
crossguard, butt and slotted top nut, ail richly plated with 24- 
karat gold for lasting beauty and value. 

24-Karat Gold—Yet Battleworthy 

But the beauty isn't just skin deep. This fighting knife is 
as battleworthy as any that ever saw combat. The distinctive, 
61/4" blade is ground with two, unusual, crescent-shaped 
contours. A full quarter-inch thick, the blade is hardened and 
tempered of the finest 440-series stainless steel—strong 
enough to pierce a car door. For extra strength, the thick tang 
runs the full length of the grip, which is timed with finger 
grooves to prevent slipping in the hand in combat. It is even 
fitted with a black, 550 P-cord wrist thong. 

To display your knife, a high-quality, furniture-finished 
solid mahogany display case is available as an option. Lined 
with Vietnam-era woodland leaf-pattern camouflage, it 
measures 3" x 6 " x 14* and is mounted with brass hardware 
and a section of Vietnam Service ribbon. 

Limited Numbered Edition of 2500 

Only 2500 of each knife is being made—that’s only one 
knife for every one thousand Americans who served, to 
assure importance and value as a collectible. The limited 
edition serial number is engraved on the reverse of each 
blade, inscribed on the Certificate of Authenticity and regis¬ 
tered with The American Historical Foundation. For an addi¬ 
tional $19, we will personalize the knife for you by engraving 
your name, service serial number, dates, etc. on the blade 
reverse. 

As an added advantage, you are guaranteed the opportu¬ 
nity, without obligation, to reserve subsequent knives in this 
series with the same serial number—so you can systemati¬ 
cally acquire a complete matched set. These tributes—one to 
the Marine Corps, one to the Air Force and one to the Navy— 
will be announced to you privately, one knife at a time, in the 
months ahead. Or, you can sign up for the others now. Each 

l 
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immortalizes a different combat scene, gold etched on the 
blade. And the grip medallion, wrist thong color and grip end 
spacer colors are appropriate to the service branch honored. 

To further enhance your expertise in this field, you will 
also be made a member of The American Historical Founda¬ 
tion and receive information concerning military history and 
the history, care, display and collecting of knives, swords, 
and militaria. 

How to Reserve: Satisfaction Guaranteed 

This is available only through The American Historical 
Foundation. You may write, call, personally visit or use the 
reservation form below. Reservations will be acknowledged 
immediately. 

Whether or not you or a member of your family served in 
Vietnam, your ownership and display of The Vietnam War 
Fighting Knife Collection will show that you are proud of the 
Americans who answered the call to duty in the defense of 
freedom in Southeast Asia. 

Prompt action is suggested to secure the lowest serial 
numbers and to assure that you receive one of these collec¬ 
tor-grade, battleworthy knives, while they are available in 
this limited edition. 


RESERVATION 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 30 Days for Full Refund 
To: The American Historical Foundation 
1142 West Grace Street, Dept, 128 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: (804) 353-1812 
24-hour, 7-day toll free: <800) 368-8080 
Yes, I wish to reserve each of the following Vietnam War Fighting Knives 
with 24-karat gold plating. No shipping charges. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

-Entire Series _Army _Navy 

--Marine Corps _Air Force 

□ My deposit (or credit card authorization) of $45 is enclosed. Please 
□ charge or Q invoice the babnee doe per Krafe.. 

□ in two eqja! monthly payments. 

□ infiifl. 

□ Please also send the solid mahogany display case, at $29 each. 

□ My payment in full is enclosed ($195 per Knife; display case, add $29). 

□ Send the Engraving Form so my knife can be personalized, at $19. 

Address.... 4 ........ 


For Visa, MasterCard or American Express, please send account 
number, expiration date and signature, Virginia residents add tax 






















CAUTION! 

This man can be 
dangerous to your 
health! 



you don’t know can 
hurt you! 

Just how do you go about 
protecting yourself? 

Send $25. for our 1986 Security 
Products Catalog, an encyclo¬ 
pedia of state-of-the-art elec¬ 
tronics products and systems 
that can really protect your 
privacy! Included at no extra 
charge: the latest report entitled 
“The Business of Spying.” This 
information can save you 
money, aggravation and even 
your life. 

Sherwood Communications 
2789 Philmont Ave., Suite 108SF 
Huntingdon Valley Pa. 19006 
Phone (215) 357-9065 
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COMBAT 
WEAPONCRAFT 


by Bob McKenna 


SAS Knock-Knocks 
& Bunker Bombs 


RaMBANAYI terrorist staging 
camp in Mozambique near the Rhode¬ 
sian border was quiet The sleeping 
occupants, sentries included, were 
completely unaware of the Rhodesian 
soldiers closing in on them in the early 
morning darkness. By first light the sol¬ 
diers were in position on the start line 
300 meters from the perimeter of the 
base, waiting for a preparatory mortar 
bombardment before beginning the 
assault Precisely on time the dull thud 
of the first 81mm round leaving its tube 
four kilometers away rolled over the 
misty countryside, and the combined 
force of Rhodesian Light Infantry and 
Special Air Service troops taking part 
in the raid braced themselves. 

Round on target! The rest of the 
mortar bombs slammed into the 
enemy camp and the Rhodesians ad¬ 
vanced into the dust and smoke mark¬ 
ing the end of the bombardment 

Rifle and machine-gun fire intensi¬ 
fied as the disorganized terrorists tried 
to defend their positions, but the noise 
abated as the SAS swepl through, kill¬ 
ing or capturing virtually all of them. In 
another part of the camp complex a 
few hundred meters away, however, 
the RLI had run into problems. Un¬ 
known to the planners of the attack, 
Tanzanian army troops had moved 
into this base in Mozambique to help 
defend it from the inevitable Rhode¬ 
sian raid. Their defenses included a 
series of formidable “W”-shaped 
bunkers with thick log and earth cov¬ 
ers. Built for protection from air attack, 
these bunkers did not have firing ports 
but only a trap door at one end. Tanza- 


EXPLOSIVE 

BACKGROUND 

Bob McKenna served in the Rhode¬ 
sian Special Air Service for 10 years. 
He was awarded the Silver and Bronze 
crosses and coveted SAS Wings on 
Chest for his actions against terrorist 
forces. Jordan now works as a defense 
consultant 


nians standing in these doors killed or 
wounded several RLI troopers and 
halted the attack before going under¬ 
ground. 

The RLI lieutenant in charge of that 
part of the attack directed fire onto the 
bunkers while his men got close 
enough to throw frag and white phos¬ 
phorous grenades into the openings. 
But because of the “W” shape the 
soldiers inside were protected from all 
harmful effects. Unfortunately this was 
only discovered when an SAS NCO 
who had come over to help jumped 
down inside a supposedly cleared 
bunker and took four hits from an AK- 
47. The wounded NCO was extri¬ 
cated, and a quick pause taken to pon¬ 
der the next move. One of the bunkers 
was destroyed with a hurriedly made 
satchel charge, using spare plastic ex¬ 
plosives that had been brought along 
to deal with captured arms caches. 
That left another four bunkers to clear 
— and no more plastic. 

Recalling the Vietnam experience 
and VC bunkers, a message was sent 
to the operation’s tactical HQ across 
the border in Rhodesia, and within a 
few minutes 30 gallons of gasoline was 
on its way by helicopter. When it ar¬ 
rived, five gallons went down the 
hatch, a couple of tracer rounds ignited 
the fumes followed by a muffled 
“whoomf,” and the bunkers were 
cleared of live enemy. The only prob¬ 
lem then was trying to recover any 
material of interest to army intelligence 
out of the smouldering, smoke-filled 
fortifications. That proved difficult, and 
undoubtedly some valuable informa¬ 
tion was lost 

At the post-raid debrief, the problem 
of dealing with bunkers and similar 
structures was discussed at length. 
Obviously we could not expect to re¬ 
ceive jenycans of petrol every time we 
encountered an underground shelter. 
Besides, starting gas fires in a place that 
might contain explosives is not a good 
habit to develop. Also, the loss of in¬ 
telligence material was quite serious as 
was the time wasted waiting for fires to 
go out and smoke to clear. Tear gas 


14 SOLBIER OF FORTUNE 


NOVEMBER 86 
























LIGHTWEIGHT 

CAMOUFLAGE 

BDU 


KHillF'# 


1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD. RADCLIFF, KY 40160 

ORDER TOLL FREE! 
800 - 626-6171 

In Kentucky 502/351-1164 |g»g 

CUSTOMER SERVICE I—"I W WBjA 

* 502 / 351-1167 Sorry! No C.O.D.'a 


a RUN TO CADENCE 
CASSETTE TAPES 

Listen to these amazing new stereo cassettes 
while running or jogging and fall into step with 
the running cadences of America's finest fighting 
men. The perfect way to get back into Boot Csmp 
shape. Four selections. 

A. U.S. MARINES. 37 minutes of "The Bold 

Who Wear the Red and Gold" plus "That 01’ 
Marine Corps Spirit" and many others. 
SF07-2664 U.S. Marines.$9.97 

B. U.S ARMY AIRBORNE. "Airborne, Airborne 
All the Way". Recorded at Ft. Benning, GA. 
40 minutes. 

SF07-2665 U.S. Army Airborne.$9.97 

C. U.S ARMY RANGERS. "Rangers Lead the 

Way" and so will you when you run powered by 
40 minutes of selected Ranger cadences. 
SF07-2666 U.S. Army Rangers...$9.97 

D. U.S ARMY INFANTRY. Fait in with the 

"Lean, Green, Fighting Machine". 40 minutes. 
SF07 2663 U.S. Army Infantry.$9.97 


SNIPER 

VEIL 


No Sweatl The New Cam¬ 
ouflage Lightweight BDU 
is here. Besides being 
made of 100% rip-stop 
cotton poplin for coolness, 
it features a smaller collar 
and tabs at the shirt's 
waist for a trimmer fit. 
Traditional BDU features 
such as large bellow 
pockets and reinforce¬ 
ments remain the same. 
This is the authentic mili¬ 
tary Lightweight BDU. As 
usual you can count on 
U.S. Cavalry to offer new 
uniforms first, once they 
are officially approved for 
production. Please state 
your size from the chart 
below. Made in U.S.A. 
SF01-0795 Shirt... $29.88 
SF01-0796 Trousers $29.88 


/ Woodland cam¬ 
ouflage mesh. 
/ Comfortable blend 
/ of 50/50 cotton & 
r polyester. 20x62". 
Breaks up head sil- 
3 houette. Doubles as a 
/ camouflage neck scarf. 
1 SF05-1292...... $11.99 


NEXT TIME 


LET US WIN IT 
T-SHIRT 

Expresses sentiments 
of those of us who 
served in the Vietnam 
War. Gold T-shirt with 
black lettering over a 
red silhouette of Viet¬ 
nam. Sizes: S-M-L-XL. 


Ultra Eight product for 
the backpacker, sur- 
vivalist and covert 
operator. Float in any 
lake or cross a stream 
that you can hike, 
bike, fly, pack or climb 
your way to. Only 24 
ozs. Tapered design 
for floating level while 
fishing or maneuver¬ 
ing. Room for you, a 
camera, fishing gear 
or backpack. Double 
bottomed for durabili¬ 
ty. Easy inflation end 
complete deflation. 
Stuff sack bag doubles 
as air pump and water 
bag with snap-in 
spigot. Repair kit and 
paddles included. 
SF07-2185.... $199.95 


Inseam 
2914-32% 
2914-32% 
29%-32% 
32% " & u 
29%-32% 
32% " & u 
29%-32% 


AIR GUN COMBAT 
PISTOLS & SUPPLIES 


This is the equipment you need for survival, escape, 
police and combat training. Shoot paint pellets, not 
bullets. Make survival a game so that you will be ready 
for the real thing. 

A. SHERIDAN PISTOL. Designed for fast, straight 
shooting, quick loading and C02 retention for extended 
periods of time. Only two moving parts; easy, quick 
cleaning. See specifications below. 

SPECIFICATIONS SHERIDAN NEL-SPOT 

Overall Length ... 9.25 ins. ..11.00 ins. 

Weight. . 2.25 lbs...3 lbs. 

Trigger Pull ..... 5 lbs.5 lbs. 

Safety .Trigger Cross Block . Trigger Cross Block 

Power .12gm C02, 750 psi .. .12gm C02, 750 psi 

Pellet Feed.Gravity, 10 shot..... -Gravity, 10 shot 

Caliber .68 ins.68 ins. 

B. PAINT PELLETS. Washes out in cold water with 
'Spray and Wash" or a similar product. Bright colors 

of red, blue or yellow. 

C. C02 CARTRIDGES. 12gm, 750 psi. Flat top variety 
(crimp top not recommended). Provides the velocity 
for your paint pellets. Approximately 20 shots per 
cartridge. Five cartridges per pack. 

D. NEL-SPOT MODEL 007 PISTOL. The original! 
Enjoy fast, positive bolt action loading from a maga¬ 
zine over the barrel. Contoured grip for sure handling. 
Amazing accuracy within 50 ft. Made in the U.S.A. 
See specifications above. 

SF05-1508 Sheridan Pistol.,.$149.00 

SF05-1509 Red Paint Pellets (10 per tube).$1.99 

SF05-1510 Blue Paint Pellets <10 per tube).$1.99 

SF05-1521 Yellow Paint Pellets (10 per tube)..,. $1.99 

SF05-1511 C02 Cartridges (5 per pack)....-$2.95 

SF05-1513 Nel-Spot Pistol .$139.00 


QUIPMEi 


1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD 
RADCLIFF, KY 40160 
PHONE (502) 351-1164 


IDEAL FOR: 

• Games of Combat and Survival. 

• Military War Games and Police Training. 

• Marking Trees or Animals from the Air or 
on the Ground. 


PRICE 


m mm $wr#a yews mm su&sm?rtoti\ 


money Ham. 

ORDER |_I EXP. 

n MASTERCARD 


I CHECK 


SUBTOTAL 


• SHIPPING. 
HANDLING. 
INSURANCE 

I KENTUCKY 
RESIDENTS 
ADD 5% TAX 
TOTAL 

I H MlCAMAOA U.W) 
MtM [CAN AO AM. Ml 


CREDIT CARD NO. 


WARNINGS & SPECIAL NOTICES 
Always wear protective goggles when using an Air 
Gun Pistol. Be sure that everyone around you has on 
protective goggles covering his or her eyes. Although 
paint pellets are non-toxic, eye-strikes at close range 
are extremely painful and could cause permanent 
injury or loss of eyesight. Guns not sold to anyone 
below 18 years of age. 

Do not fire the pellets at any person or object at 
temperatures below 40°F (5°C). Pellets harden 
quickly below this temperature. 


EXP. DATE 


E. SUN/WIND/DUST GOGGLES. Official U.S. 

military issue goggles. Best quality protection for 
all outdoor uses including Air Gun gaming. Boxed 
with interchangeable clear and neutral gray lenses. 
SF05-1141.$14.95 

F. PROTECTIVE GOGGLES. Good commercial 
copy of official goggle above. Complete with inter¬ 
changeable clear, amber and green lenses. Great 
for Air Gun gaming as well. 

SF05-2512.$7.96 


Signature: 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY 


Size 

Chest 

Your Height 

XS Reg. 

29-33" 

67-71" 

S Reg. 

33-37" 

67-71" 

M Reg. 

37-41" 

67-71" 

M Long 

37-41" 

71" up 

L Reg. 

41-45" 

67-71" 

L Long 

41-45" 

71" up 

XL Reg. 

45-49" 

67-71" 









































Send jour friend on a 
world tour with 

SOLDIER 
FORTUNE 




SOFa Gmraatee of 
Satisfaction —If any 
tsrae of SOF fails to five 
«p to yow standards of 
excellence, or yon wish to 
cancel for any reason, yon 
stay do so and receive a fall 
refund for an anmatted Isaacs. 



If you've been wondering what to give your 
friend for Christmas this year—look no further. 
What could be a better gift than a years worth of 
action and adventure around the world from 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magasinc. 

Yon read SOF, yon know what it delivers—front 
line repotting the world over, award winning ac¬ 
tion photography, weapons tests and evalua¬ 
tions and much, much more. 

With this special Christmas gift offer you can 


give one-year (12 issues) of SOLDIER OF FOR¬ 
TUNE for only $22.9S. That's a savings of over 
36% off the regular one-year single copy price. 
Giving a gift subscription of SOF Is the smart 
thing to do. Not only win yon save money hut 
you'll avoid the Christmas rush. Simply fill out 
the attached order card and drop In the mall. It'S 
that easy. 

Don't miss this special gift giving opportunity. 
Send your order in today! 















grenades were considered but rejected 
because they would only be usable in 
limited circumstances. Satchel charges 
were OK, but took time to prepare and 
needed careful emplacement to pre¬ 
vent the enemy from throwing them 
back. What was required was a con¬ 
cussion charge heavy enough to affect 
enemy troops yet not cause severe 
damage to the immediate surround¬ 
ings, or provoke sympathetic detona¬ 
tion of stored demolition supplies. 

When the problem was finally de¬ 
fined, it was turned over to army ord¬ 
nance for solution. Within a few days 
they produced a splendid answer 
which became known as the “Bunker 
Bomb.” Weighing 1 kilogram (2.2 
pounds) and fused with a normal 4-5 
second grenade fuse, this device was 
simply a large concussion grenade us¬ 
ing plastic explosive as the charge. It 
was simple and effective — not only 
against bunkers, but caves, open 
trenches, buildings, vehicles, and a 
surprising number of other targets 
where a large but not devastating blast 
was needed. Created as a result of our 
experience at Rambanayi, this device 
was extensively used for the rest of the 
war. 

Another custom-made charge 
which became part of the SAS demoli¬ 
tions inventory was called the “knock- 
knock” — a handy door opener. Since 
even terrorists lock their doors, some¬ 
times a bit of extra force had to be 
applied prior to entry. Anyone who has 
tried to open locks with an assault rifle 
knows that it only works in the movies. 
Similarly, the average door does not 
usually respond to even the best aimed 
kick. 

Enter the “knock-knock.” About 
four inches long and an ounce in 
weight, this device worked on the 
shaped-charge principle to cut locks or 
hinges with a minimum of fuss and 
bother. Having decided on the door to 
be opened, the user merely exposed 
the sticky side of his “knock-knock,” 
stuck it on or near the lock, activated 
the friction ignitor and stepped aside. 
Three seconds later, boom! No lock, 
no obstruction. Just the thing for sur¬ 
prising your associates at home. 

Rhodesian ingenuity (with help from 
South African scientists) found a 
dramatic medium for expression in the 
development of anti-vehicle land 
mines. In areas of Mozambique, partic¬ 
ularly Gaza and Tete provinces, vir¬ 
tually the only vehicular traffic on the 
roads was military. Since Rhodesia- 
bound terrorists made frequent use of 
FRELIMO (Mozambique army, or 
“Freddies” as the Rhodesians called 
them) trucks, interdiction of these 
roads was an important task for 
Rhodesian special forces. 

Continued on page 84 


The holster called 
to active duty. 



Toll-Free (800)854-8545 
In California, Hawaii , Alaska 
(714) 676-5621 


The holster 
is Bianchi’s 
UM84, It’s been 
adopted by all U.S. 

Forces as the stan- 
M12 Hip Holster. 

It fits virtually all 45 and 9mm 
pistols. It’s ambidextrous. A side- 
or cross-draw, A shoulder holster 
or a belt holster that attaches easily 
with Bianchi’s Quick-Lock™ Belt 
Fastener. 

The padded ballistic-fabric 
UM84 is weather-resistant, light¬ 
weight and low maintenance. 
Notice the carefully integrated 
pistol cleaning rod. 

In all, the UM84 meets and 
exceeds the Department of 
Defense’s 44 military require¬ 
ments. We’re sure it will accom¬ 
modate yours. In Black, O.D. 
Green or Camouflage. 


Get your 
84-page, 
ull-color, 1986 
Bianchi Catalog 
by sending $2 
to Bianchi 
International, 
or get one FREE 
from your nearest 
authorized 
dealer—over 
3000 worldwide. 



BIANCHI 

Bianchi International 
100 Calle Cortez 
Temecula, CA 92390 


Protected by one or more of the following: US Patent Nos. 4,485,947; 4,485,948. Other US and foreign patents pending. 
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PACIFIC STARS AND STRIPES: 
VIETNAM FRONT PAGES. Edited 
by Hal Drake. Hugh Lauter Levin 
Associates, Inc., Dept. SOF, 236 
West 26th St., New York, NY 
10001. 1986. Hardcover. $19.95. 
Review by John Coleman. 

M OST of us recall our time in Viet¬ 
nam like an oft-read chapter in a book. 
We can remember that one chapter 
with crystal clarity, but the rest of the 
book sometimes seems pretty vague. 
What happened in Vietnam during the 
years before and after our tours seems 
to pall in comparison. 

Yet life went on and history was in 
the making, not only in Vietnam, but 
all across the world during the 20-plus 
years we meandered around South¬ 
east Asia. That’s what makes Viet¬ 
nam Front Pages a thought- 
provoking and useful reference. 

As the title states, this book is made 
up of selected front pages from the 
Pacific Stars and Stripes — often the 
only solid news source for service per¬ 
sonnel in that theater — which cover 
the period from the fall of French-held 
Dien Bien Phu in 1954 to the fall of 
Saigon in 1975. The emphasis is, of 
course, on our involvement in Vietnam 
— particularly the headlines and 
“prophesies” from our country’s lead¬ 
ers, many of which are low comedy 
when viewed in hindsight. 

“U.S. Troops Seen Out of Viet by 
’65,” came the White House report in 
1963; “Viet Victory Near,’’ says 
General Harkins, commander of U.S. 
troops in Vietnam, in 1963; “Johnson 
Denies Plan to Extend Vietnam War,” 
1964; ‘ ‘Westy Charts Path to Victory in 
Viet,” 1967 — and so it went ... 

Senior Pacific Stars and Stripes staff 
writer Hal Drake deserves high marks 
for his selections in this book; the front 
pages he chose starkly convey, as he 


wrote, “ ... the war as it approached, 
as it raged, and as it waned and died.” 

Whether you’re a Vietnam vet look¬ 
ing to put your tour into some kind of 
perspective, or just interested in an 


outstanding chronicle of the tense and 
turbulent decades following Korea, 

Vietnam Front Pages definitely de¬ 
serves a place in your library. 


ERNIE’S WAR: THE BEST OF 
ERNIE PYLE’S WORLD WAR II 
DISPATCHES. Edited with a 
biographical essay by David 
Nichols. Foreword by Studs Ter- 
kel. Random House, Dept. SOF, 
201 E. 50th St., New York, NY 
10022. $19.95, hardcover. 427 
pages. Review by James L. Pate 

Ernie Pyle should always be a 
journalistic yardstick by which war cor¬ 
respondence is measured, especially in 
this impersonal nuclear age. Granted, 
Pyle’s reportage is from a much sim¬ 
pler time. Warfare’s consequences as 
Pyle knew them before dying in battle 
changed astronomically at war’s end, 
more awful and final under The Bomb 


ERNIE’S WAR 

The Best of Ernie Pyle’s 
World Warll Dispatches 

Edited with a biographical essay by David Nichols 



than anyone at the time imagined. Yet 
Pyle’s penchant for ignoring the “big 
picture” in favor of telling a humble 
personal story “from a foxhole, look¬ 
ing up” has stood the test of time. 

Now Pyle’s words will touch millions 
of new readers. David Nichols has 
made available for the first time a col¬ 
lection of Pyle’s best wartime work. 
The author’s biography also reveals 
Pyle’s personal inner battles over im- 
potency and life on the road. War’s 
carnage appalled Pyle, who was irrep¬ 
arably torn between preserving his 
alcoholic wife’s fragile sanity and an 
unrelenting guilt he suffered whenever 
he left the front lines. 

But Pyle’s niche in the annals of war 
literature is assured by the personal 
way in which he told the timeless story 
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Tl^mUly Rullg 

MILITARY SWEATER 

100% Pure Virgin Wool. 

Shoulder & Elbow Twill reinforcing 
Patches. Used by the Army, Marines, 

Air Force, Coast Guard, and many 
other demanding users. Made to 
rigorous U.S. and British 
specifications. Sizes 34 to 46. 

The Original — Made in England. 

Only $49.95 ppd. 

Sizes 48 & 50 $52.95 

WP-200 Browntone 

DERBY TWEED New for 1985! 

Handsome Green Heather and Brown Tweed 
look is great for the outdoors and casual wear. 

WP-210, Derby Tweed $49.95 Sizes: 36 to 46 

CAMO WOOLLY PULLY® 

Registered military style pattern for the adventurous. 

Great match up with military camo BDUs. 

WP-70, Camo Woolly Pully Sizes: 36 to 46 $49.95 ppd 
Select from these styles & colors: 

CREW NECK 

WP-110, Olive Green, USMC approved 5/77 
WP-115, Olive Green, w/epaulets 
WP-120, Navy Blue 
WP-127, Navy Blue, w/epaulets 
WP-130, RAF Blue/grey 
WP-170, Black 
WP-185. Sand (T«n) 

WP-200, Brown ton e-flagg-Jook 

WP-70, Camouflage 34-50 

RANGER BOONIE HATS 

Floppy Vietnam Style Hat 
with the Short Brim . Military Fabrics. 

Made to Mil-spec design. Sizes: 7, 7V4, 7V 2 , 7 3 U. 

VRH-2, OD Boonie A 

VRH-3, Black Boonie $11 -95 ppd. 

VRH-5, Navy Blue Boonie . ^ 

VRH-7, Woodland Camo Boonie ^ 

VRH-8, Day/Desert Boonie jp-— >> 

BATTLE DRESS UTILITIES' 
BRIGADE’S RIPSTOP 
COMBAT CLOTH™ 

Lightweight, rugged, and fully reinforced for the 
toughest conditions. Exclusive 65/35 RipStop 
Poplin. Made to Army patterns for the 
but more comfortable in our all-climate 
Coats: XS(1), S(2), M(3), L(4), XL(5). 

Trousers: XS(1), S(2), M(3), L(4), XL(5) Longs in 
S, M, Lonly. 

Colors: (1) Woodland Camo (2) SWAT Black (3) 

TAC-TEAM Navy Blue (4) Urban Smoke Gray 

BRC, Combat Cloth Coat $38.95 ppd. 

BRT, Combat Cloth Trousers $38.95 ppd. 


COMMANDO JUMP SHEATH 


TM 


SIZES 

V-NECK 

SIZES 

32-50 

WP-121, Navy Blua w/epaulets 

34-46 

34-50 

WP-125, Navy Blua 

34-46 

32-50 

WP-131, USAF Blua, w/epaulets. 

32-50 

35-46 

WP-171, US Army Black, w/apaulets & patch 

32-50 

32-50 

WP-176, Black, US Naval Academy 

32-50 

34-46 

WP-180, Sand (Tan) 

34-4$ 

34-46 

34-46 

WP-190. Paat Brown, US Flah ft Wildlife Service 

32-50 


Our Exclusive Sheath provides greater wear flexibility and 
protection for your trusty edged tools. Internally lined with 
flexible-plastic, covered with water-repellent, mil-spec 
packcloth. May be carried on regular belts. Clips not incl. 
Select for 5". 8 ", 12" and 18" blades. 

Colors: (1 Camouflage, (3)Black. 

CJS5( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 5" $9.95 
CJS8( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 8” $10.95 
CJS12( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 12” $12.95 
CJS18( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 18" $14.95 
ALC-150, 2 ALICE Attaching Clips 4-pack $2.95 

WORLDWIDE SURVIVAL TOOL 

The Survival 12" Machete is a perfect choice for all 
Outdoorsmen. Every soldier should own one. Chop, dig, 
skin, cut for survival or around the home. 

MCH312, Survival Machete 12”. $9.95 ppd. 

COMMANDO WATCHBAND ™ 


Protects and conceals nighttime glow. Unique Velcro® doublelock 
band and crystal cover strap. Ideal for nightwork, hunting, and hard 
work. Measure wrist to nearest larger V 4 " mark for correct size. 

CB21 , Camo Watchband $5.95 ppd. 

Also available in OD & Black 
Type 8 nylon web Parachute Webbing, 

CB1 , Commando Watchband $5.50 ppd. 

Revolutionary design 
is multi-pocketed and 
is worn suspended 
around the neck. 

For ultra high security! Ideal for travelers, hikers, 
military personnel, children, and women. Holds 
currency, coins, keys, passport, travel 
documents, accessories. 

Closed Size: 5 3 Ux7 3 U". 

Colors: Camo, Olive Drab, Black, Navy, Tan. 

KEP-82, Trek Saf $ 12.95 ppd. 






Postpaid Shipping TOTAL ENCLOSED 



Send Check, Money Order or charge to Visa, Mastercard, Amex., 
or Diners Club. Foreign orders must request postage rates. 

Card #____ Expires:_ 

Name_ 



Send FREE Catalogue of Basics for Life Products. Address 

Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd.— city — 

266 Roswell Street (60K), Marietta GA 30060 State_ 

Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard Call [404] 428-1234 


-Zip_ 

Money Back Guarantee 


NOVEMBER 86 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 19 






















TULATIONS 


Auto-Ordnance 
is proud to sponsor Chip McCormick. 
Chip/using our 1911 .38 Super, Is the 
winner of the World Speed Shooting 
Championship -1986 Steel Challenge. 


k Set your i 
k dealer, or 
“lend 5 2.00 
for catalog. 


The Auto-Ordnance 1911A1 is the competition proven 
pistol you want to own at the price you want to pay. This 
superior pistol is hand-assembled by U.S. craftsmen, finished 
In a deep rich blue. All parts interchange with original 1911. 


Auto-Ordnance Corporation 

Box SF-11, West Hurley, N.Y. 12491 (914) 679-7225 *- 



RANGER TRADITION 


The Rogers* Rangers tradition 
of traveling with only the gear need¬ 
ed to be "light and fast" still applies 
in these days of high tech. This 
latest poster by Delta Press was 
inspired by a 1972 recruiting poster. 

Since 1 756 the Rangers have been 
America's elite fighting group. What 
does it take to graduate from Ranger 
school ? Individual skill and training, 
travel at a moments notice, and with 
little food or rest But, all Rangers 
have learned one important survival 
factor - Teamwork! Rangers are a 
functioning Unit, ready and capable 
of rapid deployment to any Hot¬ 
spot around the world. This highly 
trained volunteer unit specializes in 
night raiding and beach landings. 

Most Ranger Operations are ~ 
overt operations by highly trained 
units to any depth into enemy held 
areas for the purpose of reconnais¬ 
sance, raids, and general disruption 
of enemy operations. 

This large full-color poster (14“x 
24" ) features a Vietnam Soldier 
from the 1972 era, armed with an 
M-16 rifle. The first 850 prints are 
a Limited Edition, printed on heavy 
long lasting museum quality paper. 
Also, available in open edition, on 
poster stock and suitable for fram¬ 
ing. ( Shipped in mailing tubes ) 
No. CP-12 (open edition) . . . .$7.95 
Order No. CP-12LE ( LIMITED 
. Numbered). $29.95 


NAME 
Address 
City 


Zip 


( 88 page catalog $2.00, Free with purchase) 


i Mail to: DELTA PRESS 
I PO BOX 315 Dept S 
I EL DORADO, AR 71730 

[Call: 501-862-4772 
Visa.Mastercard Welcome 


of the combat soldier. 

A narrow path comes like a ribbon 
over a hill miles away.... Ail along this 
ribbon there is now a thin line of men. 
For four days and nights they have 
fought hard , eaten little, washed none 
and slept hardly at all Their nights 
have been violent with attack, fright, 
butchery, and their days sleepless and 
miserable with the crash of artillery .... 
Their faces are black and unshaven. 
They are young men, but the grime 
and whiskers and exhaustion make 
them look middle-aged. In their eyes 
as they pass is not hatred, not excite¬ 
ment, not despair, not the tonic of vic¬ 
tory — there is just the simple expres¬ 
sion of being here, as though they had 
been doing this forever, and nothing 
else. 

Any serious student of warfare 
would be remiss for not having this 
volume in his or her library. For even in 
the age of total war, Pyle reminds us 
that in the final analysis it is individuals 
who die. Pyle understood so well war’s 
awful necessity, and he artfully cap¬ 
tured the inescapable changes it exacts 
from people otherwise just like the guy 
next door. 

The most vivid change is the casual 
... manner in which they now talk 
about killing. They have made the 
psychological transition from the nor¬ 
mal belief that taking human life is sin¬ 
ful, over to a new professional outlook 
where killing is a craft. 

A Japanese bullet ended Pyle’s life 
on Ie Shima just off Okinawa. 20 days 
before Germany surrendered. He 
knew victory was near. Found on his 
body was a rough draft of a column he 
planned to release at war’s end. It 
stands as his personal epitaph to the 
awful finality of all war, yesterday, to¬ 
day and tomorrow: 

And so it is over.... The day that it 
had so long seemed would never come 
has come at last .... It is easy to forget 
the dead. But there are many of the 
living who have had burned into their 
brains forever the unnatural sight of 
cold dead men scattered over the hill¬ 
sides and in the ditches throughout the 
world. Dead men by mass production 
— in one county a fter another — day 
after day and year after year. Dead 
men in winter and dead men in sum¬ 
mer. Dead men in such familiar pro¬ 
miscuity that they become monoto¬ 
nous. Dead men in such monstrous 
infinity that you come almost to hate 
them. 

These are the things that you at home 
need not even try to understand To you 
at home they are columns of figures, or 
he is a near one who went away and just 
didn't come back You didn't see him 
lying so grotesque and pasty beside the 
gravel road in France. We saw him, saw 
him by the multiple thousands. Thafs 
the difference ... ^ 
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Model #817 


Model #120 


Model #108 


Model #i 


lodel #840 


Model #107 


P.O. Box 32848, Phoenix, AZ 85064 
800-445-1021 


Shxjel #111 1 *29.96 
Side Opening 
Liaver Action 
Redfor Blafck 7%' ; 


Sua^S^Vhite. Red or Black Model 08 s 1 °-°° 

Nato Military 

Model #817 ^$39.95 5 * 

jtdge Collector Series 
Brass and Hardyvood, Brushed Steel 
Lever Hunter T% " 

3 For $104.95 

Model #860 $23.95 \ 

Front Opening J 

Light Weight — Heavy Duty 
ABS Resin Grip 8’/a " 

Black or Red 
3 For $59.95 

Model #840 $10.00 

* Front Opening Price RedyaraWfcJWerstock 

Faceted "Autocamping'' Grip Black4rtSJS^T)pening 

8lack Red or Blue 8% " 1014 ’ 

*Attn. Collectors & Sportsmen: Though legal in parts form, in certain 
areas the completion of these kits may violate certain laws. Please 
check your area before ordering or assembling, as compliance with 
any such law is the purchaser's responsibly. 


The Edge Co., P.O. Box 32848-SF11,Phoenix, AZ 85064 

Before Ordering Call for A vailabilty QAA A A C f HO f 
Dealer Prices On Request ffitt HR?. O O" f C/fc 1 


Model #702 SI 0.00 

8lack Front Opening 
Man Size Grip 8 % 


Pfease Sftfp The Following Items: 

Model It _ Qty. Mo 

Model ft _ Oty. Mor 

Model If _ Qty-Mo< 

Add $1.50 Per Kit Shipping And Handling 

□ Check or Money Order Enclosed 

□ Visa/MasterCard # -.■ ~r>' ■ - 


Allow 10 Days Shipping 
Total $ 

&§£ EKp. D0t0_4r-~~ 


Address 


City _ State 

I certify that I am over 21 years of age. 


Signature 


Not available where prohibited by law. Inquire about special military and 
police waivers and discounts. 





















* 

EXCALIBUR 

ENTERPRISES 

#1 IN NIGHT VISION EQUIPMENT 



AN/PAS-4 Infrared 

$900.00 (+$15.00 UPS) 

FEATURES: 

*U.S. Military’s best active I.R. weaponsight *200yard 
range *4X optical system ‘Optional adaptors to fit 
commericial rifles 
SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Carrying case ‘Daylight 
eyeshield ‘Nicad battery • C battery *M 14/MI A 
adaptor 



AN/PVS-3A Starlight 
$1695.00 ( + $15.00 UPS) 

LOWEST PRICE MILITARY STARLIGHT SCOPE 
FEATURES: 

‘16mm First Generation Reconditioned intensifier 
-New, Improved eyepiece *4X Optical system ‘Quick 
focus sytem ‘Smallest, Lightest Military Starlight 
Scope (3 lbs.) 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Daylight filter‘Ml A/M 14 
& AR 15/M16 adaptor brackets *8atteries (Replace¬ 
ments readily available) ‘Newly designed carrying 
case 



AN/PVS-4 Starlight 

CURRENT MILITARY ISSUE STATE OFTHE ART 
FINEST UNIT AVAILABLE TODAY 


$4500.00 (+ $15.00 UPS) New w/ Factory New Image 
Intensifier (1 year wty.) 

FEATURES: 

‘25mm Second Generation intensifier ‘Muzzle flash 
protection - ABC and Manual gain control ‘Adjustable 
illuminated reticle with .223 or .306 ballistics 
‘Camera or video adaptor optional 
SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH: 

‘Night Scope and manual ‘Daylight filter *M 16 mount 
‘Lens cleaning kit ‘Carrying case ‘Batteries (Re¬ 
placements readily available) 

Excalibur Enterprises 
P.O. Box 266 
Emmaus, PA 18049 
(215) 791-5710 

Send $3.00 for complete catalog 
EXPORTERS 

Contact us for your foreign requirements. 

COMPLETE LINE OF individual and crewserved 
weaponsights. Night Vision goggles and viewers, 
Extensive Parts inventory for Both First and Second 
Generation Systems, plus reconditioning and general 
repair. 



BATTLE 

BLADES 

by Bill Bagwell 


Machete: A Tool or a Weapon? 


M EN all over the Third World seem 
to carry machetes with the same non¬ 
chalance with which Wall Street big 
shots lug briefcases. These big blades 
serve as casual social accoutrements 
for the dreadlocked Rastafarians of 
Jamaica, vital tools to African and 
Amazonian tribes, and are lethal 
weapons in the hands of many Central 
American guerrillas. The machete is 
one of the most commonly used edged 
tools in the world. In many primitive 
places, a man who walks by without 
one is considered less than a man. 

For whatever reason you may 
choose to carry a machete, it’s hard to 
beat for clearing brush and light-to- 
moderate chopping. This piece of cut¬ 
lery enjoys widespread use because it’s 
cheap regardless of size, it’s relatively 
easy to manufacture and it works well 
in its originally intended function — 
clearing brush. The cheap price makes 
machetes an especially popular tool in 
depressed Third World economies. 

Soldier of Fortune contacted Atlanta 
Cutlery (Dept. SOF, Box 839, Con¬ 
yers, GA 30207) for samples of 
machetes commonly manufactured 
and used in Central America. They re¬ 
sponded by sending three machetes 
from the largest knife manufacturer in 
Brazil — the Tramontina Company. 

The largest of the three is styled after 
the African panga pattern, a 20-inch 
blade that widens to 3 inches and 
weighs 1.5 pounds. The second one is 
a general purpose machete, a standard 
18-inch blade weighing 1 pound, 2 
ounces. The third model is what Atlan¬ 
ta Cutlery calls their bowie-style 
machete. It has a 13-inch blade with a 
clip point and weighs 10 ounces. 

All are cost effective. Consider this. 
The 20-inch machete sells for $7.95, 
the 18-inch model will set you back 
$6.50 and the 13-inch blade will nick 
you for all of $4.95. In countries in 
which poverty is the norm, cheap 
blades which serve double duty as 
effective tools and as intimidating 
weapons are bound to be popular. 

From a pure tool perspective, a 
machete cuts well for three reasons. Its 


length gives the machete wielder good 
leverage. Its ample weight, a result of 
blade width, adds strength and makes 
for a more powerful swing. Finally, the 
relative thinness of the blade affords 
superior penetration when slashing. 

What about the machete as a 
weapon? Anyone who’s seen the out¬ 
come of a social dispute in which one 
or more of the participants was 
equipped with a machete gets a lasting 
appreciation of its potential for com¬ 
bat. A man hit with a machete sustains 
a lot of damage in a hurry; the same 
qualities that make the machete so 
effective at cutting brush come into 
play when man is the target. 

But these same qualities can be a 
liability in a combat situation. Its length 
makes it cumbersome in close quar¬ 
ters, particularly in heavy brush or 
under tree limbs that grab the blade in 
mid-swing. And a machete lacks the 
quickness and maneuverability of a 
first-rate fighting knife. The length that 
can be such an.advantage in some 
situations is a disadvantage in others. 

What about the specific machetes 
we acquired from Atlanta Cutlery? All 
three Brazilian blades were made of 
straight carbon steel and were properly 
tempered. They were soft enough that 
a file would just cut them, making the 
chore of touching up the cutting edge 
relatively quick and easy. Each of the 
test machetes held its edge well 
throughout our testing, which con¬ 
sisted of clearing about a half acre of 
brush and vines. Each of the three 
machetes was fitted with a hardwood 
handle held in place by rivets which 
run through the handle and tang. 

The African-pattern machete with 
the 20-inch blade — the biggest and 
heaviest — was the most powerful of 
the three for pure slashing power. But 
the three-inch blade width gave this 
machete a tendency to turn in the 
hand. And much of its total weight of 
IV 2 pounds is in the last third of the 
blade length. These two factors made 
this machete difficult to control. This is 

Continued on page 84 
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You don’t have to be in the 
^service to appreciate a good boot. 

Thirty-mile forced 
marches, maneuvers 

EVA midsoles \ p A1 o ol rn \ t ’c 

Vibram*outsolesWBk 111 It 5 

;ee^3a^ familiar territor y 

be resoled some day. 1M tO a Company J 

that began outfitting loggers and 4 
trappers 54 years ago. t 

So we weren’t surprised I 
to hear a while back that some M 

lieutenants from Fort Lewis were 
buying our boots and dyeing them 1 
‘ ‘Why don’t you make ’ 
these in black?” they asked. 


Our 1000 denier Cordura* nylon insets have ten times the 
tensile strength of leather. And less than half the weight. 

That sounded like an order 
to us, so we had our full-grain 

sai/nf^binsulale insulation u-nr. irw-+iop fnllzir 
u rn so good be couldn 't tell bis ^WU lilCIlco uUltJr 

boots wen on fin. at the tOp (SO yOU 


can tuck your pants in), and added 


D-rings (for dress wear). 

And now we’ re even taking 


orders from raw recruits. All over 



toe country. with components proportioned to to do it in. Because chances are it’s not 

But you 're not size. And with heel wedges designed your feet that are killing 

JfgY the only people who to disperse shock. w&mk you. Chances are it’s the 

ti work with your feet. No matter what you other way around. ^ 

Think of the police, do, call Danner for the 
^ Firefighters, boots and shoes ««j 

We were tbe’ ^Bj f^^' We did, and 

ones who inventeamwaterproof 
Core- Tex™ liner seven years ago. W6 110 W OH6r 

the full range of service footwear, 
including the only walking shoes 

NOVEMBER 86 


/zr Call us for a 
free brochure or 
the name of your nearest 

k Danner dealer. 
1 - 800 - 345 - 0430 . 













THE DUTCHMAN ™ 1-800-821-5157 



DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES SOUND 5000 TIMES 
The vansieek FARFOONvv 


Receptivity plus convenient size. 
The VanSleek Farfoon combines 
the parabolic dish Sound Mirror 
of the Double Farfoon with the 
handy size of the smaller Hunters 
Ear. The result is a superior direc¬ 
tional receptor without the 
widespread large dish receptors 
which in many applications are 
cumbersome to use and trans¬ 
port. The VanSleek Farfoon uses 
the same type retrograde sound 
as the Double Farfoon. Take 
VanSleek into tight places. Enjoy 
the mirrored sound gathering not 
possible with direct receiver pro¬ 
ducts. 

The VanSleek FARFOON is the 
most sophisticated yet devel¬ 
oped of the sound devices. 


'A 


FOON 


$148 

postpaid 


THE VanSleek 
FARFOON 


Heart A Whisper 
Farther than TWO Football Fields 

NEW! 'SOUND CUT-OUT' CIRCUIT 


SWORD 
CANE J 


$148 


S y/ SILVER HEAD 

r TRI-FOIL SWORD 

SWORD CANE 

Intricately detailed Silver Eagle head. Secret 
catch unsheathes 30” high carbon steel tri-foil 
sword. Made in France. Superb quality and 
craftsmanship. Cane length 36 M . 


SWORD 

UMBRELLA 


$130 


Known to be popular with agents of fact and 
fiction. Rattan handle, large black umbrella and 
20” sword in shaft. Length 36”. 


A simple pul! on the silver-plate pommel handle 
releases six steel spikes that snap to rigid 
attention. Fashioned after medieval mace. 
Attractive yet formidable. Complex inner 
mechanism is completely concealed when 
spikes are folded down in rest position. 36” 


slickest places to 
secrete money has always been in a book. Think of how many 
books a thief would have to look through: And now you can 
hide larger things... like a gun, or a box of jewelry... many 
things. And you can carry your hidden object with you in one of 
these “Hiding Books’’. Full size book, random titles used, 
handmade, and velvet lined in red. Brand new books. With 
cover close you can't tell from any other book. The sp^ce 
inside is 5 x 8 inches. This is a top quality item. 


More than a gas mask — protects against CN and CS tear gas PLUS NBC 
{nuclear, biological, chemical). Designed in England for NATO forces and 
used worldwide by security/SWAT teams for tactical & crawl control. Heart 
of this two-piece system is a specially treated activated charcoal cloth 
mask. This expensive process produces a system up to 20 times more 
effective than granular charcoal in absorbing gasses & vapors. Mask fits 
like an envelope over your mouth and nose, attaches with adjustable elastic 
straps. Special Bolle goggles fit over mask to complete the system. 
Lightweight, compact (6-oz.) and comfortable — superior to conventional 
rubber masks — provides full field of vision, does not distort speech and 
allows use of shoulder aimed weapons. The ultimate hi-tech gear — 
replaces all existing type gas masks no matter what you use. You’ve seen 
this RF/1 system featured in numerous military/police magazines; now 
you can have your own for just $55.00 postpaid. 


Protect Your Valuables 

WITH OUR 

HIDING BOOK 
Sigoo - 

POSTPAID / 


PARALYZER TEAR GAS 

Sold at wholesale prices while 
quantities last! 

Police Model shoots 
a stream of tear gas 
18 feet. Fires 70, 
one-second blasts. 

List price $8.95 Sale 
price only $6.50 
each, or 6 for $30 










THE DUTCHMAN JffK, 1-800-821-5157 


50,000 

VOLTS! 



STUN GUN 


NOVA XR-5000 

$ 63°° POSTPAID 
FREE LEATHER HOLSTER 


The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun can protect you from 
attackers. 

STUN GUN will instantly “scramble” attacker’s ner¬ 
vous system causing immediate (temporary) paraly¬ 
sis! By simply touching your attacker anywhere he 
will drop helpless even through many layers of 
clothing. STUN GUN is not lethal and is safe to user. 
Cannot transmit shock back to you. Put 50,000 volts 
in the palm of your hand, order today. 

Because your safety may someday de¬ 
pend upon the current available from the 
battery that powers your stun gun, you 
MUST equip the NOVA with a recharge¬ 
able 9-volt Nickel-Cadmium battery. 

CHARGER & BATTERY SET 


U.S. ARMY TACTICAL 
LOAD BEARING VEST 



$16.00 



$99 


00 


POSTPAID 


m 


1st Time 
Available 
to General 


• Mil spec - replaces outdated Alice Type systems 

• Woodland camo of lightweight ballistic nylon 

• Water repellent 

• Fastex buckle closure in front 

» Type IIA parachute cord lacing for adjustable side openings 

• Velcro & snap belt loops to attach pistol belt (belt not inc.) 

• Pockets: Handle two standard mil grenades & six Ml 6 mags 
including double Ml 6 mags. All have drain holes 

• Shoulders padded w/oil/weather resistant foam covered w/nylon 

• Alice Type clips on top of shoulders attach packs 

• D rings on back attach other items 

• One size fits all - fully adjustable 

• Brand New 



Lets You See Them 
But They Can’t See You 


INFRARED GOGGLES TYPE BINOCULAR AN/PAS-5 

□ Used by U.S. forces in Viet Nam and refined by the Israeli 
Army for desert warfare and counter-terrorist campaigns. 
Our Israeli contact secured a number of these AN /PAS¬ 
S’S. They come direct from Israeli storerooms, are in ex¬ 
cellent condition and are operation-ready. 

□ Now you can see them .but they can‘t see you! You 
blend into the night - virtually INVISIBLE - yet your In¬ 
frared goggles turn night into day. Put the ultimate in 
high-tech on your side. Ideal for surveilance, hunting, 
war games, police work, survival settings, home security, 
urban patrolling.. .the applications are endless. 


INCREDIBLE 

NIGHT VISION 


□ These AN/PAS-5‘s are designed for “hands free" opera¬ 
tion, fit snug and comfortably on your head. Weight 
11-oz. Here’s what you get: 1) AN/PAS’5 infrared goggle 
binoculars 2) close-up lens assembly 3) light restriction 
caps 4) operating manual 5) mercury battery 6) high im¬ 
pact carrying case 7) infrared flashlight filter 8) infrared 
filter for car headlight, spotlight or other high intensity 
flashlights, 5 3/8“ diameter 9) MX-991 /U military angle- 
head flashlight (light source) with filters and extra bulb 
10) adjusting head strap assembly. 


ONLY $347 

POSTPAID 

□ Infrared systems can cost $$thousands. Here is your 
chance for just $347.00 postpaid to own a sophisticated 
infrared system COMPLETE with everything you need for 
operation — goggles, light source, filters, and more! 
Sorry, at these prices NO credit card or COD's. Money 
orders and bank checks ONLY for this item. 



DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR ALLOWS 
HANDS FREE USE 

Entire ActionEar DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR built 
into these comfortable earphones. True stereo 
thanks to TWO microphones. Built-in tape jack. 
Sound shut-off. High-quality earphones. Like pro¬ 
tective shooters earmuffs but so much more. Ideal 
for low profile situations and when hands-free 
operation is an absolute. $118.50 postpaid. 


Mono $165 WOLFS EARS Stereo $255 

Specifically designed for SWAT teams sweeping buildings, these Active Hearing Protectors come in two models — Mono and Stereo. 
Turn them “off” and you’ve got superior shooters earmuffs. Turn them “on,” and their top quality compression mikes sense and at¬ 
tenuate continuous OR impulse sounds that exceeds 85db’s. When sound levels are below 85db’s, WOLFS EARS act as SOUND 
AMPLIFIERS providing up to 20db gain. Comfort plus, with foam-filled ear seals, foam headpad, and adjustable, custom-fit headband. 
Battery — top of the line hearing aid type 675 (included) — and mike are built Into the earphones/muffs. Total weight just 16-oz. On I 
the range or in the field — WOLFS EARS. Mono #1020, $165.00 postpaid, Stereo (binaural) for pinpointing sources of sound #1030 
$255.00 postpaid. 



AUTHENTIC HAT 



We have the authentic INOIANA JONES™ hat. 
Now the adventure can be yours! 

Small: 6 3 /«-6 7 /» Large: 7V«-7 3 /* 

Medium: 7-7'/« X-Large: 7VWV* 

$22.50 POSTPAID 

John B. Stetson Authorized User. 

TM & © 1984. Lucasfilm Ltd. All Rights Reserved. 


The Dutchman f 

Dept. 1186 ® 

9071 Metcalf Suite 158 | 

Overland Park, KS 66212 s 


MC/VISA COD Customers 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-821-5157 
Qty. _ Item _Price 
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ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTER 




New knives from brazil 

The B&D Trading Company of 
Fair Oaks, California has introduced 
a line of new folding knives 
produced by Executive Edge of 
Brazil. Ranging from the 3V8-inch 
Junior Executive to the 10-inch 
Fazendeiro, the knives come in a 
variety of finishes. These slim, 
lightweight knives fit easily into the 
pocket and are perfect for any daily 
task. 

Apart from the slender size and 
reasonable price, the Executive Edge 
knives feature a new positive 
blade-locking mechanism called the 
Deadlock system. A sturdy steel bolt 
holds the blade locked firmly open 
and a secondary pin keeps the blade 
equally secure when closed. The 
system offers an unusual degree of 
strength and reliability for a small 
knife. Somewhat stiff at first, the 
locking mechanism becomes easier 
to operate after repeated use. 

The larger knives, the Fazendeiro 
and the Outdoorsman, are ideal for 
rugged use in the field. The smaller 
knives combine a discreet 


Turning targets 

Most gun clubs and law 
enforcement agencies require firing 
ranges for handgun training and 
competition. And most of them need 
turning targets for precise 
marksmanship training. Many 
different systems have been devised 
over the years and most of them 
work. But most depend on a 
mechanical lever and pulley system 
to move them on line, limiting the 
number of targets that may be 
operated at any one time. 

Action Target Inc., a company out 
of Provo, Utah, has designed and is 
marketing a system built to correct 
that These turning targets are 
operated by compressed air. The 
system is flexible enough to be 
modified for different applications 
and can operate any number of 
targets simultaneously. 

Action Target’s product meets the 
requirements of the National Rifle 
Association and those of other 
handgun competition organizations. 
At a recent PPG match in Provo, 
Utah, the system was installed on a 
sixteen-lane range in less than a day 
and all targets performed up to 
snuff, turning in less than four-tenths 
of a second. 

Action Target has made the range 
a more productive training 
environment while eliminating the 
old problem of inflexibility. Shooters 
can expect to see more of this 
system in the future. 


appearance and compact size, yet 
still deliver everything expected in a 
well-made pocket or pen knife. 

Prices range from $24.95 to 



Inquiries should be directed to 
Action Target Inc., Dept. SOF, 235 
South 200 West, Provo, UT 84601. 


$54.95 depending on model and 
finish. Available from the B&D 
Trading Company, Dept SOF, P.O. 
Box 1023, Fair Oaks, CA 95628. 



Tasco scope 

A low-power rifle scope for use in 
thick brush or dim light is something 
hunters have needed for years, but 
until now there hasn’t been an ideal 
optic system for those situations. 
Tasco, a Miami-based optics 
company with a reputation for 
quality and innovation, has 
produced a scope that can handle 
the job. 

The WA13.5x20, a wide angle 
shockproof, waterproof, fogproof 
scope is ideal for deer and any other 
game that might be encountered in 
densely wooded areas. Since the 
scope permits sighting without 
magnification, shooters can keep 
both eyes open, allowing for faster 
target acquisition and a quicker first 
shot at elusive game. The scope 
weighs 10.5 ounces and is 9.75 
inches long. 

For details, write Tasco, Dept 
SOF, P.O. Box 520080, Miami, FL 
33152. yr 
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PARATROOPERS WANTED! 



LOOKING FOR SOME FUN, TRAVEL AND ADVENTURE? READY TO JOIN WITH OTHER FREE 
WORLD JUMPERS IN THE CAMARADERIE OF AIRBORNE? THEN YOU'RE READY FOR THE 
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF AIRBORNE VETERANS' PARATROOPER TOUR OF TAIWAN! 

11-18 NOVEMBER 1986 

This once-in-a-lifetime opportunity will put you in the air and under the canopy with the 
Airborne Forces of the Republic of China. If you're an active, reserve or veteran military 
airborne-qualified, static-line jumper, then you'll want to stand in the door for: 

• Ground training and a static-line parachute jump from a C-119 Flying Boxcar with 
Republic of China paratroopers. 

• A free-fall/HALO jump for qualified skydivers with the ROC skydiving team — The 
Divine Dragons. 

• Your official Republic of China armed forces jump wings and certificates awarded by a 
senior member of the Chinese army. This event is officially recognized by the ROC 
government, and active duty and active reserve personnel will receive letters of authoriza¬ 
tion allowing them to wear these wings on their uniforms. 

• A ROC Veterans Association military briefing on Taiwan. 

• Banquets with Chinese army veterans, airborne staff and National Parachute Associa¬ 
tion members. 


• Official wreath-laying ceremonies at the Chiang-Kai-Shek Memorial and at the China 
Military Shrine — Taiwan's Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 




• Visits to the Chinese military academy, and airborne and special forces bases. 

This nine-day tourjncludes round-trip airfare from New York or Los Angeles and many 
connecting cities; ground transportation in the Republic; deluxe hotel accommodations 
with breakfast; all lunches and most dinners; and all military and historic tours. 

And, of course, a jump from the historic C-119 — no longer in service in the United States. 
Airborne troops are first in, last out, so don't wait! Only 100 participants can be handled 
by our Chinese hosts, so we must make this a first-come, first-served registration. You'll 
receive your complete information packet and itinerary as soon as possible, and your spot 
on a Republic of China C-119 will be guaranteed! A $250* registration fee is required and 
must accompany your form so that we can slot you on the manifest. (^Registration fee is 
refundable up until 60 days prior to the tour, or may be applied foward the 1987 tour.) 
Fill out the registration coupon below, and mail it with your cashier's check or money 
order made payable to: I.A.A.V., Suite 181 -SOF, 606 W. Barry Street, Chicago, IL 60657. 

AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY! 




Official Application: TAIWAN '86 

THE TOTAL PACKAGE INCLUDING AIR FARE AND ALL GROUND ARRANGEMENTS IS $1,759.00. A $250.00 DEPOSIT REQUIRED WITH THIS 
APPLICATION. MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: I.A.A.V. SPACE IS LIMITED T0100 JUMPERS. THE TRIP IS AVAILABLE ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS. 
MAIL TO: I.A.A.V., SUITE 181-SOF, 606 W. BARRY STREET, CHICAGO, IL 60657. 


NAMF 



Mil ITARY RRANCH 


ADDRFSS 



SFR1AI # 

RANK __ . 
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UNITS OF AIRBORNE SERVICE 
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SOF WEAPONS 


CASPIAN ARMS 



Colt Clone 
Falls Short 


Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


CASPIAN ARMS SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber 4 , ... .45 ACP (also available in 9mm Parabellum and .38 Super) 

Operation ...Short recoil, locked-breech, semiautomatic, single-action 

Feed mechanism .. s. .. .. 7-round single-line detachable box-type magazine 

Weight, empty .38.5 ounces (short slide) 

Overall length 6.75 inches (short slide) 

Barrel ^. Six-groove; right-hand twist with one turn in 16 inches 

Barrel length . ,4.25 inches (short slide) 

Height ............... 6.25 inches 

Width t,t .. 1.25 inches (including grip panels) 

Sights -- ,‘i . . . ..... Test specimen equipped with Millet fixed high-profile com¬ 

bat sights with ramped front blade and square-notch rear. 
Other sights available. 

Features .Enlarged ejection port, extended beavertail grip-safety, bev- 


Test specimen equipped with hooked trigger guard and 
finger groove. 

Stocks . ...... Wood, checkered 

Finish ..... Blue or stainless steel 

Price ...... . . $580 (as equipped for test and evaluation). 

Accessories.. . Blued or stainless spare magazines ,$15 each. Slides, frames 

and other components available separately. 

Manufacturer _ ... Caspian Arms, Dept. SOF, 14 N. Main St., Hardwick, VT 

05843. 



S O what if the U.S. Armed Forces 
adopted the Beretta 92SB-F pistol? And 
who cares if the rest of the world has been 
happy with the 9mm Parabellum cartridge 
for half a century? Colt’s Model 1911 .45 
ACP locked-breech recoil-operated master¬ 
piece will never loose its luster in the eyes of 
American pistoleros. When you lock and 
load with eight rounds of .45 ACP, that 
massive 230-grain ball ammo gives you an 
instinctive feeling that the scales are tipped 
in your favor. And confidence in one’s 
equipment plays no small role in success. 

If imitation is the highest form of flattery, 
Colt’s 75-year old fight-stopper is well 
served. There are many undisguised du¬ 
plications of the Ml911 series. One of the 
latest is from Caspian Arms. Despite its 
good looks, quality is more than skin deep. 
Is the Caspian version a quality weapon? 

One measure of any weapon is to assess 
the sum of its parts. Caspian does not take 
the shrug-the-shoulders, “parts is parts” 
attitude about its components. For example, 
before Randall and Detonics went out of 
business, Caspian Arms manufactured 
frames, slides and other components for 
both of these respected companies. Indeed, 
only a small percentage of Caspian’s busi¬ 
ness is in completed pistols. Caspian’s 
frames and slides — which are heat-treated 
prior to machining — are also highly re¬ 
garded by the pistolsmiths who customize 
models for IPSC competitors. The heat 
treatment results in less distortion and closer 
tolerances. 

But if you want to order a Caspian Arms 
.45, a wide array of optional features are 
available. The frames are machined from 
investment castings in either 4140 blued 
steel or 17-4 stainless, with or without fin¬ 
ger grooves. These can be mated to either 
short or long slides, also investment cast in 
4140 or stainless steel. There are numerous 
sight options as well. 

Combined with the standard features not 
usually available from other manufacturers, 
any Caspian Arms pistol is theoretically a 
custom job right from the factory. Our test 
specimen in 4140 blued steel was provided 
with the requested finger groove. Millet 

Caspian Arms .45 ACP pistol field stripped. 
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ABOVE AND RIGHT: Bruce Nelson fires 
the Caspian Arms .45 ACP pistol. 

sights and a short slide. Its suggested retail 
price is $580. 

The most distinctive feature of the frame, 
or receiver, is the pronounced finger groove 
and raised checkering on the front strap. It 
looks good. But it’s of questionable worth 
in a quick-draw situation. If your initial grip 
is not correct, there will be no time to cor¬ 
rect and fire accurately. This could be trou¬ 
ble for the serious shootist. 

The trigger guard has been squared and 
hooked. While worthless, this design mod¬ 
ification at least is not as potentially lethal as 
the finger groove. A correct Weaver stance 
makes no use of the trigger guard. Bruce 
Nelson, Gunsite’s first instructor and a par¬ 
ticipant in SOF’s analysis of the Caspian 
Arms .45, says high-speed photography in¬ 
dicates that the finger invariably flies off the 
trigger guard during the recoil cycle. 

The Caspian’s magazine well has been 
beveled. This is moderately useful during 
quick magazine changes. A ring-type ham¬ 
mer of the Colt Commander configuration is 
standard. There was a light patina of rust in 
its knurled grooves. I liked the flat main¬ 
spring housing, but not the poor quality of 
its checkering. We can expect better on a 
$580 pistol. 

A beavertail extended grip-safety has 
been installed above the main spring hous¬ 
ing. The design concept is correct, as ham¬ 
mer-bite is a real problem when firing hun¬ 
dreds of rounds in succession from the 
Weaver stance with the web of the hand 
placed high and tight on the frame. 

But Caspian’s execution of this design 
concept unfortunately is unsatisfactory. 
There is a quarter-inch gap between the 
frame and the grip-safety’s wings. 

Nelson predicted a new phenomenon 
called “grip-safety bite.” Until this is cor¬ 
rected, Caspian Arms should issue a tube of 
NEW-SKIN (a liquid plastic bandage com¬ 
monly used by gun school students) with 
each pistol. The standard, Colt-type thumb 

Continued on page 82 




Besides making its own pistols, like this .45 
ACP, Caspian Arms has made components 
for other noted manufacturers 



Millet fixed combat sights have the right 
configuration, but the complex white dot 
design can he confusing. 


The hooked trigger guard is neither good 
nor bad, says author. But the finger groove 
could be a deadly hindrance in a 
quick-draw situation. 



Extended heavertail grip safety with 
quarter-inch gap between the frame and the 
grip safety’s wings. 
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SOP ELECTIONS 

YOUR VOTE: 


USE IT OR LOSE IT 



N ATIONAL elections are less than a 
month away. In the United States Sen¬ 
ate, 34 of the 100 seats are up for grabs. In 
the House of Representatives, all 439 mem¬ 
bers (including four non-voting seats from 
Guam, Puerto Rico, the District of Colum¬ 
bia and the Virgin Islands) must face the 
electorate. This is a time when all responsi¬ 
ble citizens have a duty — yes, a duty — to 
themselves, to our democracy, to other free 
people and especially to those who must 
struggle forcibly against tyranny because 
they cannot vote. 

Voting, whether one considers it a right 
or a privilege, is definitely a responsibility. 
No government is any better than the sum of 
its people; usually not as good. This makes 
participation all the more important. The 
United States is the model to which all 
others look. To not vote is to vote for bad 
government. 

Taking the cynical cop-out of “my vote 
doesn’t really count’’ is a dangerous atti¬ 
tude. It’s also unrealistic. Your vote now 
counts more than ever. It’s a tribute to the 
historical architects of our nation, and those 
'who followed, that more people have been 


enfranchised than ever before. 

In the first days after independence, when 
this country was more of a republic than a 
democracy, the vote was limited to adult 
white males who owned land or paid taxes. 
In the Carolinas and Maryland, that man 
had to own a minimum of 50 acres to qualify 
as a voter; in South Carolina he also had to 
swear his belief in God and divine punish¬ 
ment. No atheists, Jews or Roman Catholics 
could hold office in New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, Connecticut or Vermont. While 
blacks partially counted in apportioning 
congressional seats in the South, only New 
Jersey gave them the vote, and they were 
disenfranchised there in 1807. 

All that has changed for the better. And 
despite the many problems that continue to 
beset our federal government, it is still the 
best. Why else do we have so much trouble 
keeping unauthorized people from sneaking 
into our country? Meanwhile communist 
and other totalitarian regimes must post 
guards and lay mine fields to keep their 
citizens in. The Berlin Wall has stood now 
for 25 years as a symbol of which type of 
government is most desirable. 


Citizenship offers numerous benefits, 
more in the United States than in any other 
country. But benefits on any level — from 
your job to citizenship—also imply respon¬ 
sibility. Benefits do not come free, despite 
what many of our liberal politicians would 
have us believe. Somebody somewhere had 
to pay, as often as not in blood. The vote is 
something thousands of our ancestors 
fought and died to win, and then to keep. 

Although the possibility seems remote in 
the comfortable affluence of our society, the 
responsibility of voting could boil down to a 
use-it-or-lose-it proposition. The late, great 
Colonel Arthur “Bull” Simons may have 
said it best: “If history is any teacher, it 
teaches that when you become indifferent 
and lose the will to fight, some other son of a 
bitch who has the will to fight will take you 
over.” 

Voting is a civilized way of fighting, 
whether it be against apathy, ignorance, 
mindless bureaucracy, or useful idiots like 
U.S. Reps. Ronald Dellums, Patricia 
Schroeder and Michael Barnes; or U.S. 
Sens. Alan Cranston and Ted Kennedy—to 
name just a few of the elected officials who 
kowtow to socialism and communist 
causes. 

Taking the vote for granted is easy. 
Staying informed on the myriad of compli¬ 
cated issues is not. Taking the responsibili¬ 
ties of citizenship seriously takes effort. 
Many people do not even know who repre¬ 
sents them in Congress. Or what the impor¬ 
tant issues are. 

Two issues which are of great importance 
to Soldier of Fortune are the congressional 
approval of the Volkmer-McClure Firearms 
Owners’ Protection Act and the more recent 
$100 million aid package to Nicaragua’s 
anti-communist rebels. The former is impor¬ 
tant because it deals directly with the private 
citizen’s Second Amendment right to keep 
and bear firearms, the latter because the vote 
was a litmus test of whether your elected 
national officials stand for or against the 
hopes for democracy in Central America. 

The firearms legislation is a vast im¬ 
provement over the Gun Control Act of 
1968. How did your congressman and sena¬ 
tors vote? If you don’t know, it’s important 
to find out. The National Rifle Association 
offers approval ratings on all members of 
Congress. To find out whether your elected 
lawmakers have been protecting your rights 
as a gunowner, call the NRA’s Govern¬ 
mental Affairs Division at (202) 828-6387. 
Then go to the polls and vote accordingly. 

Aid to the Nicaraguan freedom fighters is 
a clear-cut issue. A vote against the bill was 
a vote in favor of the communist Sandinistas 
and their ideological bosses in Moscow and 
Havana. A vote for the bill was a vote 
against allowing a second Soviet proxy gov¬ 
ernment in this hemisphere, this time on the 
mainland and within easy driving distance 
of our vulnerable southern border. 

Included with this editorial is a roster 
indicating how members of Congress voted 
on the $100 million aid package to anti- 
Sandinista Nicaraguans. Delegations are 
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listed by state. Do your senators and repre¬ 
sentatives stand for or against allowing the 
spread of communism in this hemisphere? 
Find out. Then go out and vote. Make your 
government work for you, and for freedom- 
loving people everywhere. ^ 


VOTE TALLY 

This is a list of how the United States Senate and House of 
Representatives voted on providing $100 million in military 
and Humanitarian aid to anti-communist forces fighting the 
Sandinista regime in Nicaragua. A “Y” indicates a “yes” 
vote in favor of the aid package, an “N” a “no” vote against 
it “X” indicates a member who did not vote. Seats vacant 
because of death or other reason are not listed. Last names 
only are listed. The names of Republican members are 
italicized. All House members are up for re-election. The 
Senate has 34 seats up for grabs. The designation (1) after a 
senator’s name means his term expires and he is seeking 
re-election. A (2) after a senator’s name means his term 
expires and he is retiring. 

SHOULD THE UNITED STATES PROVIDE $100 MIL¬ 
LION IN MILITARY AND HUMANITARIAN AID TO 
ANTI-COMMUNIST FORCES IN NICARAGUA? (The 
House approved the measure in a 221-209 vote. The Senate 
approved it in a 53-47 vote.) 

ALABAMA: 

SENS. Heflin-Y; Denton(l)- Y. 

REPS. Bevill-Y; Callahan-Y; Dickinson-Y ; Eidreich-Y; 
Flippo-Y; Nkhols-Y; Shelby-Y. 

ALASKA: 

SENS. Stevens- Y; Muikowski(l)-Y. 

REP. Young- Y. 

ARIZONA: 

SENS. Goldwater(2)-Y\ DeConcini-N. 

REPS. Kolbe- Y; McCain-Y\ Rudd- Y; Stump-Y\ 
Udall-N. 

ARKANSAS: 

SENS. Bumpers(l)-N; Pryor-N. 

REPS. Alexander-N; Anthony-N; Hammer- 
schmidt-Y ; Robinson-Y. 

CALIFORNIA: 

SENS. Cranston(l)-N; Wilson-Y. 

REPS. Anderson-N; Bates-N; Beilenson-N; Berman- 
N; Bosco-N; Boxer-N; Brown-N; Burton-N; Coelho-N; 
Dellums-N; Dixon-N; Dymally-N; Edwards-N; Fazio- 
N; Hawkins-X; Lantos-N; Lehman-N; Levine-N; Mar- 
tinez-N; Matsui-N; Miller-N; Mineta-N; Panetta-N; 
Roybal-N; Stark-N; Torres-N; Waxman-N; Badham- Y; 
Chappie- Y; Dannemeyer- Y; Dornan- Y; Dreier- 
Y\Fiedler-Y\ Hunter- Y; Lagomarsino- Y; Lewis- Y; 
Lowery- Y; Lungren- Y; McCandless- Y; Moorhead- Y; 
Packard- Y; Pashayan-Y;Shumway-Y ; Thomas- Y; 
Zschau-Y. 

COLORADO: 

SENS. Hart(2)-N; Armstmng-Y. 

REPS. Schroeder-N; Wirth-N; Brown- Y; Kramer- Y; 
Schaefer- Y; Strang- Y. 

CONNECTICUT: 

SENS. Weicker- N; Dodd(l)-N. 

REPS. Gejdenson-N; Kennelly-N; Morrison-N; John- 
son-Y ; McKinney- N; Rowland- Y. 

DELAWARE: 

SENS. Roth- Y; Biden-N. 

REP. Carper-N. 

FLORIDA: 

SENS. Chiles-Y; Hawkins(l)-Y . 

REPS. Bennett-Y; Chappell-Y; Fascell-Y; Fuqua-Y; 
Gibbons-Y; Hutto-Y; Lehman-N; MacKay-N; Mica-Y; 
Nelson-Y; Pepper-Y; Smith-Y; Bilirakis- Y; Ireland-Y ; 
Lewis- Y; Mack-Y; McCollum- Y; Sbaw-Y; Young- Y. 
GEORGIA: 

SENS. Nunn-Y; Mattingly (7>Y. 

REPS. Barnard-Y; Darden-Y; Fowler-N; Hatcher-Y; 
Jenkins- Y; Ray-Y; Rowland-Y; Thomas-Y; Gingrich- 
Y; SwindaU-Y. 

HAWAH: 

SENS. Inouye(l)-N; Matsunaga-N. 

REPS. Akaka-N; Heftel-N. 

IDAHO: 

SENS. McClure- Y; Symms(l)- Y. 

REPS. Stallings-N; Craig-Y. 


ILLINOIS: 

SENS. Dixon(l)-Y; Simon-N. 

REPS. Annunzio-N; Bruce-N; Collins-N; Durbin-N; 
Evans-N; Gray-N; Hayes-N; Lipinski-Y; Price-N; Ros- 
tenkowski-N; Russo-N; Savage-N; Yates-N; Crane- Y; 
Fawell- Y; Grotberg-X\ Hyde-Y ; Madigan-Y ; Martin-Y\ 
Michel-Y-, 0*Brien-Y\ Porter- Y. 

INDIANA: 

SENS. Lugar- Y; Quayle(l)- Y. 

REPS. Hamilton-N; Jacobs-N; McCloskey-N; Sharp- 
N; Visclosky-N; Burton- Y; Coats- Y; Hiler- Y; Hillis-Y-, 
Myers-Y. 

IOWA: 

SENS. Grassley(l)-Y\ Harkin-N. 

REPS. Bedell-N; Smith-N; Evans- Y; Leach-N; 
Lightfoot-N] Tauke- N. 

KANSAS: 

SENS. Dole(l)-Y\ Kassebaum-Y . 

REPS. Glickman-N; Slattery-N; Meyers- Y; Roberts- 
Y; Whittaker- Y. 

KENTUCKY: 

SENS. Ford(l)-N; McConnell- Y. 

REPS. Hubbard-Y; Mazzoli-N; Natcher-N; Perkins- 
N; Hopkins-Y; Rogers-Y; Snyder-Y. 

LOUISIANA: 

SENS. Long(2)-Y; Johnston-Y. 

REPS. Boggs-N; Breaux-Y; Huckaby-Y; Long-N; 
Roemer-Y; Tauzin-Y; Livingston-Y ; Moore- Y. 
MAINE: 

SENS. Cohen-Y ; Mitchell-N. 

REPS. McKeman-Y; Snowe-Y. 

MARYLAND: 

SENS. Mathias(2)-N; Sarbanes-N. 

REPS. Bames-N; Byron-Y; Dyson-Y; Hoyer-N; 
Mikulski-N; Mitchell-N; Bentley-Y ; tfoif-Y. 
MASSACHUSETTS: 

SENS. Kennedy-N; Kerry-N. 

REPS. Atkins-N; Boland-N; Donnelly-N; Early-N; 
Frank-N; Markey-N; Mavroules-N; Moakley-N; 
O’Neill-X (by tradition the House Speaker seldom 
votes); Studds-N; Confe-N. 

MICHIGAN: 

SENS. Riegle-N; Levin-N. 

REPS. Bonior-N; Carr-N; Conyers-N; Crockett-N; 
Dingell-N; Ford-N; Hertel-N; Kildee-N; Levin-N; Trax- 
ler-N; Wolpe-N; Broomfield- Y; Davis-Y ; Henry- Y; 
Pursell-Y; Schuette-Y\ Siljander-Y ; Vander Jagt-Y . 
MINNESOTA: 

SENS. Durenberger-N\ Boschwitz-Y. 

REPS. Oberstar-N; Penny-N; Sabo-N; Sikorski-N; 
Vento-N; Frenzel- Y; Stangeland-Y ; Weber- Y. . 
MISSISSIPPI: 

SENS. Stennis-Y; Cochran- Y. 

REPS. Dowdy-Y; Montgomery-Y; Whitten-N; 
Franklin-Y ; Lott-Y. 

MISSOURI: 

SENS. Eagleton(2)-N; Danforth- Y. 

REPS. Clay-N; Gephardt-N; Skelton-Y; Volkmer-N; 
Wheat-N; Young-N; Coleman- Y; Emerson-Y; Taylor- 
Y. 

MONTANA: 

SENS. Melcher-N; Baucus-N. 

REPS. Williams-N; Marlenee- Y. 

NEBRASKA: 

SENS. Zorinsky-N; Exon-N. 

REPS. Bereuter- Y; Daub-Y; Smith-Y. 

NEVADA: 

SENS. Laxalt(2)-Y ; tfechf-Y. 

REPS. Reid-N; Vucanovich- Y. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE: 

SENS. Humphrey- Y; Rudman(l)- Y. 

REPS. Gmgg-Y; Smith-Y. 

NEW JERSEY: 

SENS. Bradley-Y; Lautenberg-N. 

REPS. Dwyer-N; Florio-N; Guarini-N; Howard-N; 
Hughes-N; Rodino-N; Roe-N; Torricelli-N; Courter-Y ; 
Gallo- Y; Rinaldo- Y; Roukema- Y; Saxton- Y; Smith-Y. 
NEW MEXICO: 

SENS.Domen/ci-Y; Bingaman-N. 

REPS. Richardson-N; Lujan-Y; Skeen- Y. 

NEW YORK: 

SENS. Moynihan-N; D’Amato(l)-Y. 

REPS. Ackerman-N; Biaggi-Y; Downey-N; Garcia- 
N; LaFalce-N; Lundine-N; Manton-N; McHugh-N; 
Mrazek-N; Nowak-N; Owens-N; Rangel-N; Scheuer-N; 


Schumer-N; Solarz-N; Stratton-Y; TownsN; Weiss-N; 
Boehley-Y DioGuardi-Y ; Ecke-Y\ Fish-Y’ t Gilman-Yi 
Green- N; Horfon-N; Kemp-Y; Lenf-Y; Martin-Y ; 
McGrath- Y; Molinari- Y; Solomon- Y; Wortley-Y. 

NORTH CAROLINA: 

SENS. Helms- Y; Broybill(l) [a House member and 
Republican senatorial candidate appointed to fill the 
unexpired term of the late John East, who had 
announced his retirement]-Y. 

REPS. Hefner-N; Jones-N; Neal-N; Rose-N; Valen- 
tine-N; Whitley-N; Broyhill [voting before his appoint¬ 
ment to fill an unexpired Senate term]-Y; Cobey- Y; 
Coble-Y\ Hendon- Y; McMillan- Y. ^ 

NORTH DAKOTA: 

SENS. Burdick-N; Andtews(7>N. 

REP. Dorgan-N. 

OHIO: 

SENS. Glenn(l)-N; Metzenbaum-N. 

REPS. Applegate-N; Eckart-N; Feighan-N; Hall-N; 
Kaptur-N; Luken-N; Oakar-N; Pease-N; Seiberling-N; 
Stokes-N; Traficant-N; DeWine- Y; Gradison- Y; 
Kasich- Y; Kindness-Y ; Latta-Y; McEwen-Y\ Miller- Y; 
Oxley-Y ; Regula- Y; Wylie-Y. 

OKLAHOMA: 

SENS. Boren-Y; Nickles(l)-Y. 

REPS. English-Y; Jones-Y; McCurdy-N; Synar-N; 
Watkins-Y; Edwards-Y. 

OREGON: 

SENS. Hatfield-N; Packwood(l)- N. 

REPS. AuCoin-N; Weaver-N; Wyden-N; D.Smith- 
Y; R.Smith- Y. 

PENNSYLVANIA: 

SENS. Heinz-Y; Specter(l)- N. 

REPS. Borski-N; Coyne-N; Edgar-N; Foglietta-N; 
Gaydos-X; Gray-N; Kanjorski-N; Kolter-N; Kostmayer- 
N; Murphy-N; Murtha-Y; Walgren-N; Yatron-N; Clin- 
ger-Y; Coughlin-Y; Gekas-Y ; Goodling-Y ; McDade-Y ; 
Ridfge-N; Ritter-Y; Schulze-Y ; Shuster- Y; Walker-Y. 

RHODE ISLAND: 

SENS. Pell-N; Chafee-N. 

REPS. St. Germain-N; Schneider-N. 

SOUTH CAROLINA: 

SENS. Thurmond-Y ; Hollings(l)-Y. 

REPS. Derrick-N; Spratt-N; Tallon-Y; Campbell-Y ; 
Hartnett- Y; Spence- Y. 

SOUTH DAKOTA: 

SENS. Ptessler-Y; Abdnor(l)- N. 

REPS. Daschle-N. 

TENNESSEE: 

SENS. Sasser-N; Gore-N. 

REPS. Boner-N; Cooper-N; Ford-N; Gordon-N; 
Jones-N; Uoyd-Y; Duncan- Y; Quillen- Y; Sundquist-Y. 
TEXAS: 

SENS. Bentsen-Y; Gramm-Y. 

REPS. Andrews-N; Brods-N; Bryant-N; Bustamante-Y; 
Chapman-N; Coleman-N; de la Garza-N; Frost-N; Gonzalez- 
N; R.Hall-Y; Leath-Y; Leland-N; Ortiz-Y; Piclde-N; 
Stenholm-Y; Wilson-Y; Wright-N; Aicher-Y; Armey-Y\ 
Bartlett-Y; Baiton-Y; Boulter-Y\ Combest- Y; DeLay-Y ; 
Helds-Y; LoefBer-Y; Sweeney-Y. 

UTAH: 

SENS. Gam(l}-Y\ Hatch-Y. 

REPS. Hansen-Y; Monson-Y\ Nielson-Y. 

VERMONT: 

SENS. StaffanJ-N; Leahy(l)-N. 

REPS. 7et3brrfc-N. 

VIRGINIA: 

SENS. Warner-Y; TriWe-Y. 

REPS. Boucher-N; Daniel-Y; Olin-N; Sisisky-Y; Bate- 
man- Y; Bliley-Y; Parris-Y\ Slaughter-Y ; Whitehmst-Y; 
Wolf-Y. 

WASHINGTON: 

SENS. Gorton(J>N; Evans-Y. 

REPS. Bonker-N; Dicks-N; Foley-N; Lowry-N; Swift-N; 
Chandler-Y; Miller-Y; Monison-Y. 

WEST VIRGINIA: 

SENS. Byrd-N; Rockefeller-N. 

REPS. Mollohan-N; Rahall-N; Staggers-N; Wise-N. 
WISCONSIN: 

SENS. Proxmire-N; Kasten(l)-Y. 

REPS. Aspin-Y; Kastenmeier-N; Kleczka-N; Moody-N; 
Cfcey-N; Gunderson- Y ; Petri-Y ; Rotb-Y ; Sewenbrenner-Y. 
WYOMING: 

SENS. WaUop-Y; Simpson-Y. 

REP. Oteoey-Y. 
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BE A MAN AMONG MEN 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

T-SHIRTS 



1001 



FRONT 



iil^A Kfti to mi 


1006 FRONT 



1006 SACK 




1016 1016 FRONT 






1005 


BACK 




1009 




1015 BACK 


Sizes S,M,L,XL, XXL Available on some shirts, 
add $1.00. Expect 2-3 weeks shipping delay. 

#1001 — SOF Logo T-shirts. White or navy. 
$8.95 

#1005 — SPECIAL FORCES. Living by 
chance, loving by choice, killing by 
profession. Black. $8.95 
#1006 — MARINES. Let me win your hearts 
& minds, or Fll bum your damn huts down. 
Gold. $8.95 

#1007 — Participant Southeast War 

Games—2nd Place. Black. $8.95 

#1008 — Visit Lebanon, Help a Syrian Meet 

Allah, backed w/ (< Hey we just stepped in 

some Shiite.” Tan. $8.95 

#1009 — SOF/HK. Features the HK MP5 

SMG. Black. $9.95 

#1010 — SPORT SHIRT. White, navy. $14.95 
#1011 — GRENADA. “When you care 
enough to send the very best.” Silver. $8.95 
#1014 — SOF/Helicopter. Olive drab. $9.95 
#1015 — SOF World Tour. Long sleeve, 
navy. $14.95 

#1016 — SOF Sweatpants. Navy. $13.95 
#1018 — SEAL Team. Gray. $8.95 
#1019 — SOF Hooded Sweatshirt. Navy. Not 
shown. $19.95 

#1020 — SOF/HK Hooded Sweatshirt. Black. 

Not shown. $19.95 

#1021 — DELTA FORCE backed 

w/“Terrorism Stops Here.” Columbia blue. 

$9.95 

#1022 — Afghan Freedom Fighters. White. 
$8.95 

#1024 — “Anytime Khadaffi,” USN F-14 
Tomcats invitation to fight. Columbia blue. 
$10.95 

#1025 — Lucy’s Tiger Den. The famous 
mere bar in Bangkok, Thailand. White. 

$10.95 

#1026 — SOF Logo Muscle T-shirt. Gray. 

Not shown. $8.95 

#1027 — BE A MAN AMONG MEN. 
Rhodesian Army. White. $9.95 
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OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 
SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 




#1515 — SOF World Tour Jacket. 
Black nylon with flannel lining. $49.95 
#3600 — Barry Sadler’s System of 
Self Defense. 16 lessons of Martial 
Arts featuring Barry Sadler (Ballad of 
the Green Berets) and Duke Paris. 55 
minutes, VHS only. $49.95 


#5004 — SOF Dufflebag. Heavy 
duty nylon. $14.95 

#2001 - Official SOF 
Beret. Sizes 614, 6 %, 
7 , 714, 7%, 714, 7%, 
7%. Maroon. $13.95 


Patches & Tie 

#7001 — SOF Patch. $2.50 

#7002 — SOF Patch — subdued. 

$2.50 

#7003 — CAMO Shield Patch. $4.95 
#7051 — Official SOF Regiment 
Tie. Navy. $12.00 
#7060 — SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
MAGAZINE Patch. Black. $4.95 






Belt Buckles 

#7010 — SOF Buckle. Pewter. $6.95 
#7011 — SOF Buckle. Stainless with 
red enameled logo. $9.95 
#7012 — SOF Military Style Buckle. 
With silver drop logo. $11.95 
#7013 — Military Style Buckle. 

Black anodized. $11.95 

#7014 — Web Belt for military style 

buckle. Khaki. $3.50 


Pins & Badges 

#7020 — SOF Lapel Pin. Red. $3.50 
#7021 — SOF Lapel Pin. Silver. $5.00 
#7022 — SOF Beret Badge. Red. $7.00 
#7023 — SOF Beret Badge. Silver. $8.00 
#7024 — SOF Beret Badge. Black. $8.00 
#7043 — SOF Lapel Pin. Gold. $5.00 
#7053 — SOF Death to Tyrants Cap 
Badge. $5.95 


Misc. 

#7031 — Official SOF Mug. $7.95 
#7045 — SOF Zippo Lighter. Olive 
drab. $10.00 

#7050 — SOF Luggage Tag. $4.95 
#7033 — SOF Binders. Not shown. 
$7.95 

#7054 — SOF Garland Ballpoint Pen. 
Not shown. $14.95 



#2002 — SOF Ball Cap. 
Maroon. $5.95 

#2004 — SOF Ball Cap. 

Top quality. Black cotton twill 
w/embroidered logo and 
scrambled eggs. Not shown. 

$8.95 



#2010 — Official SOF Field 
Cap. Khaki with nylon liner. 
$21.95 

#1050 — Official SOF Bush 
Shirt. Tropical weight. 100% 
cotton. Two pleated pockets 
with flaps, two shoulder 
epaulets and extra long tails. 
Khaki with Soldier of Fortune 
embroided over the left pock¬ 
et. S,M,L,XL. $24.95 


Mall to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 12/86, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
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#8019 



BOOKSHELF 


Books for the Professional Adventurer 
SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 


#8019 — The Elite: Story of the Rhodesian SAS by Barbara 
Cole. The exploits of the famed Rhodesian Special Air Service 
from its inception to its disbandment $25.00 
#8021 — The Soldier of Fortune. Adapted from Soldier of For¬ 
tune Magazine. A book filled with photos and stories of the elite 
men and elite units, SOF’s wide wo/ld of war, and weapons, tac¬ 
tics and equipment. Specially priced at $7.95 




MERCENARY'S 


MANUAL 



#8002 



#8003 



#8001 — Selous Scouts — Top Secret War by Lt. Col. Ron Reid Daly. 
Describes the role of this famous unit in Rhodesia’s war against terrorism. 
$25.00 

#8002 — Mercenary’s Manual by Terry Edwards. The book on surviving in 
combat. 132 pages with illustrations and photos. $6.95 
#8003 — Merc: American Soldiers of Fortune by Jay Mallin and Robert 
K. Brown. An eye-opening account of the lives, ideals and adventures of 


today’s soldiers of fortune. Hardcover. $14.95 

#8004 — (not shown) Grenades by Mike Weber. A new generation of 
weapons has given new meaning to the word grenades. How they work, 
how to use them. 130 pages and over 80 photos and illustrations. $5.95 
#8006 — Knife Self-Defense for Combat by Michael D. Echanis. First in a 
series dealing with hand-to-hand combat as taught to the Special Warfare 
Branches of the United States Military. $6.95 



#8007 



#8008 



#8010 



#8012 


#8007 — Basic Stick Fighting for Combat by Michael D. Echanis. Third 
in the series on hand-to-hand combat/special weapons and special tactics. 
$9.50 

#8008 — Village Defense — Initial Special Forces Operations in Viet¬ 
nam by Col. Ronald Shackleton. A personal account covering the Special 
Forces involvement during a phase of the war that is not really widely 
known. Hardcover. $13.95 

#8010 — Secrets of Underground Organizations. Originally published by 
the Special Operations Research Office, under the auspices of the U.S. 
Army, this comprehensive work reveals how underground operations are 
conceived, developed and organized. $9.95 

#8011 — Elite Fighting Units by David Eshel. A comprehensive book on 
the world’s elite forces. Starting with the British Commandos c^f WWH and 
the birth of the SAS, to the ops of the USMC in the Pacific. It also covers 


the Vietnam War, Malaya, Korea and the Middle East conflicts, up to the 
Falklands War. 205 pages with b&w and color photos Ihroughout $19.95 
#8012 — An Illustrated Guide to Modern Elite Forces by Max Walmer. A 
concise guide to today’s elite forces of the world. From Australia/New Zea¬ 
land SAS to the Soviet Union’s Spetsnaz and Naval Infantry to the U.S. 
Special Forces and Rangers and SEALs. Over 34 units are covered from 
17 different countries with headings of selection and training, uniforms, and 
brief special operations that they were involved in. 160 pages filled with 
b&w and color photos. $9.95 

#8020 — Shoot a Handgun by Dave Arnold. A complete manual of sim¬ 
plified handgun instructions. For beginners and experts, it’s the type of book 
that the shooter can refer to, get ideas from, study, re-read time and again, 
(not shown) $9.95 






















































SOF SOUTHEAST ASIA 


AMONG THE 

MISSING 


Civilian MI As in Indochina 


S OUTHEAST Asia has a way of holding 
on to secrets. The people who live in this 
land of mystery have come to accept that 
fact, but Westerners have not. When they 
left Vietnam after the war, they also left 
behind another mystery — the fate of MIAs 
from the Vietnam War. Not just the Amer¬ 
icans who disappeared there, but the for¬ 
eigners who also vanished without a trace. 
The passage of time has only deepened the 
mystery. 

One of the strangest cases on record in¬ 
volving a third-country national is that of 
Masanobu Tsuji, a former colonel in the 
Imperial Japanese Army and prominent 
postwar politician, who vanished while en 
route from Saigon to Laos in April 1964. 
Tsuji was no mere run-of-the-mill colonel, 
however. He had served as architect of the 
fall of Singapore during WWII, and in close 
army circles was accorded the now de 
guerre, “God of Strategy.” 

At war’s end in August 1945, Tsuji was 
in Thailand. When he learned through high- 
level contacts that his name was on the 


Pol Pot, genocidal ruler of Cambodia who 
held power from 1975-1979. Among his 
victims were a number of Westerners. 



by J.T. MacAlister 



Allied “wanted list” as a war criminal, he 
promptly disappeared. Only in the 1950s 
did accounts emerge of his activities follow¬ 
ing the end of WWH. Close associates of the 
colonel told investigators Tsuji first dis¬ 
guised himself as a monk and hid out in a 
temple close to Bangkok. Later, still mas¬ 
querading as a saffron-robed bonze , he 
headed up-country, crossed Laos, and 
moved into northern Vietnam. Making his 
way to Hanoi, then occupied by the French, 
he initiated contact with the Viet Minh. 
Later, for a brief period, he accompanied 
Viet forces as an “observer,” and was per¬ 
sonally acquainted with both Ho Chi Minh 
and Vo Nguyen Giap. 

He next moved on to China where, some¬ 
what paradoxically, he served as an adviser 
to Chiang Kai-shek’s nationalists. While in 
China he continued his studies into the 
theory and practice of irregular guerrilla 


Evidence found at Tuol Sleng prison 
included photos and documents of missing 
Australian civilians. 

warfare. 

Following the defeat of the nationalists in 
1949, Tsuji left China and returned clandes¬ 
tinely to Japan where he remained under¬ 
ground for many months. Learning that he 
was no longer sought as a war criminal, he 
publicly surfaced in 1952, entered politics, 
and ran successfully for a seat in the Diet. At 
age 62, Tsuji was a respected, if somewhat 
eccentric, figure in Japan with a diverse 
coterie of admirers in the Japanese defense 
establishment. In early 1964, however, he 
surprised associates when he departed Japan 
on a hastily-organized “inspection mis¬ 
sion” to Thailand and South Vietnam. Ex¬ 
actly what he expected to learn during his 
travels has never been made public. 
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On 20 April 1964 Tsuji wrote from 
Saigon to his family in Tokyo, telling them 
he expected to be home by the first of May. 
However, five days later the manager of his 
hotel reported to the local Japanese consu¬ 
late that Tsuji had vanished with all his 
luggage the previous day. The Japanese 


Foreign Office was immediately notified 
and when no further word of Tsuji’s pres¬ 
ence was forthcoming over the next month, 
the Japanese dispatched a government mis¬ 
sion to Saigon which included several mili¬ 
tary intelligence officers. Despite wide- 
ranging inquiries, no word on the missing 


parliamentarian surfaced and the mission 
eventually returned to Japan. The Japanese 
government then proceeded to clamp a tight 
lid on the case, saying any further public 
pronouncements might possibly jeopardize 
Tsuji’s safety. 

Five months later, in August 1964, Radio 
Peking announced that a “Japanese mem¬ 
ber of parliament, Masanobu Tsuji,” had 
been shot to death by CIA agents in Laos. 
U.S. government officials immediately de¬ 
nied the charges, and the Chinese refused to 
elaborate. Despite entreaties from the 
Japanese government, the Chinese refused 
to provide further information and have 
never since publicly mentioned the colonel. 

There the case rested until January 1965, 
when a ransom note was delivered to the 
Japanese consulate in Hong Kong. The note 
indicated Tsuji was being held captive and 
demanded a ransom of half a million yen. 
The note also included signed and dated 
identification from Tsuji which was authen¬ 
ticated by both his family and the Japanese 
government. Efforts by the consulate staff 
to maintain contact with the Chinese who 
delivered the note were unsuccessful, 
however, and the ransom was never paid. A 
year later, in 1966, a second ransom note 
was delivered to the same consulate but 
again, inexplicably, the senders severed all 
contact. 

A veteran Japanese reporter, Mimoru 
Omori, along with Japanese intelligence 
agents, later successfully traced Tsuji from 
Saigon to Vientiane, Laos. A senior Pathet 
Lao official there testified that he had met 
Tsuji who had shown him letters of intro¬ 
duction to Pathet Lao leaders around the 
Plain of Jars, where Tsuji allegedly wanted 
to go. Another individual, described as a 
“Chinese interpreter” in reports, told in¬ 
vestigators Tsuji had been captured by 
Pathet Lao guerrillas in 1965 and executed 
as a spy. 

A second Pathet Lao official in Vien¬ 
tiane, Tao Sot, told Omori that Tsuji, once 
again attired in the robes of a Buddhist 
bonze , had met with Pathet Lao command¬ 
ers and delivered his letters of introduction. 

Nationalist Chinese pilots from Taiwan 
regularly flew throughout Indochina for the 
United States during the Vietnam War. 

Many are still missing. 



REWARD! 
$ 30,000 

MISSING;,, '■MISSING 
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JIM 


MISSING 





MISSING 


THE SILK KING 
VANISHES 

On Easter Sunday 1967, an expatriate 
American millionaire with a mysterious 
past vanished from a mountain resort in 
the Cameron Highlands of Malaysia. 
Government and private investigators 
are still searching for him today. 

His name is Jim Thompson, an intelli¬ 
gence officer in Southest Asia during 
WWll who settled in Bangkok when the 
conflict ended. He became interested in 
Thai silk, then a dying industry, and 
almost single-handedly revitalized the 
trade. Within a decade it had become 
world famous, and made him a mil¬ 
lionaire in the process. He was known as 
the Thai “Silk King,” and was one of 
the best known Americans in Asia. 

Thompson left his Bangkok home to 
spend the Easter holidays with friends in 
Malaysia. On Sunday, 26 March, while 
they enjoyed a nap, Thompson walked 
away from their highlands cottage and 
vanished into thin air. He was never seen 
again, 

An extensive search was immediately 
mounted by Malaysian troops, arid U.S. 
Army helicopters were flown in from 
Thailand to assist. Later, aboriginal 
trackers were also brought in, but not a 
single clue turned up. 

Naturally, theories ranging from 


Reward posters blanketed the area after 
Thompson’s 1967 disappearance. Was it 
related to the Vietnam War? 

suicide to kidnapping ran rampant. 
Some believed he had been snatched by 
communist guerrillas who forcibly car¬ 
ried him off and executed him. Others, 
citing Thompson’s background in OSS 
and alleged connections to the CIA, say 
he was murdered because of his influ¬ 
ence on Thai government officials. 

One of the more persistent theories 
holds that Thompson stage-managed his 
own disappearance, and this has led to 
“sightings” as far afield as China, the 
U.S. and Tahiti. 

The conspiracy theory received a shot 
in the arm when, six months after 
Thompson’s disappearance, his sister 
Katharine was bludgeoned to death on 
her Chester County, Pennsylvania farm. 
Her case also remains unsolved. 

The late journalist Richard Hughes, 
who had extensive contacts throughout 
Asia, reported in 1983 that he had evi¬ 
dence Thompson was seen aboard a 
Japanese ship bound for Hong Kong two 
days after his disappearance. Hughes 
opined that Thompson, still a player in 
the intelligence game, had received in¬ 
formation about the Vietnam War which 
he believed could be of immense benefit 
to the U.S. and Thai governments. 

There the trail ends. 
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Tsuji, he said, was then escorted to a jungle 
airstrip and flown in a Russian plane to 
Hanoi. Once there, according to Tao Sot, 
Tsuji had met with his old companions Ho 
Chi Minh and General Giap. After a brief 
stay in Hanoi he went on to Peking, then 
returned to Hanoi. 

Omori, who enjoyed a reputation as a 
strictly factual reporter of the highest cali¬ 
ber, later indicated his own personal belief 
that, by 1967, Tsuji was serving in the field 
with North Vietnamese forces. Backing up 
Omori’s belief is a statement by the late 
Richard Hughes, former dean of the Far 
Eastern press corps, who had known Tsuji 
personally in Japan. Hughes said Tsuji 
“was indeed sighted once in the jungle by 
American prisoners of war.” 

Opinions about Tsuji’s whereabouts from 
1964 onward vary considerably. Many, in¬ 
cluding former close associates, believe he 
is probably dead; not an unrealistic view, 
given his age. Did he die of old age, or was 
he killed in battle against American troops, 
or — as the Chinese interpreter related — 
was he killed, perhaps by mistake, by Pathet 
Lao guerrillas? No one is prepared to say. 

One school of thought holds that Tsuji is 
still in Hanoi, a permanent guest in exile. A 
smaller faction believes that, shortly after 
his appearance in Laos, Tsuji did indeed 
board a Russian aircraft. His destination, 
however, was Moscow, not Hanoi. The 
Soviets were known to have aircraft operat¬ 
ing in Laos at the time, and were never ones 
to pass up a good thing, particularly when it 
involved a member of parliament with inti¬ 
mate knowledge of the Japanese defense 
establishment. That view may not be so 
preposterous when one considers that the 
Russians never returned the more than 
300,000 Japanese captured in the closing 
days of WWII. 

Cambodia also swallowed people with¬ 
out a trace — more than a score of journal¬ 
ists vanished while covering the war there. 
Only five of them were Americans, the rest 
were French, Austrian, Japanese, German, 
Swiss and Australian nationals. For years 
after the end of the war, reports continued to 
flow from the jungles that many of the 
newsmen were alive and in communist cap¬ 
tivity. A Viet Cong general told a U.S. 
journalist in 1973 that a group of missing 
newsmen were being held in a Khmer 


Column of Khmer Rouge women on the 
march. They were as notorious as their 
male counterparts and were also used to 
guard Western POWs. 

Rouge camp near Angkor Wat. The group, 
which allegedly included missing Japanese 
scribes, “would be released after normali¬ 
zation of relations,” according to the gener¬ 
al. 

Other reports from a variety of sources, 
including refugees, also referred to Western 
journalists being held in captivity long after 
the war’s end. Locations of the camps, 
however, varied considerably: from the far 
north around Mondolkiri to the Elephant 
Mountains of the southwest. 

Many of the journalists had vanished dur¬ 
ing the opening days of the 1970 Cambo¬ 
dian incursion by U.S. and South Viet¬ 
namese troops. Efforts to locate and, if 
possible, rescue them were forthcoming 
from both the private and government sec¬ 
tors. 

One of the more intriguing rescue 
attempts involved one Johannes C.G. 
Duynesveld, 26, of Voorschoten, Holland, 
who was killed in December 1970 during an 
ARVN ambush near Svay Rieng, Cambo¬ 
dia. 

A corpulent, full-bearded man with pro¬ 
nounced leftist tendencies, Duynesveld had 
been roaming the globe for over a decade 
and held down a variety of jobs. He claimed 
to have traveled in Bolivia with Regis De- 
bray, a prominent French leftist, and had 
spent time in jail in Argentina for smug¬ 
gling. Eventually he wound up in Cambo¬ 
dia, wanting to write about the war. He 
insisted on describing himself as a * ‘journal¬ 
ist” despite the fact that most of his col¬ 
leagues considered him barely literate. His 
consistently disheveled appearance added 
little to his credibility. 

During the summer of 1970 Duynesveld 
was wounded in a firefight near Siem Reap 
and taken prisoner by the communists. He 
was held for nine weeks, during which time 
his wounds healed, then was released in 
August whereupon he returned to Phnom 
Penh. At the time of his release, press 
accounts described him as a “Dutch student 
journalist.” 

Little is known of Duynesveld’s contacts 
or activities while a prisoner, but upon re¬ 


lease he brought out certain information re¬ 
lated to missing American cameraman Dana 
Stone who had disappeared with Sean Flynn 
(photojournalist and son of actor Errol 
Flynn) months earlier near Chi Pou. Even¬ 
tually he made contact with Stone’s wife, 
Smiser, who was living in Phnom Penh, and 
she verified the information about her hus¬ 
band. Something concrete appeared to 
finally be emerging, and following a series 
of clandestine meetings with individuals in 
Phnom Penh, Bangkok and Vientiane, 
Smiser agreed to underwrite a journey by 
Duynesveld into enemy-controlled territory 
so he might make direct contact with her 
missing husband. 

Duynesveld departed Phnom Penh by 
bicycle on 15 September 1970. Three days 
later he was captured by VC troops near the 
village of Chantrei. According to a diary 
and other papers found on his body at the 
time of his death, Duynesveld wrote that he 
was on a “secret mission” to discover the 
fate of all 17 missing journalists, not just 
Dana Stone. Irregular diary entries charted 
his travels with VC units, and many of the 
notations dealt with efforts to evade allied 
warplanes. In late November Duynesveld 
convinced the VC he was sympathetic to 
their cause, and was issued a machine pis¬ 
tol. On 2 December he wrote of repairing a 
captured ARVN jeep, and on the seventh 
told of transporting weapons and munitions 
for the VC. 

On 19 December the unit Duynesveld 
was accompanying stumbled into a night 
ambush position manned by ARVN 25th 

Continued on page 78 


Renate Kuhnen, West German nurse 
captured in the Central Highlands, was 
released by the NVA in March 1969. Other 
foreigners did not fare so well; hundreds 
are still on the MIA list. 
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SOF WEAPONS 


SKORPIAN 

Yugoslavia’s Machine Pistol 
with a .32 Caliber Sting 


Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


I T’S Ulster, or maybe Beirut, or even 
Paris. A young assassin waits nervously 
in the shadows, eyes following a black Mer¬ 
cedes limousine that pulls up to the curb. 
His victim steps out onto the sidewalk, two 
bodyguards hovering about him. The terror¬ 
ist steps away from the dark wall, fires a 
three-round burst into his enemy’s chest, 
whirls, and pumps short bursts into the up¬ 
per torsos of the bodyguards before they can 
react. All three drop, never knowing they 
have been felled by a pipsqueak pistol car¬ 
tridge — the supposedly impotent .32 ACP. 
The assailant slides back into the night, his 
commitment to Allah or Marx ended for the 
evening. His instrument of death? A small 
black machine pistol with a most appropri¬ 
ate name: the Skorpian. 

Designed in Czechoslovakia during the 
late 1950s, the Vz61 Skorpian possesses 
neither the compactness of a pocket pistol 
nor the firepower and range of a full-sized 
submachine gun. It’s a machine pistol, and 
one of the very best. Some say it was de¬ 
veloped for armored vehicle crews and 
security forces. I seriously doubt its military 
applications are other than clandestine. In 
Europe, where public opinion permits 
police to walk about openly with such de¬ 
vices, it would certainly seem preferable to 
a semiauto pistol of the same chambering. 
But like the ubiquitous Kalashnikov, it has 
become a tool of terrorists the world over. 

Skorpians are reported to have been 
manufactured as the Vz64 in caliber .380 
ACP (9mm Kurz: 9 x17mm) and as the Vz65 
in 9mm Makarov (9x18mm). A scaled up 
version, the Vz68, is reputed to be cham¬ 
bered for the 9mm Parabellum cartridge. I 
cannot confirm the existence of any of 
these. Sources from Czechoslovakia have 
indicated a hot new 9mm short cartridge has 
been developed for the Vz61 Skorpian and 
the Vz82 pistol (military version of the 
Cz83 — see SOF, February ’86) by Sellier 
& Bellot in Vlasim, with a muzzle velocity 
in excess of 1,300 fps. 


The Skorpian is also manufactured, 
under license, in Yugoslavia at the Zastava 
arsenal as the M61(j). We recently tested 
the Yugoslavian Skorpian. This weapon is 
pure blowback operated, but fires from the 
closed-bolt position since the .32 ACP car¬ 
tridge and a limited magazine capacity pre¬ 
sent small opportunity for a cook-off, and 
the increase in accuracy potential is con¬ 
siderable. 

With two minor exceptions, the Yugosla¬ 
vian version is identical to the Czech Vz61. 
All exterior metal surfaces on the M61 (j) are 
finished with black baked enamel over 
phosphate. A Czech Skorpian I examined in 
El Salvador was salt blued. 

A stamped sheet-metal pressing has been 
used to fabricate the upper receiver which 
houses the barrel and bolt group. Pinned to 
the upper receiver and a steel support block, 
the six-groove barrel has a righthand twist 
of one turn in 12 inches. It’s only 4.4 inches 
in length, about an inch longer than those of 
most pocket pistols chambered for the .32 
ACP (7.65mm) cartridge. 

The front and rear sights are punch- 
welded to the square-shaped upper-receiver 
body. Sheet-metal protective ears guard the 
round post-type front sight which is adjust¬ 
able for windage zero only. A flip-type rear 
sight with protective ears has two open U- 
notches calibrated for 75 and 150 meters: a 
poor joke, since the maximum effective 
combat range of this weapon and caliber is 
no greater than 50 meters. 

There are ejection ports on top of the 
upper receiver and telescoping bolt. Two 
ejectors are pinned to the lower receiver just 
to the rear of the magazine well. Because 
the bolt overrides the rear portion of the 
barrel, the Skorpian’s length has been kept 
down to only 10.6 inches with the stock 
folded. A cross-pin holds the two-piece 
spring-loaded firing pin in its channel 
through the bolt body. A small spring- 
loaded claw extractor is also pinned to the 
bolt body and easily removed. Double re¬ 


coil springs and guide rods are attached to 
the bolt in a manner reminiscent of the 
Armalite AR-18 assault rifle. An unlocked 
bolt as small and light as the Skorpian’s 
would normally result in a cyclic rate well 
over 1,200 rounds per minute. However, a 
clever, if somewhat complex rate reducer 
housed in the lower receiver drops the rate 
of fire to a manageable 835 rpm. Slots, one 
on each side of the bolt body, hold the tiny 
cocking knobs which offer precious little 
purchase to even the smallest of hands. 

The lower receiver itself is a robust 
milled forging. Its diminutive size is largely 
responsible for this weapon’s weight of only 
3.42 pounds, empty. Consisting of 14 com¬ 
ponents, the ingenious rate reducer within 
the lower receiver operates as follows: 
When the bolt reaches the end of its rear¬ 
ward travel, it strikes a nose-shaped 
actuator connected by an axis pin to a 
spring-loaded hook and the receiver’s back- 
plate. As the actuator is struck, the hook 
pivots forward under the force of its small 
spring to momentarily catch the bolt while a 
spring-loaded plunger is driven downward 
through the tubular pistol-grip housing, A 
two-piece weight is clipped around the 
plunger with a snap ring. After the plunger 
completes its downward travel, striking a 
rubber washer in grip’s end cap, it starts 
back up, driven by its compressed spring. 
Meanwhile, the falling weight hits the bot¬ 
tom of the plunger and slows its upward 
return. After overcoming the weight’s 
downward momentum, the plunger con¬ 
tinues moving upward until it strikes the 
actuator. The actuator pivots on its axis pin 
and forces the bolt hook upward, freeing the 
bolt to travel forward under the force of its 
two driving springs. This momentary grab¬ 
bing and releasing of the bolt body retards 
the counter-recoil movement enough to re¬ 
duce the cyclic rate by more' than 30 per¬ 
cent. 

The trigger mechanism is based on that of 
the Ml Garand and thus there is both a 
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M61(j) SKORPIAN SPECIFICATIONS 


Caliber .32 ACP (7.65mm) 

Operation .... Unlocked blowback. Fires from the closed-bolt position. 

14-component rate reducer. 

Cyclic rate . . r .... 835 rpm. 

Feed .. ID- and 20-round detachable staggered box-type steel maga¬ 

zines with two-position feed. 

Weight, empty .*. 3.42 pounds. 

Length, 

stock folded .. 10.6 inches 

Length, 

stock extended .20.2 inches 

Barrel ...Six-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in 12 inches. 

Barrel length ..4.4 inches 

Sights. ..Round post-type front with protective ears, adjustable for 

elevation zero only; flip-type rear with open U-notches for 
elevations of 75 and 150 meters. 

Finish ...Black baked enamel over phosphate. 

Furniture . .. Black plastic pistol grip. 

Accessories .. .. .Holster, magazine pouch, spare 10- and 20-round maga¬ 

zines, cleaning equipment and sound suppressor. 

Price .. .. ... $395 (semiautomatic pistol version only). 

Manufacturer ...Zavodi Crvena Zastava, Beograd 29, Novembra 12, Yugo¬ 

slavia. 

U.S. Distributor. ...... Mitchell Arms Inc., Dept. SOF, 2101 East 4th Street, Suite 

201 A, Santa Ana, CA 92705. 


LEFT: Firing the M61(j) with the 10-round 
magazine in place. 

BELOW LEFT: Yugoslavian M61(j) 
disassembled. 

primary and secondary sear on the trigger 
bar and two hooks on the hammer. While 
the primary sear is fixed, the secondary sear 
is spring loaded. When the hammer is 
cocked, it is held back by the main sear. 
When the trigger is pulled, the main sear 
moves forward off its notch on the hammer 
and the hammer rotates up and forward, 
driven by a multiple-strand spring. When 
the bolt moves back in recoil and rolls the 
hammer down, it is caught by the secondary 
sear. 

When the selector lever, located on the 
left side of the lower receiver, is rotated 
rearward to the semiautomatic position 
(marked ‘ T), and as the trigger is released, 
the secondary sear moves back out of en¬ 
gagement with the hammer. As the hammer 
starts forward after the trigger has been re¬ 
leased, it is caught once more by the main 
sear and held until the trigger is pulled 
again. 

When the selector lever is rotated all the 
way forward to the full-auto position 
(marked *20’), its spindle pushes the sec¬ 
ondary sear to the rear, completely out of 
engagement with the hammer. The hammer 
is then controlled entirely by a third auto¬ 
safety sear which is depressed by the bolt 
body during the last part of its forward 
travel. 

When the selector is set at safe (the center 
position, marked ‘0’), its spindle blocks all 
trigger movement and the primary sear can¬ 
not release the hammer. In this position, the 
selector also operates a lever that forces a 
bolt-stop up to protrude behind the bolt and 
prevent its rearward travel. A large sheet- 
metal trigger guard surrounds the trigger to 
permit firing with gloves under arctic condi¬ 
tions. 

Pistol grips, held in place by the rate 
reducer’s end cap, are made of black plastic 
on Yugoslavian Skorpians, blond wood on 
the Czech versions. The wire buttstock, 
which folds over the top of the upper receiv¬ 
er and is held in place by the front sight’s 
protective ears, is identical on both models. 
A bit on the short side, it is attached to a 
dovetail milled into the rear of the lower 
receiver and can be removed by depressing 
its spring-loaded latch-release button and 
sliding it out to the left. In an effort to 
further enhance eoncealability, terrorists 
often discard the buttstock completely. 

Ten- and 20-round staggered-column 
magazines are available for the Skorpian. 
Both are the more reliable two-position feed 
type, of sheet-metal construction with blued 
finish. The magazine follower operates a 
spring-loaded plunger which holds the bolt 
in the open position after the last round has 
been fired. Tlie bolt must be retracted slight¬ 
ly to release this hold-open device. 

For all its bits and pieces, the Skorpian is 
easy enough to disassemble. Just be sure 
you have a magnetic tray or container handy 
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to hold the small parts. Remove the maga¬ 
zine and clear the weapon. Separate the 
stock from the weapon. Pull out the captive 
takedown pin, just forward of the magazine 
well on the left side, as far as it will go. 
Shove the upper receiver forward about a 
quarter of an inch and pivot it up and away 
from the lower-receiver group. Slide the 
bolt to the rear and remove the two cocking 
knobs. Move the bolt group out the rear of 
the upper receiver. 

Depress the recoil springs and separate 
their retaining bar from the guide rods. Slide 
the recoil springs off the guide rods and pull 
the guide rods out from the back of the bolt 
body. Both the firing pin and extractor 
assemblies can be removed by drifting out 
their respective retaining pins. 

Use a drift or steel rod to unscrew the rate 
reducer’s end cap. Remove it and the rubber 
washer. The rate reducer’s plunger, weights 
and spring will then drop out. Pull off the 
pistol grip. There is usually no need for 
further disassembly, but the rate reducer’s 
actuator and bolt hook can be removed easi¬ 
ly by drifting out their axis pin. Reassemble 
in the reverse order, making sure the recoil 
springs’ retaining bar is reinstalled with the 


flat side up. 

There are few accessories for the Skor- 
pian. A leather holster with the usual mili¬ 
tary flap holds the weapon with a 10-round 
magazine in place and a cleaning rod and 
bristle bore brush. Two 20-round maga¬ 
zines can be carried in a small leather 
pouch. A sound suppressor is available 
which can be attached to the barrel in 
seconds by means of a threaded collar and 
locking nut. It has a flimsy plastic outer 
housing, and is not user maintainable — its 
rubber end cap is quickly shot out, and it 
produces huge clouds of smoke. It was 
clearly not designed for long-term backyard 
pest control. After the target has been ter¬ 
minated, this device would undoubtedly be 
pitched into the nearest dumpster. 

Feeble though it may be, the .32 ACP 
cartridge, designed by John Browning and 
introduced in 1899, is found in the maga¬ 
zines of more than two-thirds of all pocket 
pistols manufactured since the turn of the 
century. In Europe, up to and during World 
War II, pistols in this caliber were the tradi¬ 
tional choice of rear echelon staff officers 
and civilian police officials. Why? Probably 
because the magazine, in almost every in- 


TOP LEFT: Yugoslavian M61(j) with 
holster, magazine pouch and cleaning 
equipment. 

ABOVE LEFT: M61(j) 5 s 14-component rate 
reducer is complex but effectively drops the 
cyclic rate to 835 rpm. 

ABOVE: The ejection pattern of the M61(j) 
is 15 feet straight up and 4 feet to the rear. 

RIGHT: M61(j) bolt group, disassembled. 

BELOW: Firing the M61(j) with the 
20-round magazine in place. 
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stance, holds one more round than the 
equivalent model in .380 ACP. In any 
event, those who carried it were seldom 
required to dirty their hands and it was rare¬ 
ly more than a badge of rank. 

The .32 ACP has never appealed to us 
gringos. Packing even the marginally super¬ 
ior .380 ACP can become a precarious com¬ 
promise for the sake of conceal ability when 
you travel in harm’s way. But what happens 
when we introduce a selective-fire option? 

When two- or three-round bursts are fired 
into the human body, with only milliseconds 
separating the individual hits, a so-called 
“synergistic” phenomenon takes effect. In 
biology, a synergism is the action of two or 
more objects to achieve an effect of which 
each is individually incapable. Does it apply 
to bullets striking flesh? You bet. 

The .32 ACP cartridge is most commonly 
encountered with a 71-grain full metal jack¬ 
et (FMJ) bullet taper crimped into its semi- 
rimmed case. Using Winchester Western 
factory loads, this projectile clocked only 
868 fps 10 feet from the muzzle of a Walther 
PPK with a 3.4-inch barrel. The Skorpian’s 
extra inch improved this by only 33 fps. 
Your only glimmer to reduce anxiety when 
armed with a weapon in this caliber is to 
stuff the Winchester Silvertips into the 
magazine. Their 60-grain hollowpoint pro¬ 
jectiles have a soft lead core covered by a 
thin aluminum jacket. They expand reli¬ 
ably, and will usually not exit, dumping 
their few crumbs of kinetic energy into the 
target. Silvertips did no better than 884 fps 
in the PPK. Through the Skorpian, muzzle 
velocity increased to an average of 982 fps. 
But that’s only 129 foot-pounds of kinetic 
energy — no more than one-third that of the 
9mm Parabellum. 

We fired more than 500 rounds of mixed 
ball and Silvertips through our test speci¬ 
men with one stoppage — a stovepipe with 
an FMJ round. Felt recoil was minimal and 
not a factor in the evaluation process. At 25 
feet we were able to fire consistent two-shot 
bursts with a group dispersion of no more 
than 2 inches. 

Whenever possible, this weapon should 
be fired at eye level with the stock extended. 
Firing from the hip assault position will 
pitch a handful of empty cases into your face 
because of the ejection port’s location on 
top of the upper receiver. The ejection pat¬ 
tern is 15 feet straight up and about 4 feet to 
the rear. 

Machine pistols are highly specialized 
instruments and fill a very small niche in the 
modem small arms arsenal. Rugged, reli¬ 
able and efficient, the Skorpian is one of the 
very few successful weapons in this peculiar 
genre — despite its use by some unsavory 
characters. 

A semiautomatic-only pistol version of the 
Yugoslavian M61(j) is imported by Mitchell 
Arms Inc., Dept. SOF, 2101 East 4th Street, 
Suite 201A, Santa Ana, CA 92705. Missing 
only the stock and selective-fire option, it’s 
priced at $395 and should attract both collec¬ 
tors and shooters. ^ 
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SOF TRAINING 


CAX 

Leatherneck Live-Fire in the 
High Mojave 

Text & Photos by Eric M. Hammel 


I T’S a long way from the lush woodlands 
of Quantico’s Officers’ Candidate 
School to the desert moonscape of the high 
Mojave. But a lot more than distance sepa¬ 
rates the OCS facility in northern Virginia 
and the Marine Corps Air-Ground Combat 
Center at Twenty-nine Palms, California. 

Studying the theories of fire support coor¬ 
dination and combined arms in an OCS 
classroom is fine. But leadership isn’t 
something that can be learned from a book. 
It’s one thing to march your unit around the 
Quantico parade deck, quite another to 
hunker down in the hot desert with a map, 
compass and radio, ordering your men to 
lean more into their supporting artillery and 
mortar fire. 


If OCS is the classroom, the Combined 
Arms Exercise (CAX) at Twenty-nine 
Palms is the ultimate laboratory, a live-fire 
practicum that measures an officer’s ability 
to lead troops in combat. 

Leading a battalion in combat means 
more than just moving troops over varying 
terrain. In addition to directing the efforts of 
his grunts, an infantry battalion commander 
must coordinate a wide variety of support¬ 
ing arms, including mortars, artillery, naval 
gunfire, helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft 
— everything from 81mm mortars to the 
F/A-18 Hornet. 

Marine M60 machine-gun team adds its 
voice to the support mission. 


Finding a facility to handle the scope and 
intensity of any exercise that remotely 
approaches real combat isn’t easy. That’s 
why the live-fire CAX is so important. 
Short of going to war, it represents the ulti¬ 
mate learning experience for everyone in¬ 
volved. And if an officer makes a mistake in 
coordinating his fire support, it can be the 
ultimate dying experience. It’s a tribute to 
the many safety officers who work the Delta 
Corridor — the live-fire zone at Twenty- 
nine Palms — that training fatalities are few 
and far between. 

Each year the combat center hosts up to 
10-reinfo reed Marine battalion landing 
teams (BLTs,) which are composed of a 
standard rifle battalion filled out by a com- 
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pany each of tanks, amtracs, engineers, an 
artillery battery, a section or two of TOW 
missiles, recon units and other combat- 
support elements. In a typical year, eight of 
the reinforced battalion landing teams are 
regular units, and two are reserve units. 

A CAX is the only time and place in the 
Marine Corps in which all the heavy 
weapons that would be at the disposal of a 
battalion commander in a combat scenario 
can be deployed at once. The only conces¬ 
sion to reality is naval gunfire, hard to 
arrange in the Mojave, two hundred miles 
from the nearest coastline. So naval gunfire 
is simulated by 8-inch and 155mm self- 
propelled guns operating off a simulated 
beachhead. 

The thrust of the CAX exercise is the 
training of the battalion commander and his 
fire-support team—forward air controllers, 
air-naval-gunfire liaison companies 
(ANGLICOs), artillery and 81mm mortar 
FO teams — to really support a continuous 
three-day, 60-kilometer offensive operation 
by infantry and tanks. 


As any Marine infantry CO who has been 
involved in a CAX can tell you, this is no 
dog-and-pony show. No battalion com¬ 
mander or staff has ever aced a CAX prob¬ 
lem. As in real war, something always goes 
wrong. This is a tribute to the degree of 
difficulty involved. Too many things hap¬ 
pen at once. The ordnance is live and the 
pressure is real. One might forget what he 
reads in a book. But no smart man ever 
forgets what he learns from mistakes. 

This brings up an important aspect of 
CAX. Men come to make mistakes so they 
can learn. CAX is less a test than a vital 
learning experience. By emphasizing learn¬ 
ing, the CAX controllers believe that the 
battalion commander and his staff stand a 
better chance of focusing on the tactical 

Marine 60mm mortar crews practice with a 
training device that fires an inert dart. 
There’s no need for protective equipment or 
range clearance, and it provides accurate 
deflection, angle and proportional range 
readings. 


problem rather than being preoccupied with 
worry on how superior officers will evaluate 
performance. 

By the time a Marine infantry officer rises 
to the command of a rifle battalion — by all 
measures the pinnacle of his career — he 
has had 20 years of professional training in 
the field and at schools. But nothing in his 
background could possibly prepare him for 
controlling the enormous firepower at his 
disposal. This is why CAX is so vital to 
maintaining combat efficiency without 
actually going to war. 

Fatigue and confusion are two important 
elements of CAX. After jumping off and 
securing fixed objectives during the day, the 
BLT must set up a defensive perimeter the 
first afternoon and defend it the first night 
against a simulated assault by a Soviet 
motorized rifle regiment. On the second 
day, a grueling advance leads to a classic 
simulated Soviet strongpoint astride the 
only possible route of advance through the 
Delta Corridor. Minefields and tank traps 
must be breached and the battalion must be 
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divided to secure outlying positions, before 
moving in for the main assault. That same 
evening, the BLT must undertake a rigorous 
night march over desert mountain terrain 
corrugated by steep arroyos, walled in by 
canyon cliffs. A full third day of action 
completes the exercise. By then, the rein¬ 
forced BLTs —- tanks, infantry, and artil¬ 
lery — is 60 kilometers from its line of 
departure. 

Every movement and fire mission takes 
place in real-time. The only compromises 
are for safety. For example, if the only 
solution to a real tactical problem is to fire 
artillery Very close to Marines on the 
ground, the battalion commander and his 
advisers must set up the mission exactly as 
they would in real life. The artillerymen 
must prepare to fire the mission exactly as 
they would in real life. And the mission 
must actually be fired, though offset to an 
area in which there are no troops. The same 
might be true for an airstrike. But if safety is 
not a factor, artillery and airstrikes must 
find the targets Qr be discounted. Misses 
count as misses and duds count as duds. 

Tactical controllers, omnipresent during 
the operation, look for potential danger as 
much as for tactical or technical errors and 
omissions. If there is the slightest doubt as 
to safety, red smoke appears and the air¬ 
waves come alive with warnings and shouts 
of “Check fire! Check fire! Check fire!” 
The operation instantaneously stops, and it 
resumes only when the controllers agree 
that the danger has passed. 

Real foul-ups occur, and no compromises 
are made. At a recent CAX, a tank company 
commander who had taken out hard targets 
in the Soviet strongpoint with dispassionate 
precision grew impatient as he waited for an 
infantry assault to catch up. The tank officer 

ended up attacking the strongpoint without 

__ 


infantry support. The controllers let him roll 
into an exposed position before announcing 
that he had been “killed” by a Soviet Sag¬ 
ger antitank missile that could very well 
have gotten him in a real war. The result was 
that the company commander and his tank 
— and a second tank that followed him in 
the attack — were dead for the day. 

An artillery survey team that blithely 
surged forward to survey a new battery site 
was informed that it was within range of 
distant simulated Soviet artillery that had 
not yet been bombed into submission. The 
artillerymen spent much of the next half- 
hour with their faces in the sand doing push¬ 
ups. 

When an engineer Unif found it had not 


Marines practice advance across open 
desert. 


BELOW: Marine M60A1 main battle tank 
advances to the front across a broad desert 
plain. 






Marines pause for a quick field briefing. 

brought forward the right equiprherit to 
breach a minefield, the first day's advance 
came to a painful, embarrassing halt until a 
real-time solution could be found; 

The Marine Corps undertook its first bri¬ 
gade-sized CAX in November 1985, and 
plans are afoot to run several each year 
beginning in 1987. There are also plans to 
install more and better targets and to open 
new routes of advance. High-tech laser 


equipment for designating casualties are 
also available for CAX-sized maneuvers, 
the Multiple Integrated Laser Engagement 
System. MILES employs laser transmitters 
and receivers that allow opposing forces to 
“kill” each other in exercises. The infan¬ 
tryman wears a harness with several receiv¬ 
ers attached roughly outlining his body, 
with a separate receiver attached to the hel¬ 
met band. A transmitter mounted on the 
M16 barrel is activated when the trigger is 
pulled. 

Another innovation brings more battle¬ 
field realism to CAX. It’s called “Let’s 
Change the Rules in the Middle of the 
Game.” The rather canned evolution of 
CAX will be replaced by the imposition of 
new and unexpected intelligence reports 
and unanticipated orders from higher head¬ 
quarters. Battalion commanders will be 
given more flexibility in selecting routes of 
advance and intermediate objectives. Re¬ 
quirements for “casualty” treatment and 
evacuation will probably soon add to the 
headaches of the battalion staff in areas of 
logistics and manpower. 

The training and evaluation officers sum 
up the trend toward increasing realism this 
way: The ultimate aim of the CAX is to 
teach battalion commanders — men who 
might have to go sailing off to face real 
enemies in real wars — to orchestrate the 
complex array of arms at their disposal. 
Notwithstanding the probability that the 
CAX experience will teach all participants 
some degree of humility and caution, the 
value of the enterprise is to instill an aware¬ 
ness of what is possible, upside and down¬ 
side. 

Nothing short of being in a war can pre¬ 
pare a man for what he must face. For 
Marines, the CAX is as close to the real 
thing as it gets. ^ 


Eric Hammel is no stranger to writing 
or the USMC. His books include Cho- 
sin: Heroic Ordeal of the Korean War , 
76 Hours: The Invasion of Tarawa and 
The Root, an account of the Marines in 
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SOF KOREA 


HIGH-ALTITUDE 

Holding 'EB d~\WT lO 
the Toughest Ground 

of the DMZ Text & Photos by Rick Fulton 


N EARLY three-and-a-half decades have 
passed since the cannon roar ceased in 
the hills of Korea. The Armistice Agree¬ 
ment ended the Korean War in 1953, yet its 
signing did not mean peace. While conven¬ 
tional war stopped along the DMZ, the 
fighting continues. North Korean soldiers 
periodically probe the defenses of the south, 
and incidents along the demarcation line 
number in the thousands since the war’s 
end. 

American servicemen continue to help 
protect the peninsula, including the volatile 
DMZ, but most of the 135 miles separating 
the Yellow Sea in the west and the Sea of 
Japan in the east are guarded by members of 
the Republic of Korea army and marine 
corps. Americans and Koreans serve 
together, guarding the peace in Korea, in 
the ROK/US Combined Forces Command 
(CFC). 

Headquartered at Yongsan Garrison in 
Seoul, the command is led by an American, 
General William J. Livsey, and a ROK 
four-star general as deputy. The half¬ 
million members of the command have one 
of the toughest military jobs in the world; 
the countryside they defend is rough, rocky 
and heavily overgrown. Minefields are 
many, and the forces of the north periodical¬ 


ly open fire without warning. Yet the Ko¬ 
rean Armistice Agreement — the longest 
ceasefire agreement in the history of mod¬ 
em warfare — remains a viable working 
document thanks to the excellent quality of 
the soldiers who safeguard peace in the 
south — fighters who are ready to meet any 
aggression. 

Holding the high ground in any army 
takes a special kind of soldier. The members 
of the Republic of Korea Army’s 7162nd 
(Baek Doo San) Mountain Infantry Unit are 
a band of professionals who practice their 
craft in what is some of the roughest terrain 
in northeast Asia. The 7162nd lives in the 
shadow of the DMZ and knows the meaning 
of preparedness. It is a place where rifles are 
locked and loaded before boots get tied in 
the morning, where the wearing of two or 
more grenades on night guard duty is as 
common as shaving. 

Simply getting to this unit’s rear area, a 
couple hundred kilometers from CFC head¬ 
quarters in Seoul, is hard. It requires 
perseverance and patience to endure the 
many potholes encountered along the twist¬ 
ing dirt and gravel mountain roads. And 
when you get to the 7162nd headquarters, 
the toughest part is still ahead. Getting to 
one of their forward outposts requires hours 


of slow driving along narrow one-lane dirt 
tracks up twisting switchbacks. 

If you are afraid of heights, forget 4 ‘eyes 
right,” because the only military thought 
that will come to mind is “airborne!” In 
fact, a static-line jump off the edge wouldn’t 
be altogether impossible. But the mines at 
the bottom might pose a problem. 

In summer, fog or clouds often dominate 
the landscape, blocking vision, while ice 
and snow make winter a bitter enemy of this 
mountain infantry unit. Some folks think 
that the DMZ neatly flows on level ground 
in a northeasterly direction across the penin¬ 
sula. This isn’t the case. Up in the Baek Doo 
San mountain unit’s sector, there is at least 
one place where soldiers on watch from 
both sides stare at each other along a north- 
south granite finger. At guardposts on either 
side, the forces are separated by deep val¬ 
leys. The DMZ may be three kilometers 
wide, but because of the way the ground 
flows, it is easy to get within 800 meters of a 
North Korean bunker—and you don’t even 
have to go into the DMZ itself to do that. 

It’s hard country, a place unforgiving of 
carelessness or mistakes. Minefields are 
everywhere: many unmarked ones left from 
the war, as well as some of more recent 
vintage. The cliffs are steep, the granite is 


ROK TOUR 

Rick Fulton is currently a-civilian em¬ 
ployed by the U. S . .Army as a speech’ 
writer. He served in Korea be!ween 
1966 to 1967 in the U.S. Air Force. 
During his most recent tour in Korea, 
1982-1984, he served as a USA JR cap- 
lain in a civil affairs unit, as well as 
being a GS-12 civilian employee. 

Authm- ponts in a bunker on top of the 
highest point of ground along iiw. DMZ 
with a ROK Ekutenanl cnlnnet from the 
7hi2ncl. Fhoto: SFC Terry Lynch 
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sharp, and the heavy undergrowth provides 
concealment for an enemy within short 
range. 

It was over this rugged terrain that, in the 
early 1950s, some of the harshest fighting of 
the Korean War took place: the battles at 
“Punchbowl,” upon “Bloody Ridge” and 
“Heartbreak Ridge.” Those charged with 
holding this ground today learned from the 
past war the importance of their task. 

The ROK two-star general in command 
of this tough force personifies the combat- 
ready soldiers he leads: enthusiastic, tough, 
well disciplined, skilled in combat crafts 
and dedicated to the defense of the Repub¬ 
lic’s freedom. This major general has 
fought communism his entire life, first 
against Kim Il-Sung’s infiltration teams 
during the 1960s and later against the Viet 
Cong in Vietnam. It was in this hard school 
that he came to appreciate the important 
relationship between military readiness and 
physical fitness. It is a lesson he stresses to 
his men. 

His soldiers are required to spend many 
hours in a rigorous PT program. Every unit 
in the 7162nd has its own obstacle course 
and every soldier in the unit, from the gener¬ 
al on down, has to beat the clock in getting 
through it. At least two hours of every train¬ 


ing day are spent with exercises, running 
and tae kwon do. 

The 7162nd also emphasizes moun¬ 
taineering techniques and takes advantage 
of the numerous opportunities for rappel¬ 
ling, as well as rope and free rock climbing 
in the area. Not only do the soldiers con¬ 
stantly practice traversing the mountainous 
terrain, but they also continually practice 
fighting under such difficult conditions. 
One training exercise requires soldiers to 
jump from ledges as high as 7 meters, do a 
tuck-and-roll, come to the kneeling position 
and shred a target 50 meters downrange 
with a burst from their assault rifles. 

A particularly interesting skill, practiced 
regularly, is the ability to hit a small target at 
20 paces with a five-bladed throwing star 
similar to the Japanese shuriken. But the 
toys sold in the United States are nothing 
like these. Think of five sharpened railroad 
spikes welded together, and you have a 
good idea of the weapon I’m trying to de¬ 
scribe. 

Every morning, the soldiers of the 

BELOW: Flame throwers, in addition to 
live ammunition and explosives, add to the 
authenticity of the squad 
bounding overwatch. 


The ROK armed forces emphasize martial 
arts training — tae kwon do — in their 
daily PT program. 


7162nd spend some time throwing then- 
stars at pieces of telephone pole that are 
mounted chest high throughout the various 
company training areas. I watched awhile, 
thought I had it, hit the target once and put 
the next three right in the dirt. The soldiers 
watching my feeble efforts were polite 
enough to hide their grins behind their hands 
and tried to give me a few pointers. It was a 
lost cause. 

Another skill emphasized is the squad 
bounding overwatcb, done with live 
ammunition, blocks of high explosive (C-4) 
and flame-throwers. 

We watched several such exercises, in¬ 
cluding a practice session by a special- 
purpose unit. We were told that the unit 
practices raiding enemy headquarters, so 
they will be ready to do exactly that in the 
event the armistice should fail and full-scale 
war should return to the Korean peninsula. 
Defectors crossing the line from opposing 
North Korean units have given the ROK 
mountain troops a fairly clear idea of how 
the typical small unit communist headquar- 



ABOVE: The soldiers of the 7162nd 
practice throwing these five-bladed stars 
daily. 
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LEFT and ABOVE: 7162nd troopers 
running an obstacle course. 

RIGHT: Soldiers of the 7162nd (Baek Doo 
San) Mountain Infantry Unit are constantly 
preparing for a conflict along the DMZ. 

FAR RIGHT: Overlooking the deep valleys 
below, a ROK soldier of the 7162nd stands 
guard along the highest ground on the 
DMZ. 


ters is set up. 

It takes little imagination to guess the 
specific purpose of the practice raid: the 
quick and absolute elimination of the com¬ 
mand and control elements of the North 
Korean forces in the AO. First, sentries are 
removed. Once inside the simulated head¬ 
quarters, built with rubber tires, the men 
shoot and move through the complex. 
Streams of bullets fly past men engaged in 
setting charges. As the men exit the target, 
the charges blow. One rubber tire sails into 
the air. Even in practice, battlefield realism 
is the order of the day. 

Those of us who served in Vietnam re¬ 
member the tough Korean soldiers of the 
late 1960s. They were on our side in a mean 
and dirty war. And they held up when it got 
tough. The ROKs fought beside us in 
Korea, and they fought beside us in Viet¬ 
nam. The sons of those men are the soldiers 
of the ROK/US Combined Forces Com¬ 
mand today, and we can count on them just 
like we could count on their fathers and 
grandfathers should a war again break out 
on the peninsula. That says it all. ^ 


BELOW: Mountain infantry troops practice 
knife skills. 
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ABOVE: Armed with Ml 6s, the morning 
guard drill high atop the DMZ — on the 
north rim of punchbowl. 

ABOVE RIGHT: A soldier stands at 
attention during 7162nd*s NCO academy 
training. 

RIGHT: Morning PT consists of a rigorous 
routine of obstacle courses, running and tae 
kwon do practice. 
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SOF PHILIPPINES 

MARCOS’ 

BITTER 

LEGACY 

Fear Haunts the Sugar Islands 

Text & Photos by Donald Kirk 



4 4 T^HIS is your Sugar Road,” read the 
X signs along the pot-holed strips of 
blacktop. The road stretched inland from 
the coastal city of Bacolod, a sweltering city 
on the island of Negros, to the slopes of the 
mountains running north-south down the 
spine of the island. Bumping along the 
slowly narrowing roads, cutting through 
seas of cane, I realized that the countryside 
really belongs — or did belong — to the 
warlords who once held sway with the 
harshness of feudal chieftains over most of 
this improverished Philippine island. 

A gravel airstrip cuts a swath through 
cane fields rustling slowly in a hot afternoon 
breeze. It was a first clue of the power 
wielded by a legendary friend of Ferdinand 
Marcos before the dictator was dumped last 
February. At the end of the strip in a cluster 
of neat thatched buildings was the head¬ 
quarters of Robert H. Benedicto’s private 
army. Its mission: to protect Benedicto, a 
sugar cane king and one of Marcos’ “super¬ 
cronies.” 

I got out of my car just beyond the end of 
the strip and walked warily up to a couple of 
T-shirted young guards clutching Ml6s. 

“Private army?” The men seemed sur¬ 
prised by my question. No, they told me, 
they were members of the Philippine Con¬ 
stabulary (PC), an internal peace-keeping 
force commanded by General Fidel Ramos, 
one of the men who helped engineer the 
revolt that finally toppled Marcos. 

No one else was in the area except for a 
few members of the Civilian Home Defense 
Force (CHDF), a ragtag band of militiamen 
supported by the planters to defend their 
land from communist guerrillas and bandits 
holed up in the mountains. 

The presence of the CHDF provides in¬ 
sight into the power that Benedicto and the 
other Marcos supercronies once wielded 
over the island — and much of the rest of the 
country. It was the CHDF that made up the 
private armies that Benedicto and the other 
warlords could then command behind a cov¬ 
er of legitimacy. They looted homes, ex¬ 
acted payoffs and, along with regular army 
troops and PC members, engaged in “sal¬ 
vaging” — a euphemism to describe the 
execution of suspected New People’s Army 
insurgents. The communist guerrilla army 
numbers about 16,000 and operates in 
almost every province. 

On orders from Marcos' successor, Cora- 
zon Aquino, General Ramos has told the PC 
and the army to recover all arms issued to 
the CHDF and the supercronies. The hun¬ 
ters have become the hunted. 

His private planes have long since 
whisked Benedicto away to exile. But the 
empty offices of his Philippine Sugar Com¬ 
mission and the National Sugar Trading 


TOP: A painting of Ferdinand and Imelda 
Marcos still hangs in the city hall at Laoag 
City, Philippines. 

LEFT: The Philippine armed forces have 
been charged with cleaning up the private 
armies as well as trying to control the NPA. 
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Corporation remain. The headquarters 
buildings, beyond a few hundred yards of 
sugar cane, are vacant except for a few 
grinning private guards with badges saying 
“Royal Protective” — still another Bene¬ 
dict force. 

We roared through a countryside shim¬ 
mering in the scorching sun, searching for 
the great haciendas behind whose tall walls 
lurked diehard elements of the private 
armies. 1 was after not only the forces of 
RHB — the initials by which everyone re¬ 
fers to Benedict — but also those of the 
other two top supercronies, Eduardo 
“Danding” Cojuangco and Armando 
“Armin” Gustillo. 

We didn’t really expect to see the big men 
themselves — they had fled before Aquino 
took power. Benedict safely got out before 
Marcos toppled, while Cojuangco and his 
family climbed aboard the same U.S. Air 
Force jet that carried Marcos and his family 
to safety in Hawaii. As for Gustillo, he had 
gone into hiding within the sprawling for¬ 
tress from which he still claimed to govern 
Negros del Norte, the island’s new northern 
province, cut out by Marcos specifically as 
a favor for his friend. 

As these once-powerful men fell from 
power, they left behind men and women 
caught between confusion and relief, and 
the sense that life might get a lot worse 
before it gets better. 

“We are moving out today because we 
have no more food,” said Philippine Con¬ 
stabulary Sergeant Julio Teson, in charge of 
16 men holed up in a guardhouse overlook¬ 
ing one of Cojuangco’s estates. We stood on 
the lower slopes of the Canlaon volcano, 
serenely cool, several thousand feet above 
the coastal flatlands. 

“We are in danger here,” he went on, 
looking over his shoulder toward the volca¬ 
no. Beyond the next ridge, he told me, are 
NPA guerrillas. “We cannot go there. It is 
very dangerous.” 

The sergeant wouldn’t say if his troops 
were official CHDF members or an infor¬ 
mal security cadre. But outside the entrance 
one of the men told me that most of them 
were private soldiers for Cojaungco. The 
guard house was a small fort, lined with 
cement and sandbags, far better made than 
any of the flimsy PC or army outposts I’d 
seen. Just below it was a helicopter pad 
surrounded by flowers. 

Roosters crowed as we walked down the 
slope. Hundreds of them were tied to stalls, 
each with a small shelter. I walked between 
rows of roosters to a shed where several 
sinewy, tough-looking men eyed me suspi¬ 
ciously. At least 1,000 fighting cocks were 
ready for sale at $100 apiece. “It’s better to 
breed fighting cocks than to plant sugar 
here,” one of the men explained. “Sugar 
prices are too low.” He suggested I go to 
Hacienda Candelaria, the center of Co¬ 
juangco’s activities on the entire island. 
There I might find some of the old warlord’s 
men. 

We found the hacienda far down the 
slopes, on a side road in the midst of sugar 
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COUNTERFEIT GUNS 

The venerable warlord happily 
boasted of his power as he sat in his 
fiefdom in Danao on the island of Cebu 
in the Philippines. “For 60 years I am in 
politics,” said Ramon Durano, short, 
stocky, still tough-looking at 80. “My 
time in this life is almost over. I am 
utilizing the rest of my life for the next 
life. I believe in the reality of eternity,” 

His gentlemanly magnanimity was 
overshadowed by the huge sugar mills 
nearby that made him one of the richest, 
strongest men in the Philippines. But 
one message came through loud and 
clear: “There is no party here. There is 
only Ramon Durano. When I say vote 
for someone, they will vote for him.” 

Arms and money backed up Durano’s 
power, but he claims his gunmen now 
number only 80, all guards on the 
payroll of his Insular Security Company. 
He admits to having 5,(XX) people work¬ 
ing for him — someone in just about 
every family in the community of 
60,000. So deep, so far-reaching is his 
authority that he no longer needs mobs 
of gunmen to preserve law, order and 
basic security. He can call upon any 
able-bodied male he knows to protect 
him from occasional opposition politi¬ 
cians, leftist organizers and other public 
nuisances — meaning anyone who 
might be foolish enough to think of 
shooting it out for a piece of his business 
or terrain. 

The evidence of Durano’s wealth and 
power are everywhere. But nothing 
illustrates his confidence in that power 
more than the flourishing gun-making 
industry he has allowed to exist. Virtual¬ 
ly every other house chums out counter¬ 
feit U.S. brand-name revolvers for sale 
around the world. 

“It is a home industry,” Durano 
stated, deprecatingly, with his usual air 
of child-like innocence. ‘ ‘I told them it is 
illegal. I cannot prevent the people. 
They make guns instead of making bas¬ 
kets.” v 

Sure. Isn’t he the least afraid that 
some of these characters will start shoot¬ 
ing it out among themselves — or 
arming some of his enemies? No way. 
“We don’t have the army or Philippine 
Constabulary here,“ he said, meaning 
he wouldn’t let them set up posts in the 
area. “We have no salvaging.” 

On down the beach, in little thatched 


A flourishing cottage industry exists in 
Danao, one that turns out counterfeit 
guns of every type engraved with 
realistic trademarks and “Made in 
USA.” 

fishermen’s huts, a kid offered me a 
shiny black “Colt” revolver for the 
equivalent of $50. No thanks. 

I wandered among the huts and dis¬ 
covered a “factory” that assembles 
firearms. It was a backyard workshop at 
which a young man fitted the pieces 
together with hand tools. “Made in 
USA,” was inscribed on a pretty pistol 
that went for about $30, more realistic 
than the previous offer but probably still 
high. “Smith & Wesson, Springfield, 
Mass.,” the inscription read. 

In the center of town, another entre¬ 
preneur showed off his own unique in¬ 
vention — a homemade assault rifle that 
held an M16 magazine and fired on auto¬ 
matic or semi-automatic. It was just a 
demo model, though. “I have made only 
one,” he said, “I am still testing.” 

A couple of blocks away I met Rogel- 
io Durano, who assured me he was not 
related to the ruling Durano. Rogelio’s 
specialty was cutting imprints. “Nation¬ 
al Magnum,” “Government Model 
Colt, ’ ’ “Sturm, Ruger & Co. ” ‘ ‘It’s just 
a matter of what kind you want,” he 
beamed, showing how it was done. He 
then produced sheets of statistics that 
revealed the importance of the industry 
to the entire community, including the 
warlord himself. 

About 750 craftsmen and 375 assis¬ 
tants turned out 3,500 pieces a month for 
sale at about $25 each for a gross income 
of more than $1 million yearly. But 
that’s not all. A grand total of about 
40,000 people are involved, full and 
part-time, including the craftsmen who 
carve the beautiful wooden stocks for 
some of the pistols, gluers who apply 
protective coating to the finished pro¬ 
ducts, engravers who do the logos and 
designs on the metal, as well as an army 
of runners. 

The easiest way to start a civil revolt 
in this town, it sedms, would be to try to 
shut down the gun trade. “We will fight 
to the last,” said Rogelio. “The manu¬ 
facture of guns will go on. ” 

Nor does the warlord Durano have 
any fear for the future “Danao is a 
peaceful town.” he smiled, “and I am 
the peacemaker. ” 
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MURDER CITY 

It happens almost every day. An 
anonymous voice calls up Joe Velasco„ 
manager of radio station DX MF,. mid 
teds him to hurry over lo the scene. Like 
a typlcsff metropolitan police re]wirier, tic 
hustles off in hJs van. He knows more or 
(ess whid to expect. ^There's the body, 
hands lied* no ID/' explained Velasco. 
"Maybe it's simple retaliation — or 
another saA 'aging," a euphemism tor 
political execution. 

Vfeiasoo T in charge of the little station 
for eight years, has albums of photo¬ 
graphs to document his experience and 
attest to the reputation of Davao City, a 
sprawling, brawling enclave on the 
southeastern coast of Mindanao. LxtcaEs 
know ji better as "murder city.” 

t he Indies li£ in all poses r some with 
clean bid tei marks, victims of vengeance 
by the communist New People’s Army 
(NPA.h others hacked and stOfn]>ed and 
bludgeoned in Philippine military-style 
salvaging. Many of these victims are 
dumped in salvage dumps, hence the 
term. 

Not even Velasco ami his vrtcran re¬ 
porters can explain rise pervasive vio¬ 
lence. There wens 848 politically related 
homicides In 1985, ami die 1986 trend 
indicates no lei-up. 

Neither- side is very popukir among 
the ordinary dri^enry. but the animosity 
is based [ess on polities than on practical 
matters of every day survival. "The peo¬ 
ple have no use for the NPA and on use 
for the government because both steal 
their chickens/' said the Reverend Paul 
Fluster, a transplanted Long Islander 
w-ho’.s been teaching here for more than 
20 years. 

The NPA has targeted Davao, a 
crowded city of about 600,000 sur¬ 
rounded by farmland and forest, as one 
of its first objectives. MPA li sparrow 
wills'* [error!?e the people in search of 
likely assassination victims. 1 found Lhe 
signs of their presence painted In red on 
nearly every wail in the city's squalid 
Agdao district pot Ballots," 

read one of lhe slogans 11 Aaioy, Join the 
NPA/ r and "Mahuhay JMPA/' lauded a 
third, meaning, L "Long Live the NPA. ‘" 

At otic mtctaection was lhe burnl-out 
shell of a police station, torched by guer¬ 
rillas and never rebuilt, Propaganda 
units wandered the streets nightly, 
preaching simple lessons to audiences 
too intimidated to report them. "They 
do not talk about communism but lhe 
present condition of the country, 11 said a 
local resident. "They bdk about high 
prices and government harassment/' 

Turning down a fetid alley toward the 
docks, I wandered into Bamo Bagunbu- 
hay. literally "Rasrio New Life/ 1 Ie/ s 
more popularly known as "Barrio 


Red splashes ofNFA jiruiTuli arc 
pai n tad on nearly every wall of Danau 
Oty. 

Death/ 1 The letter name seemed more 
appropriate. The Philippine Constabu¬ 
lary fPC j and the NPA have killed so 
iTiutiy "aympaihizers” ufoncsideorthe 
other rhai hardly anyone wants lo talk, 

"This is a squatter area," said Rolan 
do Octilan. manager of DXRH, a public 
Service radio station on Lhe edge of the 
barrio L £ People have howhwere to go. ’ 1 
The initials NPA were splashed in huge 
red letters on the back Wall of the station, 
"Maybe something could happen to us> 
so to avoid misunderstanding we leave it 
that way/ 1 

The PC hm also done its share of 
antagonizing rhe people by running a 
program of 1 ‘military zoning 1 ' — mark¬ 
ing certain areas for operations, rum¬ 
maging through everything in sight and 
rounding up people tor questioning. The 
PC planted NPA “returnees 11 as spies, 
disguising them as vendors. Those pin¬ 
pointed as NPA organizers by these gov. 
eminent irlfilltatorS were "salvaged.” 

The people, however, still "sym¬ 
pathize with the NPA/ 1 reported one 
resident. "If there's an offensive per¬ 
son, ihe NPA kills him. It's called Jura 
dc Kiitsilyu — L .h I s lice of the Knife. 1 rF 
Sonwtimes NPA amenta ate known to 


make their point by "liquidation in day ■ 
lighl, Using their guns before a lot of 
people.” 

The NPA "are recruiting/ 7 the Rev- 
enend John Doterwdch, a Jesuit mis¬ 
sionary troni New York, told me, "The 
mare unemployment, Lhe more danger 
that people will (join) them. ” 

But the government is taking steps to 
clean up its act. The Reverend Juneterio 
Barce I on, presides t of A leneo of Davao k 
i lie city's leading university, told me that 
the marines, the PCs and lhe army have 
tried to ferret out the had eggs, pul ting 
over 20 government offenders in the 
stockade. Marine patrols in the sur¬ 
rounding rural areas, have cut down NPA 
infiltration. The marines' T hird Brigade 
commander, Colonel RudoLfo Biazon, 
responsible for much of die metropolitan 
area, claimed that the company-sized 
NPA guerrilla units left for the nearby 
mountains early this year. Now small 
groups of kids in their leens carrying 
hand gienades and pistols try to mtloe- 
mnaie the peasant farmers. "They ask 
for protection money. They initimidate 
other people into supporting the move- 
menL They make an example hy killing 
people.” 

With NPA leaders split l^etween pro- 
Sovict* and Maoist factions, between 
advocates of straight terror and slow 
proselyti/.iTi£ T Col. Blazon's 1,500 
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marines patrol the villages and forests 
with little fear of ambush. “Before peo¬ 
ple would not talk,” said Lieutenant 
Achilles Sogumalian, as he led a dozen 
men through coconut plantations along a 
stream. “They don’t want to be seen 
with us.” He stopped to offer condo¬ 
lences to some men building a child’s 
coffin. “Dayao City is the worst in the 
Philippines,*’ he continued, “but the 
NPA has failed here. This is their experi¬ 
ment station.” 

The odds against living a normal life 
are much worse north of the city, along a 
stretch of highway in the hill country 
patrolled by Task Group Panther. Sol¬ 
diers reported ambushes and minings 
almost daily, and people in remote mar¬ 
ketplaces do not bother to disguise then- 
sympathy with the communists. 

“Elements within the government are 
still harassing some people,” said a 
young man wearing dark sunglasses in a 
small restaurant at a place called Baran- 
guay KingKing. “The way the NPA 
treats the people is humanitarian. There 
is more equal distribution.” He spoke so 
highly of the communists that there 
could be little doubt that he was one of 
them. 

“I was formerly a sales supervisor,” 
he went on, writing what was probably a 
code name, Arseng Mortal, in my note¬ 
book, “but I found out there was ex¬ 
ploitation, so I quit my job” — a highly 
unlikely story among a people desperate 
for food and money. Certainly, he con¬ 
tinued, the NPA * ‘ask for help’ ’ but “not 
taxes.” The guerrillas, he insisted, “are 
roaming around, getting in touch with 
the people.” “Last year,” added 
another man at the table “there was a 
peaceful dialogue with the guerrillas 
asking support from the people.” 

Although the NPA was easy enough 
for me to look up, some of the govern¬ 
ment troops had a problem finding them. 
Back down the road, a PC captain with 
“Ranger” and “Jungle Fighter” patch¬ 
es on his fatigues, told me he had “no 
idea where the NPA was,” and pointed 
vaguely toward the range of hills behind 
us. “They are beyond that,” he said. 

Another 30 miles down the road, I ran 
into the task force commander, Colonel 
Marcello Blando. “The NPA are all 
over,” he admitted. “They’re just wait¬ 
ing for orders from their headquarters. ” 
Blando relaxed on the front porch of a 
ramshackle headquarters complex pro¬ 
tected by little more than barbed wire 
and a few T-shirted troops. He had just 
returned from the scene of an ambush in 
which six of his men were killed. ‘ ‘The 
people reported groups of NPA roaming 
around, imposing taxes, asking for five 
pesos, about 25 cents, apiece and one 
liter of rice,” he said. “They are 
afraid.” 


plantations. The high concrete walls, 
topped by barbed wire, rose silently around 
an estate that might by now be deserted. The 
metal gate was closed, but someone opened 
a door beside it and let me in. Inside were 
campaign posters for Marcos and a jeep 
with a sign in white letters: “Jungle Fight¬ 
ers.” It was not clear who was fighting 
whom. Soldiers — or rather men in varying 
uniforms — lounged sullenly beneath the 
roof of a house by the gate. Some of them 
clutched Ml6s. One was armed only with a 
guitar. 

Apparently members of the army and the 
PC were there, as were militia members and 
private security forces. On orders from 
General Ramos, the Army and PC troopers 
had told the CHDF and private security 
guards to turn over a cache of weapons that 
Cojuangco had piled up inside the hacienda. 
Tension was evident, but government 

Continued on page 85 

BELOW: Armin Gustillo’s private soldiers 
guard the sprawling fortress from which he 
still claims to control the island of Negros 
del Norte. 

BOTTOM: Philippine warlord Ramon 
Durano’s wealth and power is strong and 
widespread throughout Danao, on the island 
of Cebu. 
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SOF LEBANON 




Christian Soldiers Man the Green Line 


Text & Photos by Dale Andrade 


S ERENE, almost like any other neighborhood street scene. 

Children pedal by on bicycles, their shouts of glee audible 
after their racing shapes dart around the comer. Wrinkled old 
women lug overstuffed shopping bags to their apartments after a 
day at the market. Men sit in the shadows of open doorways, 
lost in contemplation over the next move in a backgammon 
game. 

But in Beirut, appearances can be deadly deceptive. 

Just a couple hundred meters west of this idyllic scene, the 
neighborhood charm gives way to a sinister tension. Nothing 
moves. Hulking skeletons of bombed and shattered buildings 
hint of bygone grandeur, when Beirut was still referred to as the 
Paris of the Middle East. But the sounds of gay prosperity have 
fled, replaced by the staccato burst of automatic weapons and 
the resounding boom of an RPG. Good times past are but a 
ghost, glimpsed in the occasional fleeting form of a soldier 
sprinting between gutted buildings; stark against a tortured 
cityscape, then gone. Stillness returns. 

This zone of abject destruction divides the Christians in east 
Beirut from their enemies in Muslim west Beirut. Welcome to 
the Green Line. 

Beruit’s Green Line is a no-man’s land, a real-life version of 
the movie Escape from New York , a terrible reminder of man’s 
willingness to fight over any cause at any price. Religious 
feuding is one of the few constants in Lebanon’s history; 
Christians and Muslims battling over hearts and minds as well 
as territory. 


ABOVE: War’s rubble provides cover for this LF militiaman as he 
faces his Muslim enemies in west Beirut. 

RIGHT: Moving through the wreckage of the Green Line, a MAG 
gunner searches for a place to set up his weapon. 

Lebanon’s rugged high country looms directly over the coast, 
a refuge from oppression for thousands of years. Soldiers and 
conquerers since the beginning of civilization have marched 
across this coastal sliver, strategically located in the eastern 
Mediterranean. Early Christians fled the wrath of Islam in the 
seventh century, choosing a life in the mountains over religious 
persecution under the heel of the militant Muslims. After a few 
hundred years Lebanon became home to dozens of religious 
communities, a veritable museum of the Middle East’s losers in 
the fight for political and religious ascendancy. 

Path To Anarchy 

Lebanon was doomed to outside meddling since its formal 
independence in 1943. France granted Lebanon’s freedom at the 
territorial expense of Greater Syria. To the Syrians, as well as 
to many Lebanese Muslims who initially felt a greater 
identification with Syria, Lebanon was a bastard creation. Syria 
refused to recognize Lebanese sovereignty in any direct fashion. 
For example, Syria opened no embassy in Beirut. 

Over the years, the two nations traveled increasingly 
divergent paths. Lebanon opted for republicanism and economic 
laissez faire; Syria adopted radical political and military 
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solutions to its perceived problems. And while Lebanon clung 
to a notion of its “special status” in the Arab world, Syria saw 
itself as the epicenter of Arabism, as she had once been in the 
seventh and eighth centuries. This set the historical stage for 
Lebanon’s present anarchy. 

By the 1950s, the schism between and among Christian and 
Muslim factions began to seriously erode the central 
government’s authority. Militias — mostly elaborate bodyguard 
units for the various warlords — were mustered all over the 
country. Two of the most notable leaders in Lebanese Christian 
society were Pierre Gemayel and Camille Chamoun, both of 
whom rose to the position of prime minister in later years. 

Lebanon’s most serious troubles began in the mid-1970s. 
Events since then have made Beirut synonymous with a new 
and still-emerging form of warfare: political and religious 
terrorism is the academic description; random, mindless 
violence is a more accurate definition. 

Conventional scholars tell us that the civil war began 13 
April 1975, when Christian militia of the Kataeb Party 
massacred 26 Palestinians in a bus outside a church in Ayn 
al-Rummana. In reality, the war had already begun. Some argue 
that it actually began with independence from colonial rule. But 
the massacre focused world attention on a long-simmering 
conflict that had finally boiled over into wholesale bloodshed. 
The violence no longer was isolated. Lebanon unmistakably was 
tom by civil war. 

That war supposedly ended in 1977. But in reality it goes on. 


Lebanese countersniper team: AKs and an RPG-7 blast away at 
Amal snipers. 

The families of 241 U.S. Marines who died there in 1983 will 
testify to that. The Lebanese army, made up of Christians and 
Muslims, degenerated into various sectarian components. The 
Lebanese Forces (LF), an umbrella organization for various 
Christian militias, rose out of necessity to fill the vacuum of 
authority. 

From mid-1976, the militias of GemayeFs Phalangist Party 
and Chamoun’s National Liberal Party, which formed the 
backbone of the Christian forces, were commanded respectively 
by their sons, Bashir Gemayel and Dany Chamoun, Today, the 
trend is toward a more centralized militia with the ultimate goal 
being a joint command for liason between Lebanese army and 
militia units. 

But as the various forces jockeyed for control of real estate 
and political influence — sometimes Christian against Christian, 
Muslim against Muslim — Lebanon slid deeper into anarchy, 
further from an effective government. 

Large parts of Lebanon are now occupied by Syria and much 
Christian land has been stolen and occupied by the Druze. 
Beirut, the capital city, is sharply divided along religious battle 
lines. But life goes on in the midst of daily death. Crowds of 
shoppers push and shove their way through downtown east 
Beirut looking for a bargain, Lebanese traffic jams, known the 
world over, still clog the coastal highway between Beirut and 
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Jounieh. The occasional car bomb or artillery bombardment 
punctuates the reality of life in Lebanon, Then the dust clears 
and life resumes under the wail of ambulances. In Beirut there’s 
one fact of life. Death can come anytime, anyplace. 

The Green Line 

Nowhere in Lebanon is the religious and political conflict 
more sharply contrasted than by the no-man’s land that divides 
east and west Beirut known as the Green Line. To go there is to 
arrive in another world. It is Verdun and Stalingrad rolled into 
one. Christians and Muslims eyeball each other over fixed gun 
positions — a sort of urban trenchline — within this ghost town 
centered between two bustling sub-cities. Sandbagged tunnels 
and building-top sniper nests conjure up images of urban 
European street fighting in World War II. 

But there is a bizarre twist. This war is stagnant on the Green 
Line although people still die here. A Christian soldier on guard 
duty in a sandbagged machine-gun position put it in 
perspective. “This is the only war where you can fight, walk a 
few hundred meters into town and sit down for a pizza.” 

The Green Line defies definition. 

My trip to the front was relatively easy — and hair-raising. 
My driver took me there as off-handedly as he might have 
driven me to the chamber of commerce. To ride in a car in 
Beirut is an experience. To drive there would be insane. 
Automobiles rush in an apparently random blur of blaring horns 
and screeching tires down the coastal highway. To the 
uninitiated it seems as if cars in Lebanon have their horns and 


brakes cross-wired. It’s 70 mph bedlam on asphalt. Yes, Road 
Warriors does come to mind. 

As the highway rises up on concrete pylons and slips into the 
Muslim section of town, heavy traffic thins out like magic. 
There is little chance of accidentally driving into the Muslim 
sector, though. An army roadblock keeps unwary motorists out 
of the danger zone. Unlike my LF driver, most natives choose 
safer approaches to the Green Line. They see no reason to run 
this shell-pocked gauntlet. But my driver no doubt wanted to 
impress the new guy in town. He did. 

As he punched the accelerator to the floor and began a 
screeching zig-zag toward an army roadblock, it dawned on me 
that this might not be a Triple-A approved route. My fears were 
confirmed as I looked out to see our car zipping between small 
shell craters and chunks of asphalt, big-bore testimony to 
random Muslim shells lobbed over the Green Line. If this 
weren’t enough, battered buildings of the western edge of the 
'Muslim frontline loomed over us. This was the pointy end of 
Indian country; sniper heaven. 

Our car cut a sharp left at the roadblock and skirted along the 
road closest to the Green Line. Soldiers and civilians who 
frequent this area instinctively know all the angles of fire from 
potential sniper positions. Streets running east-west over the 
green line were blocked off by 10-foot dirt berms or huge 
rectangular steel cargo boxes hauled up from the shipyards and 
stacked on top of each other. Gigantic walls of these boxes 
lined the streets, the jagged patterns of bullet holes in the steel 
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CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS 

Instability is the only constant in Lebanese life these days. 
Their economy, lifestyle and government have faded into mere 
shadows of an affluent past. One would think the military would 
be a constant in such a wartom country, but in Christian Leba¬ 
non, even that has failed. 

During the mid-1970s, the Lebanese government lost control. 
Religious and political strife ripped the social fabric. Nothing 
was left untouched, not even the army. Various military units 
chose sides, leaving the central government with no means of 
enforcing its authority. 

Enter the Christian militias. 

The militias had been around informally since the 1960s, but 
they reached a do-or-die point in 1976. The rival Christian 
militia factions had to set aside their differences in favor of more 
formal cooperation or face defeat by their Muslim counterparts. 

Although they are by no means completely consolidated, the 
Christain militias have maintained enough cohesiveness to 
evolve into a vital aspect of survival for Christian Lebanon. 
These far-flung citizen soldiers reorganized into the Lebanese 
Forces (LF), the official name for the Christian militias. As a 
result, morale and combat efficiency improved markedly. The 
LF continues to be a major factor in the battle against the 
Syrian-controlled Muslim militias. 

True to its militia heritage, however, the LF is more of a 
citizen army than a professional military institution. Many in the 
LF ranks hold civilian jobs or attend college while they are 
serving. There is no traditional rank structure as such. Authority 
is commensurate with the amount of responsibility assigned to 
the commanders and other members in a unit. 

Manpower organization is more formal, based on a traditional 
military model of brigade, battalion, company, platoon and 
squad. Most in the ranks are infantrymen, but the LF also has 
limited armor and artillery assets. LF armor is comprised mainly 
of Super-Shermans, AMX-13s and Panhard armored cars. 

The LF infantry carry primarily Soviet-bloc small arms, most¬ 
ly purchased from Israel. An alpine brigade for mountain war¬ 
fare, a corp of engineers and a small navy round-out LF assets. 

The LF once could field 18,000 troops, but its strength is 
down to about 8,000 men. This manpower decline is attributed 
directly to Amin Gemayel’s rise to power as national president. 


On alert: Lebanese Forces watch for enemy Eiiovcmcnt. 

His plan called for the Lebanese army to take on the responsibil¬ 
ity of defending the Christian population. Unfortunately, 
Gemayel proved ineffective and the Lebanese Forces have be¬ 
gun to rebuild their strength in anticipation of a new policy for 
Christian security. 

The mission of the LF is simple — rid Lebanon of all foreign 
armies. Although not an easy task, the LF is prepared to wage 
war against not only the irregular forces on the Green Line, but 
also against regular armies such as Syria, or possibly Israel. In 
the past six or seven years, the LF has begun training for rural 
battle environments. This was a big change in doctrine for the 
LF, which had almost exclusive experience in urban street 
fighting. It also points to a change in strategy. The Christians 
expect the next war to take place in the countryside. 

Since the LF can be expected to be inferior to the enemy in 
terms of manpower and firepower, it must adapt accordingly. 
Terrain is the foremost concern of the LF and they are trained to 
take full advantage of Lebanon’s rugged countryside. Terrain 
also dictates weapons procurement. Mortars take precedence 
over heavier artillery because they are more mobile and easier to 
shield against air attack. Anti-tank weapons — mostly Milans 
and TOWs — enable the LF to challenge enemy tank units in the 
mountains more effectively than a regiment of M-60s or T-72s. 

While the majority of the militia’s fighters are volunteers, a 
system of conscription was established in July 1982. The system 
draws on a two-year preconscription program developed in the 
secondary schools. It requires all students (male and female) to 
undergo training on weekends and for 21 days each summer 
during the junior and senior years of high school. After gradua¬ 
tion the conscripts undergo three months of basic training, two 
months of specialized training and ten months of actual military 
service- 

The Lebanese Christian militias have come a long way since 
the days when splintered factions fought each other almost as 
often as they fought their Muslim enemies. With the trend 
toward working more closely with the army, the Lebanese 
military might be able to hold its own against the. array of 
Syrian-sponsored forces that seek to splinter Lebanon into obli¬ 
vion. 
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Crouching behind a sandbagged barrier, a Christian militiaman 
scans no-man’s land for snipers. 

skin providing irrefutable proof of their necessity. In some 
places, ancient buses and cars were piled up to form a wall 20 
feet high. Any material would do when it came to erecting a 
wall between the Christians and their enemies. 

The car drove along the line, speeding up to cross low 
sections in the street fortifications and slowing down in the 
sparsely populated residential sections crouched precariously 
close to the Green Line. Suddenly, we rounded a comer and 
sped between two gutted apartment buildings. 

We were there. One could sense potential danger. You just 
couldn’t see it. 

This is Alpha Sector. It is the first area of the Green Line 
that was under control of the Lebanese Forces. The section 
from the port area south to Alpha Sector is patrolled by the 
Lebanese army. 

My guide and I walked toward the first LF position. The area 
had once been a main thoroughfare through the hotel district of 
Beirut; cratered remnants of broad sidewalks and street-front 
shops hinted of more prosperous days. The crumbling elegance 
of French colonial architecture was still evident. Grass and 
weeds sprouted through cracks in the buildings and sidewalks, 
opened by artillery bombardments. The Green Line is not 
heavily manned. Squads of LF militiamen occupy positions at 
200-meter intervals, sometimes greater. 

Gunfire erupted a few hundred meters away. I expressed an 
interest in getting a closer look, so my guide led me through the 
labyrinth of stairwells and fractured living quarters. We made 
our way into the half-darkness of an old office building, next to 
a string of row houses, each one linked to the next by a 5-foot 
hole knocked through the wall. Naked bulbs hung from bare 
wires provided just enough dim light to make the shadows seem 
even more sinister. 

We heard voices ahead. I rounded the comer through the last 
hole. A squad of soldiers, obviously preparing for action, 
suddenly surrounded me. I hope these are good guys, I thought, 
seeing there would be no chance to run. Only their leader spoke 
English. 

“We have been troubled by a sniper in those buildings,” he 
said to my considerable relief. Thank goodness he had not been 
troubled by journalists. His hand motioned to a section of mins 
that formed a small salient into the Christian lines. 

The Muslim Amal militia occupied the area opposite Alpha 
Sector. Amal is not known for its fire discipline. It’s relatively 
easy to tell who’s shooting at you, one soldier explained. The 
better-trained Palestinians pop off three-shot bursts and then 
move to a new vantage point. Amal and Hezbollah crank off 
entire 30-round magazines at anything that moves. 

Lebanese Forces troopers are armed mainly with AKs of 
almost every conceivable variety: Polish, Czech, Egyptian, 
Romanian, Soviet and Chinese models. AKs with folding stocks 
were the obvious preference. They maneuver better in the 
confines of this concrete maze, the soldiers will tell you, but 
there was no mistaking the obvious macho appeal . Also 
scattered among the LF ranks were FALs and Ml6s. 

The favorite weapon, though, is the RPG. Four RPG-7 
launchers leaned against the pock-marked walls, the projectiles 
strewn about the floor. Considering the small group of soldiers, 
the ratio of RPGs came out to about one launcher for every five 
men. 

Moments later, a militiaman dressed in Israeli-style fatigues, 
web gear and flak jacket grabbed an RPG launcher, rammed a 
rocket home and armed it. He sauntered off toward a dirt berm 
outside our building, followed by three other soldiers with their 
AKs slung in the assault position. 

Sensing trouble, I tagged along. 

“We’re going to knock the sniper out of that building,” the 
commander said, pointing to a half-collapsed building. Back out 

Continued on page 88 
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M OST people associate silencers with 
the little black tubes James Bond and 
Napoleon Solo screwed on the barrels of 
their respective pistols when fighting agents 
from T.H.R.U.S.H. or Spectre. Their 
knowledge and understanding of these de¬ 
vices ends there, in the realm of Hollywood 
fiction. But even those with just a cursory 
interest in weapons exotica should know 
just what should be expected of a good 
sound suppressor. 

Effective silencer design is keyed to the 
specific weapon and ammunition to be 
paired with the device. Design variations in 
the weapon itself and the way that weapon 
operates can make silencer design very sim¬ 
ple or extremely complex. Likewise, high- 
velocity ammunition, with its attendant 
high pressures and combustion tempera¬ 
tures, requires different techniques of 
silencer construction than do subsonic 
rounds. 

These combined factors make it desirable 
for the designer to approach his problem as a 
weapon system of three basic components: 
weapon, ammunition and silencer. Concen¬ 
trating solely on the construction of the 
“can,” or silencer body, leads to less than 
optimum performance. 

In developing such a weapon system, 
three operational requirements should be 
kept in mind: 

1) When silenced, the weapon should 
also function reliably, and with readily 
available ammo. 

2) A good silencer will withstand several 
thousand continuous rounds of fire with no 
increase in noise level or muzzle flash. 

3) The silencer should be detachable if 
feasible. A permanently attached silencer 
decreases the weapon’s flexibility signifi¬ 
cantly. 

The Gun 

For use with its .22 silencer, La France 
Specialties has standardized the Ruger 
semi-auto pistol, starting with either the 6- 
inch standard barrel or the 5V£~inch bull 
barrel. The Ruger is an ideal choice for a 
silenced pistol. The fixed barrel not only 
gives excellent accuracy, but provides a 
sturdy mount for the silencer. Action noise 
is minimal and the shrouded, lightweight 
bolt virtually eliminates breech flash and 
blowback in the operator’s face. 

The barrel length is shortened to 5 inches, 
and the diameter is reduced. External 
threads are cut into the barrel just ahead of 
the receiver to accept the silencer. Four 
rows of .046-inch diameter bleed holes are 
then drilled into the barrel. These holes re¬ 
duce gas pressure to a level that keeps the 
projectile subsonic and also routes some of 
the hot gases into the silencer’s expansion 
chamber for cooling. 

Many silencer manufacturers use .062- 
inch or larger bleed holes. A widely-held 
misconception is that small holes become 
clogged easily. Gas pressure actually keeps 
them open. And larger holes tend to strip 
material from the bullet, upsetting spin 


trajectory, thus reducing accuracy. 

A unique feature of this gun is the steel 
shroud that can be installed in lieu of the 
silencer. The shroud is machined to the 
same dimensions as the bull barrel and has a 
front sight affixed. When the shroud is 
attached, the pistol looks and performs ex¬ 
actly like a stock, bull-barreled Ruger. This 
is useful for law enforcement agencies. The 
pistol can be issued to the individual officer, 
who is then free to practice with it at his 
convenience, while the silencer is kept 
under lock and key until a tactical situation 
warrants its use. 

The Ammo 

Remington Golden Bullets are the pre¬ 
ferred choice in .22 Long Rifle high- 


velocity ammunition. Clean burning and 
producing minimal leading, they have a 
standard deviation lower than the other 
brands of .22 ammo except match grade. 
And they are available almost anywhere. 

Other brands of standard or high-velocity 
long rifle cartridges (40-grain bullet only, 
please) will work. But their powders may 
not bum as clean. And many bullets lead the 
bore excessively. Worst of all, some have 
too great a variation in velocity from round 
to round. If the variation is too high, some 
rounds might reach supersonic velocities in 
spite of the barrel venting, thereby causing 
an embarrassing supersonic “crack.” Hy¬ 
per-velocity rounds, such as Viper and Yel- 
lowjacket should be avoided because these 
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A Sound Choice 
for Silencers 


BELOW: Tim La France fires a Ruger 
equipped with his company’s silencer. 

INSET: Ruger .22 with barrel shroud 
installed. The La France Specialties silencer 
is on top. 

BOTTOM: Ruger .22 with vented barrel. 
Shroud and silencer shown detached. 




ultra-lightweight bullets cannot usually be 
held to subsonic velocities. In the silenced 
Ruger, Remington 40-grain bullets will 
hold lOOOfps ±25fps. 

The Silencer 

This design is straightforward when com¬ 
pared to other silencers. There is an expan¬ 
sion chamber filled with copper mesh that 
surrounds the drilled portion of the barrel. 
Following this is a diffuser plate, then a 
half-spherical mixing chamber and three 
subsequent spherical combustion cham¬ 
bers. 

When the gun is fired, some of the high- 
temperature gases pass through the bleed 
holes into the expansion chamber. By ex¬ 
panding into this larger area, the velocity of 
the gases is slowed and their temperature 
begins to drop. They are cooled even further 
when they contact the copper mesh. Copper 
conducts heat as well as electricity. 

The cooled gases then pass through the 
holes in the diffuser plate, into the half- 
spherical mixing chamber. There they mix 
with the hot gases that have followed the 
bullet out of the barrel, dampening the com¬ 
bustion process. The cooled, but still burn¬ 
ing, gases flow into and through each of the 
three combustion chambers. The turbulence 
created by the spherical shape slows the 
gases to subsonic speed and also allows 
complete burning of the propellant inside 
the silencer. 

The three-and-a-half spherical chambers 
give the same degree of quieting as 12 or 13 
of the conical or parabolic baffles tradi¬ 
tionally used. The noise level is reduced to 
that of a pellet gun, about 70-72 dB in 
semi-auto, or 68 dB if the bolt is held shut. 
Breech and muzzle flash are virtually non¬ 
existent. 

The acid test of a silencer is to fire several 
shots in quick succession — if the noise 
level increases, the can has too much re¬ 
striction. A good design will allow free flow 
of the gases and still be quiet. 

The clearance hole for the bullet is made 
large enough (.236 inch) so there is no 
chance of the projectile touching any part of 
the silencer. As a result, the accuracy poten¬ 
tial of the pistol is not degraded by having 
the can attached. 

If anything, the shooter’s ability to hit the 
target is enhanced by the longer sight 
radius, added weight and the lack of muzzle 
flash and report. This is fortunate, given the 
tactical situations in which silencer use is 
usually necessary. A one-shot stop with the 
.22 requires a head shot, whether one is 
taking out a battlefield sentry or neutralizing 
a terrorist gunman. 

This design meets the criteria. It delivers 
quiet accuracy with over-the-counter 
ammo. It requires cleaning no more often 
than every 5,000 rounds. And the pistol can 
be fired without the can attached. 

For more information, qualified buyers 
may contact: La France Specialties, P.O. 
Box 178211, San Diego, CA 92117. ^ 
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THE END OF 

Pastora WX 

Gives up Mlr. lM 

the Fight Text & Photos by Steve Salisbury 



T HE war is over for Eden Pastora. On 16 
May 1986 he gave up fighting and 
crossed the San Juan River into Costa Rica 
with some 160 rag-tag followers seeking 
political asylum from government author¬ 
ities there. Thus ended the three year mili¬ 
tary campaign of the legendary Commander 
Zero, Nicaragua’s famous freedom fighter, 
against the Soviet-backed, Sandinista re¬ 
gime in Managua. 

Blaming the cutoff of U.S. aid to his 
forces over the last two years for his deci¬ 
sion to quit fighting, Pastora also gave part 
of the credit to CIA efforts undermining his 
movement. Pastora publicly declared what 
CIA analysts and State Department officials 
have told Congressional committees behind 
closed doors: It is impossible for the anti- 
Sandinista rebels in their present condition 
to topple the Sandinista government. Rather 
than send freedom fighters to die in vain, 
Pastora, who came to public attention in 


BELOW: Crossing the San Juan: Contras 
wade through a ford as they move into 
Sandinista territory. 



ABOVE: Much of this contra’s time is spent 
packing supplies into remote base camps. 

August of 1978 when he stormed the 
Nicaraguan National Palace during the rev¬ 
olution that overthrew dictator Anastasio 
Somoza, vowed to continue a political 
struggle in exile against communist tyranny 
in Nicaragua. As of this writing, Pastora 
waits in jail near the Costa Rican capital of 
San Jos6 as Costa Rican authorities consider 
his asylum request. 

During their first year of combat, begin¬ 
ning 1 May 1983, the freedom fighters of 
the Democratic Revolutionary Alliance 


(ARDE) unified in a southern front under 
Pastora’s command and scored several im¬ 
pressive victories. Probably the most im¬ 
portant of these was the capture of the small 
Caribbean port of San Juan del Norte for 
several days in April 1984. Those were 
heady days for ARDE whose alleged 4,000 
to 6,000 fighters controlled 70 kilometers of 
the San Juan River bordering Costa Rica 
and roamed as far as 100 kilometers inside 
Nicaragua. 

Today, the contra southern front is in 
shambles. Contra sources admit its strength 
has dropped to several hundred rag-tag 
guerrillas, not only as a result of the U.S. 
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Ed£n Pastora: His fight is over. 

aid cutoff, but also because of ARDE’s split 
into several bickering factions. The Sandi- 
nistas, detecting the fall in ARDE’s for¬ 
tunes, have waged an effective counterin¬ 
surgency operation in Pastora’s stomping 
ground — yet another reason for ARDE’s 
change of fortunes. 

Today, the majority of these contras lan¬ 
guish in jungle encampments in Costa Rica, 
evading Costa Rican authorities who have 
been cracking down on them as part of their 
government’s policy of neutrality. Mean¬ 
while, Sandinista troops, led by Cuban 


combat advisers and supported by Soviet- 
made Mi-24 Hind attack helicopters and 
heavy artillery, patrol the length of the San 
Juan River, dogging the few bands of ill- 
equipped freedom fighters who still brave 
the Nicaraguan bush. 

The Nicaraguan Revolutionary Armed 
Forces (EARN) of Fernando “El Negro” 
Chamorro, a small anti-Sandinista faction 
allied with the contras of the Honduran- 
based Nicaraguan Democratic Force 
(FDN), claims to represent most of the free¬ 
dom fighters remaining in southern Nicara¬ 
gua and northern Costa Rica. However, 
some remnants of Pastora’s forces have 


continued the armed struggle in indepen¬ 
dent bands. 

Last May I rode with ‘ ‘Coyote, ’ ’ the Indi¬ 
an commander of one of these bands, to take 
food and supplies to his troops along the San 
Juan River. After traveling the muddy, 
almost impassable roads of Costa Rica’s 
lush, northern countryside we spent a rainy 
night in the home of a campesino family a 
few klicks downstream from a Sandinista 
border detachment. Coyote was from the 
Rama tribe, which forms part of Nicara¬ 
gua’s predominately Miskito Indian popula¬ 
tion in the eastern region of the country. We 
were joined by about a dozen guerrillas. 
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dressed in a combination of military uni¬ 
forms and civilian clothes and carrying M14 
or AK automatic assault rifles. 

Packing up sacks of beans, flour and 
boxes of Nestle’s condensed milk, we be¬ 
gan our march to the jungle encampment. 
We arrived there within an hour and a half 
and were greeted by about a dozen or so 
guerrillas lying in hammocks under cano¬ 
pies of plastic sheets that appeared to have 
been cut from large heavy-duty trash bags. 
Some were cleaning their Ml4s or AKs. 
Some listened to music through the static of 
a cheap radio. Others just sat. 

Coyote claimed he commanded a mix of 
90 Indians, black Creoles and Latinos, in¬ 
cluding boys as young as 13 and men as old 
as 56. Four years of combat cost him 42 
dead and eight wounded, he said sadly. 
These freedom fighters were living under 
miserable conditions in the muddy, mos¬ 
quito-infested wilderness. 

One had malaria. Others had bronchial 
infections. But there was no medicine, they 

BELOW: A few women remain in the ranks 
of the southern front contras. 



ABOVE: The struggle will go on: 
Determination to win clearly shows in this 
contra’s face. 

said. According to Coyote, his men near 
Bluefields suffered much more. “They in 
rags, ’ ’ he said in his broken Caribbean Eng¬ 
lish. “Some go with no shoes. They are 
almost always hungry and most are very 
sick.” 

The freedom fighters were bitter. They 
listen to the Voice of America and know the 
U. S. Congress voted the Nicaraguan Demo¬ 
cratic Resistance millions of dollars in aid. 
But they complained they weren’t receiving 
their share. While insisting his group is now 


independent, after being a part of ARDE 
until Pastora withdrew. Coyote conceded it 
received a monthly stipend of 4,000 U.S. 
dollars from the Costa Rican branch of 
KISAN, a small contra organization of Indi¬ 
ans and blacks from Nicaragua's Caribbean 
coast. With it, they buy food, clothing, 
medicines and other non-fethal necessities 
— about $1.50 a day per man. “It not 
enough,” sputtered Coyote, waving his 
sportsman’s cap for emphasis. 

What Coyote and his troops want most 
are bullets, radios, mortars, machine guns, 
RPGs and SAMs to give them at least a 
fighting chance against the Sandinista 
onslaught. “The only support gun we have 
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LEFT: Rivers are often the best roads: 
Dugout canoes carry supplies to contra 
camps. 

is old M79 with three projectiles,** said 
Coyote. No contra I talked to said he pos¬ 
sessed more than 200 rounds. 

“How can you carry on a war without 
bullets?” asked a tall mulatto Creole nick¬ 
named Largo, shaking his head. 

The guerrillas were particularly angry 
over the failure of Pastora’s men to give 
them their weapons, military equipment and 
supplies before they abandoned the war. 
“What they no give to the Rural Guard of 
Costa Rica, was burned,” said Coyote with 
disgust. 

The Indian commander, a half-dozen of 
his men and I waded across the turgid, 
chest-high water of the San Juan River to 
Nicaraguan soil and the dilapidated huts of 
what used to be a Pastora encampment. A 


couple days earlier Coyote’s contras camp¬ 
ing there were driven back to Costa Rica by 
a heavy Sandinista mortar bombardment. 
Coyote led me to a heap of charred knap¬ 
sacks, web gear and military clothing he 
said Pastora’s troops had burned. “They 
smashed these, too,” he said, pointing to 
broken vials of medicine nearby. 

“I get frustrated seeing how we are taken 
advantage of,” said Coyote proudly. 
“Sometimes I feel like leaving the struggle, 
but we shall continue to fight until we free 
our homeland.” 

The next afternoon I returned to San Jos6 
with Coyote after an exhausting six hour 
ride by truck and bus. 

If the United States stops playing favor¬ 
ites and starts supporting all of Nicaragua’s 
freedom fighters, maybe Coyote’s and 
thousands of other Nicaraguans’ dream of a 
free homeland can someday become a real- 

ity.* 


Even young boys join the ranks of the 
contras. These troopers carry Ml4s and an 
A KM. 




PASTORA’S DEMISE Coyote (left) and other contras with supplies 

burned by Pastora’s men when they left 

Pastora’s decision to stop his guerrilla Nicaragua, 
war against the Sandinistas did not come 

easy- The last straw came a few days alliance with Nicaragua’s largest contra 

before he asked Costa Rica for political group, the Nicaraguan Democratic 

asylum. According to his top aides, the Force (FDN). The bait included prom- 

CIA lured six of Pastora’s top field com- ises of financial and “humanitarian” 

mandcrs and sub-commanders into an akM : VT;':7 

affiliation with the U. S. -backed anti- * ‘The CIA told the FDN to drop them 
Sandinista umbrella organization United supplies and promised them more to 

Nicaraguan Opposi tion (UNO) and an come if they abandoned the comandan- 


te,” said Comandante Richard, Pastor¬ 
a’s officer responsible for logistics and a 
pilot who flew bombing missions on 
Managua and the Nicaraguan Pacific 
port of Corinto in 1983. 

“There is no doubt in my mind the 
Agency tried hard to get his guys,” said 
another well-placed source who alleged¬ 
ly acts as a liaison with the contras in 
Costa Rica, in reference to the Pastora 
commanders and sub-commanders. 

According to knowledgeable sources, 
Washington decided to isolate Pastora 
because of his unpredictability, doubts 
of his true political alignment and, main¬ 
ly, for his refusal to unify with the FDN 
unless former Soraoza government offi¬ 
cials and National guard officers were 
removed from its leadership. 

‘ ‘The State Department and the Agen¬ 
cy have always given us a lot of trou¬ 
ble,” said Carol Prado, a political advis¬ 
er and long-time friend to Pastora. 
“Why do we have to play games with 
the United States. Why can’t it just give 
us the necessary support to win?” 

Some U.S. government officials have 
also asked that question. “Pastora has a 
point,” a political officer in the U.S. 
Embassy of a Central American country 
told me last year. ‘ ‘He doesn’t have to be 
our boy. As long as he fights the Sandi¬ 
nistas, he serves our interests.” 

State Department spokesman Charles 
Redman said the United States regretted 
Comandante Cero’s withdrawal from 
the Nicaraguan civil war, and hoped he 
would continue his struggle to bring 
democracy to Nicaragua. Redman de¬ 
nied charges that the United States gov¬ 
ernment actively participated in the de¬ 
mise of Pastora’s military movement, 
saying five million dollars were slated 
for humanitarian aid to the forces of 
Nicaraguan’s famous freedom fighter. 

“False promises,” said Comandante 
Richard. ‘‘They have lied to us before.” 
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SOF VIETNAM 


MEKONG 

RIVER RATS 

Small Boats 
with a Big Mission 


by Bill Slum 








* * ..._ 


^ Ift 


Suddenly, the still Vietnamese night is 
disturbed by flashes of gunfire. A motorized 
sampan hidden in the dense foliage breaks 
curfew to dash to the opposite bank of the 
My Tho River and deliver its load of contra¬ 
band weapons to a Viet Cong stronghold. 
Two U.S. Navy PBRs, river patrol boats, 
give chase with their .50 caliber and M60 
machine guns blazing. The Navy’s shots are 
answered by AK-47s and B-40rockets fired 
by the Viet Cong on shore. The PBR com¬ 
mander radios for help. Two armed UH-1B 
Seawolf Huey gunships appear over the 
horizon. Within a few minutes, the Hueys' 
.50 calibers, M60 machine guns and 2.75- 
inch rockets have the Viet Cong on the run. 
Just another night in the Mekong Delta re¬ 
gion during the peak of the Vietnam War. 


The Mission 

I T is estimated that almost half the South 
Vietnamese population lives in the 
Mekong Delta region in the south, one of 
the most fertile rice producing regions in the 
world. With 4,000 miles of inland water¬ 
ways, plus rice paddies, about the only 
practical way to move around the region is 
by watercraft. 

In the mid-1960s the Mekong was being 
overrun by the Viet Cong, and the Viet¬ 
namese navy was ill-equipped to control the 
situation. In 1965, the U.S. Navy was 
assigned the task of controlling the water¬ 
ways and restricting Viet Cong movement 
in the area. 

Thus was bom “Operation Game War¬ 
den” and Task Force 116 — the Brown 
Water Navy. In addition to operations in the 
Mekong Delta, Game Warden forces were 
to carry on a similar mission in the Rung Sat 
area, the 400 square-mile area much like the 
Mekong Delta region that stood between the 
South China Sea and Saigon. A couple of 
years later, the Navy was assigned another 
similar operation, called “Operation 
Clearwater” in the northern region of the 
country, but on a smaller scale. 

The Equipment 

The Navy needed special vessels to per¬ 
form this new mission because nothing in its 
arsenal of boats and ships could traverse the 
shallow waters at high rates of speed. Thus 
was bom the Patrol Boat, River, or PBR. 



After looking at hulls produced by sever¬ 
al builders of pleasure boats, the Navy set¬ 
tled on the Hatteras-type hull and awarded a 
contract to United Boatbuilders of Belling¬ 
ham, Washington, to construct the PBR. 
Actually, United only had to fit the special 
superstructure to a standard fiberglass hull it 
was already marketing. 

The specifications called for a top speed 

While PBRs normally patrolled in pairs, 
sometimes a flotilla would be used on 
special missions. Here PBRs are seen 
attacking VC positions on Tan Dinh Island 
during Operation Bold Dragon 111. Photo: 
U.S. Navy 




of 25-30 knots and a very shallow draft: 18 
inches when stationary and only 9 inches 
when cruising. Because the swamps and 
rice paddies with their thick vegetation 
played havoc with the propellers, a normal 
screw-type propulsion system was out of the 
question. Instead, a water jet propulsion 
system built by Jacuzzi was installed which 
also was already being used for commercial 
applications. The propulsion system con¬ 
sisted of twin water-jet pumps with steering 
done by turning the water jet nozzles 
through cable controls. To slow down, stop, 
and travel backwards, a U-shaped gate was 
dropped over the jets to deflect the water- 
stream down and forward to give thrust to 
the rear. While reverse speed was quite 
slow, in an emergency the PBR could be 
reversed at full speed in its own length and 
slopped within three lengths — that is if you 
didn't care if everyone and everything on 
board was given a good soaking. Power for 
the waterjet system came from a 220- 
horsepower diesel engine. 

The 31-foot long, 10!/2-foot wide, 
14,600-pound PBRs were highly maneu¬ 
verable, a nice feature considering their lack 
of armor protection. They depended upon 
dodging a bullet rather than stopping one. 
About the only armor protection were ce¬ 
ramic shields that could stop a .30-cal. 
round located on the boat’s conning tower 
and at each of the three machine gun posi¬ 
tions. The fiberglass hull, while providing 
little armor protection, could be easily re¬ 
paired in the field. 

PBRs were armed to the teeth. Up front 
were mounted twin .50-cal. machine guns, 
and in the stem another .50 cal. was posi¬ 
tioned to fire to the rear. Amidship there 
was an M60 and a Mark 18 40mm rapid-fire 
grenade launcher. The Mark 18 was port¬ 
able and could be mounted on either side of 
the craft or piggybacked to the aft .50 cali¬ 
ber. PBRs also carried a couple of M79 
grenade launchers as well as hand weapons 
like M16 rifles and perhaps a shotgun. Fre¬ 
quently, a 60mm mortar was carried and 
fued from a tub of sand located in the rear of 
the boat. 

The 40mm grenade launchers turned out 
to be effective weapons against the VC on 
shore. Grenades could be lofted so that they 
detonated in the branches of the trees that 
covered the shores of the rivers and canals. 
As can be expectd, the resulting fragmenta¬ 
tion was devastating. These weapons were 
especially effective in silencing a sniper 
when his location could not be pinpointed 
for other weapons. It worked: captured VC 
said that they feared a grenade attack more 
than anything else. 

PBRs appeared in rather large numbers: 
By 1969, there were some 250 boats operat¬ 
ing in Vietnam. Of these, about 20 were 
used in the north for Operation Clearwater 
and the rest were found in the Mekong Delta 
and Rung Sat areas. 

No story about naval operations in Viet¬ 
nam would be complete without mentioning 
the PACVs, or Patrol Air Cushion Vehicles. 
Air cushion vehicles, sometimes referred to 



Seawolf gunship flies low and slow over a 
flotilla of PBRs while searching out VC on 
the shoreline. Unless attacking, the 
choppers normally stayed out of range of 
enemy small-arms fire. Photo: U.S. Navy 



Navy Patrol Air Cushion Vehicle (PACV) 
makes a run down the My Tho River. The 
Vietnamese called them Quai Vat — 
monster — and the shark’s teeth painted on 
the bow added to the effect. Photo: U.S. 
Navy 



Patrol Boat, River. About 250 PBRs 
comprised the Brown Water Navy which 
searched the Mekong Delta region for 
elusive Viet Cong. PBRs were normally 
crewed by four Navy enlisted personnel. 
Photo: U.S. Navy 


as a ground effects machine, ride on a 
cushion of air and actually hover a few 
inches above the surface over which they 
travel. One or more propellers are used to 
push the ACV foward and steering is per¬ 
formed with airplane-like rudders. Fans 
provide the air pressure for the cushion of 
air on which the craft rides. The ACV is 
completely amphibious, traveling equally 
well over water, sand, ice, snow, swamps 
or rice paddies at speeds of up to 60-knots. 
Thus the PACV was a natural for the Viet¬ 
nam environment. 

PACVs first made their appearance in 
Vietnam in the spring of 1966 when they 
were assigned to Navy units such as those 
engaged in Operation Game Warden. 
Actually, there were only three Navy 
PACVs and they were sent to Vietnam as an 
experiment. PACVs started life as commer¬ 
cial air cushion vehicles built by British 
Hovercraft; Bell Aerospace was the U.S. 
agent for the craft and modified them for 
their combat role. Modifications included a 
more powerful gas turbine engine, a radio 
and radar, some armor plating, and a .50- 
cal. machine gun in the turret atop the ACV. 
Later, when more firepower was needed, 
another .50-cal. was added to the turret, a 
7.62mm fired from the windows on each 
side, and the old standby, a 40mm grenade 
launcher, was installed. 

From the beginning of Operation Game 
Warden, the Navy recognized that armed 
helicopters would also have an important 
role. However, at that time the Navy didn’t 
have helicopter gunships — its shipbome 
helicopters were too big and expensive to be 
used to escort PBRs and PACVs on their 
daily missions. Besides, they were needed 
for vital search and rescue missions as well 
as anti-submarine missions. Therefore, the 
Navy had to turn to the Army, the most 
experienced user of helicopter gunships. 

At first, Army crews and Army UH-1B 
Huey gunships supported the operation in 
the Mekong Delta and Rung Sat operations. 
However, by the end of 1966 the Navy was 
operating eight Hueys borrowed from the 
Army, and by the fall of 1967 the Navy 
gunship assets had grown to 22 UH-lBs io 
its Helicopter Attack (Light) Squadron 
Three (HAL-3), better known as the Sea- 
wolves. TheSeawolves’ UH-lBs were typi¬ 
cally equipped with seven-tube 2.75-inch 
rocket pods and fixed 7.62mm machine 
guns, called flex-guns, on either side of the 
fuselage. The two door gunners used either 
M60 or .50-cal. machine guns, the crews 
preferring the latter. Door guns proved to be 
the most effective weapon because they 
could be easily aimed by the gunners where¬ 
as the rockets and flex-guns required “aim¬ 
ing” the entire helicopter. The biggest 
problem with the Navy’s Huey gunships 
was that there never was enough of them. 

The Men 

PBRs were manned by a crew of four, all 
enlisted. Each boat was captained by a petty 
officer first class; the rest of the crew con¬ 
sisted of an engineman, a gunner’s mate and 
a seaman. However, the titles are deceiving 
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because all crewmen were trained to do 
every job aboard the PBR, from navigating 
to operating the electronics. And when en¬ 
gaged in battle, they all became gunners. 
Typically, the PBRs operated in two-boat 
patrols with a junior officer or chief petty 
officer — termed the patrol officer — in 
charge who rode in one of the boats. When a 
Vietnamese National Policeman went along 
as part of the mission, he rode in the other 
boat. 

PBR duty was one of the most demanding 
and dangerous Navy billets in Vietnam. The 
men who wore the black beret of the river 
patrol forces served with the most decorated 
naval unit in Vietnam. They also suffered a 
high casualty rate with about a third of the 
PBR sailors being wounded during then- 
assignment. Hours were long, patrols usual¬ 
ly lasting about about twelve hours, and the 
creature comforts aboard the cramped PBRs 
were, at best, primitive. 

But there was no shortage of volunteers 
for the job. About 20 percent of the PBR 
sailors opted to extend their tour of duty by 
six months. Combat pay and promotion 
advantage was part of the reason, but for the 
most part, adventure and the responsibility 
drew men to the job. Where else in the Navy 
could a young enlisted troop have a chance 
to exercise the leadership he did on a PBR? 

Tactics 

PBR duty consisted of endless hours of 
monotonous watching, waiting, searching 
and inspecting the thousands of junks and 
sampans that traveled the waterways of 
Vietnam. But now and then a few hours of 
intense combat broke the routine. Typical¬ 
ly, the PBR force detected 200,000 boats a 
month, boarding about half of them to 
verify cargo manifests, check ID cards and 
search for unauthorized weapons or contra¬ 
band. PBRs were most vulnerable to attack 
by the VC when they were boarding and 
searching vessels, so during these routine 
missions, two PBRs were used. One PBR 
provided cover while the other craft did the 
actual boarding. A Vietnamese policeman 
often went along, usually serving as an in¬ 
terpreter. 

These “population and resource control” 
missions soon forced the Viet Cong into 
hiding and Charlie had to move about the 
waterways covertly. For example, a Viet 
Cong sampan might hide among the trees 
that lined the banks of the rivers and canals 
waiting for the right moment to make a run 
for it using an outboard motor to propel his 
sampan at speeds of up to 30 knots. The 
“right moment” usually occured after a 
PBR patrol had passed his hidden location. 
Because the PBRs were noisy Charlie usual¬ 
ly knew when the patrol boats were in the 

Navy Seawolf UH-1B gunship fires in 
support of PBRs attacking VC positions on 
the Co Chien River 50 miles southwest of 
Saigon. Combined with the PBRs’ 
firepower, the SeawolPs 2.75-inch rocket 
launchers, 7.62mm “flex guns” and 
door-mounted .50 cals wrought havoc on 
Charlie’s lines of supply. Photo: U.S. Navy 
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area — that is until the PBRs started drifting 
silently while waiting for Charlie to make 
his move. When the enemy sampan was 
spotted, engines were started and the chase 
was on. The Viet Cong sampans were typi¬ 
cally protected by troops on shore equipped 
with automatic rifles, rockets and recoilless 
rifles who put up a barrage of fierce gunfire. 
Sometimes Charlie would set up an ambush 
to mask his crossings in another location. 
Under these situations, PBR crews had their 
hands full firing everything they had and 
often having to call for help from the Sea- 
wolf helicopters. 

Seawolf Hueys were kept on 24-hour 
alert and could be scrambled into the air 
within three minutes. In less than 15 min¬ 
utes they could be giving fire support to the 
PBRs. When in combat, one helicopter pro¬ 
vided air cover while the other flew in low to 
engage the enemy. The two Hueys would 
alternately provide cover and fire on Char¬ 
lie. But the Sea wolves did more than just 
come to the aid of PBRs in times of trouble 
— they also performed their own armed 
patrols. From their vantage point in the sky, 
they were better able to see the enemy hid¬ 
den in and behind treelines. Typically, the 
two helicopters would fly high enough to 
avoid damage from small arms fire, swoop¬ 
ing down at treetop level to make a closer 
inspection or to fire upon VC sampans, 
junks, bunkers, or fleeing troops. 

PACVs saw their share of action as well. 
Although they were used less often than the 
PBRs, they too had some interesting experi¬ 
ences. While faster than the PBRs, they 
were less maneuverable and made a lot 
more noise. PACVs were used mainly on 
the wider bays, rivers and swamps — any 
place where speed was important. One of 
their most notable operations was in 
flushing out Charlie from the Plain of Reeds 
in 1966. 

Quai Vat was an appropriate name for the 
operation to push Charlie out of the Plain of 
Reeds — it means monster in Vietnamese. 
The three PACVs used during the operation 
were painted with shark’s teeth in keeping 
with the theme of the mission and this, 
coupled with the noise and water spray 
thrown up from the air cushion vehicles, 
made the PACVs truly monsters in the eyes 
of the VC. 

PACVs also found an effective way to 
deal with the low-slung sampans: they 
drove right over them. Since PACVs were 
not limited by the low banks and dikes, 
they’d climb right over them to chase Char¬ 
lie, something the PBRs couldn’t do. 

PACVs proved especially effective when 
the wet season came to an end and the water 
level fell on the Plain of Reeds. This limited 
the operation of regular watercraft but 
didn’t hinder the PACVs. During Operation 

Continued on page 82 

Army SK-5 Assault Air Cushion Vehicles 
(AACV). Like their Navy PACV 
counterparts, these craft could operate over 
land and water. Photo: U.S. Navy 
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Comrade Cranston Assists 
Soviets in Tito’s Rise to Power 


by Milton R. Copulos 


D isinformation, distortions and 

outright lies fed to the free press 
through the Soviet dezinformatsia network 
are a constant hurdle for democratic forces 
everywhere. Disinformation has been suc¬ 
cessfully used countless times to undermine 
support for democratic revolutionary move¬ 
ments, and to convince the West to support 
communist insurgencies. 

Here are but a few basic examples: Castro 
isn’t really a communist, the Viet Cong 
were simple nationalists, Chairman Mao 
was a misunderstood agrarian reformer and 
the Sandinistas are an altruistic cement to 
put together a pluralistic social democracy 
in Nicaragua. 

One disinformation campaign stands 
above all others in terms of duration and 
effectiveness. Yet it is barely known outside 
academic circles. It is a campaign which 
served in many ways as the protoype for 
those which followed. 

The most important historical aspect of 
this campaign — one which still has a possi¬ 
ble bearing on the conduct of U.S. foreign 
policy — is that it was aided and abetted at 
every step by the active participation, 
whether witting or unwitting, of a wide 
range of prominent figures here and abroad. 
These people include, among others, Ran 7 
dolph Churchill, a son of England’s war¬ 
time prime minister; Guy Burgess, a high- 
ranking member of British intelligence later 
identified as a Soviet spy; and U.S. Sen. 
Alan Cranston, a California Democrat who 
sits on the Foreign Relations Committee and 
serves as the Senate minority whip. 

The target of this monumental disin¬ 
formation campaign was Yugoslav 
nationalist leader Draza Mihailovic and his 
Chetniks. It resulted in the loss of the Bal¬ 
kans to communism. 

The Inception 

War news from Europe grew increasingly 
grim during the summer of 1941. After Hit¬ 
ler’s invasion of Poland in 1939 there had 
been a brief lull. The Wermacht then 
stunned the world with a blitzkreig that 
rolled up much of Europe in just a few 


weeks. Great Britain was already in a des¬ 
perate struggle for survival after months of 
severe bombing. Hitler was so confident 
that he opened a second front against Rus¬ 
sia. The free world was hungry for hope. 

After a pessimistic summer, hope finally 
came in August 1941. Reports filtered out 
of eastern Europe about a band of heroic 
guerrillas under the command of an obscure 
Yugoslav colonel named Draza Mihailovic 
who were successfully resisting the Nazis. 
Mihailovic had led a small band of Yugo¬ 
slav regulars to a mountain hideout called 
Ravna Gora. They were joined by peasant 
farmers and laborers who rallied to the cry 
of Bolje grob nego rob — “Better a grave 
than a slave!” 

Mihailovic’s resistance fighters called 
themselves “Chetniks,” taking their name 
from the guerrilla fighters who helped Ser¬ 
bia win its independence from the Turks. 
News of the Chetniks was the hope the free 
world had been desperate for, proof that the 
Nazis were not invincible. Mihailovic and 
his men captured the public’s imagination 
and were quickly elevated to heroic status 
by the Allies, whose sagging morale soared. 

Almost every periodical and newspaper 
in North America and Britain carried a fea¬ 
ture on Mihailovic and the Chetniks in the 
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Some of Mihailovichs Chetnik resistance 
fighters early in the war. Photo: John E. 
Scroggs Collection 

next several months. The cover of Time 
magazine, dated 25 May 1942, showed the 
resistance leader over a caption that read 
“Mihailovich: Yugoslavia’s Uncon¬ 
quered.” The magazine reported that the 
Chetniks had “liberated” 20,000 square 
miles of Yugoslavia. Hitler had “as many 
as seven Nazi divisions” chasing Mihailo¬ 
vic and his men through what the magazine 
called an “island of democracy.” 

True, most people no longer recognize 
Mihailovic’s name. But in mid-1942, he 
became the fourth most familiar figure in 
the Allied leadership after Churchill, 
Roosevelt and Stalin. Recognizing Mihailo¬ 
vic’s pivotal role, Yugoslavia’s exiled King 
Peter named Mihailovic his Minister of 
War. 

It is at this juncture that a communist 
disinformation campaign was launched 
against Mihailovic, who showed definite 
leanings toward the West and a pluralistic 
regime. As a result of this smear effort, his 
popularity waned rapidly, 

The communist campaign to discredit the 
Chetniks in favor of someone under Krem¬ 
lin influence surfaced on 22 July 1942, 
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when a clandestine radio station calling it¬ 
self Radio Free Yugoslavia broadcast a 
startling denouncement of Mihailovic. It 
claimed that he was not a hero, but a Nazi 
collaborator. The ‘ ‘real heroes, * ’ the myste¬ 
rious radio staion claimed, belonged to 
another band of guerrillas led by a man 
named Josip Broz Tito. 

While at first met with skepticism, the 
broadcast was soon augmented by other re¬ 
ports casting doubts about Mihailovic. 
Many of these reports came from a source 
no less authoritative than the Cairo head¬ 
quarters of Britain‘s Special Operations Ex¬ 
ecutive (SOE). 

While more subtle than Radio Free 
Yugoslavia’s propaganda, the SOE reports 
from Cairo were far more damaging. They 
claimed that Mihailovic’s forces were 
spending more time fighting Tito’s group — 
called Partisans — in what amounted to a 
civil war. The SOE reports also alleged that 
the Chetniks spent little time in battle 
against the Germans, that material sent to 
them was essentially wasted. This last tidbit 
was particularly damning in the eyes of the 
Allies who were then in a desperate struggle 
to meet the demands of fighting Hitler’s war 
machine. 

The British had Allied operational con¬ 
trol over the Balkans. A military mission 



Alan Cranston, now a member of the U.S. 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
testifying to a House of Representatives 
special investigative committee in 1952. 
Cranston denied an alleged role in covering 
up the blame of Soviet troops in the Katyn 
Forest Massacre. Cranston already had 
been forced to resign his job with the Office 
of War Information because of his alleged 
misinformation efforts on behalf of the 
Russians. Photo: AP/Wide World 


staffed by two close associates of Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill, Brigadier Fitz- 
roy McClean and Captain William Deakin, 
was sent to Tito’s headquarters to resolve 
questions about the actual situation in 
Yugoslavia. Soon McLean and Deakin 


were joined by Churchill’s son, Randolph, 
who as an honored guest of Tito was liberal¬ 
ly entertained with wine, women and song. 

Not surprisingly, Randolph Churchill 
gave his father glowing reports of Tito’s 
Partisan activity. Coupled with Cairo’s un¬ 
favorable reports about the Chetniks, this 
eventually led the Allies to abandon 
Mihailovic in favor of Tito. 

Of course neither Churchill nor any of the 
other Allied leaders realized at the time that 
they were being victimized by disinforma¬ 
tion. It is one of the earliest such campaigns 
ever mounted by the Soviet Union. So great 
was its success that the disinformation per¬ 
sists today. Here’s how it worked. 

Dezinformatsia Agents 

James Klugman had one of the most 
effective careers of any Soviet agent in his¬ 
tory. It began when Klugman was a young 
student at Cambridge and became part of 
Kim Philby’s circle of friends. The “Cam¬ 
bridge Group,” as the group was called, 
included several future Soviet spies in vir¬ 
tually every key division of the British in¬ 
telligence and diplomatic corps: Philby at 
MI6, Klugman, Donald Maclean in the 
Foreign Office, Anthony Blunt at MIS and 
Guy Burgess at the Office of Political War¬ 
fare. 

Klugman was considered the most bril¬ 
liant intellectual of the group. He was also 
their most effective recruiter, according to 
John Caimcross, a Soviet undercover agent 
who held a variety of posts in British intelli¬ 
gence and diplomatic services during and 
after World War II. Caimcross later admit¬ 
ted he had been recruited as a Soviet agent 
by Klugman. 

After the war Klugman became chief 
theoritician of the British Communist Party. 
He was eulogized in the London Times as 
committed “to the international working 
class movement and the Communist Party, 
which he joined in 1933 and remained in 
until his death” in 1977. The Times also 
noted that Klugman “played an important 
part in resistance and liberation move¬ 
ments.” 

Klugman joined SOE as deputy chief of 
the Yugoslav section at Cairo, the principal 
staging area for materiel and covert opera¬ 
tions, and the main clearing house for all 
intelligence reports relayed back to Allied 
headquarters. Klugman gained another 
advantage with the appointment of Basil 
Davidson as his immediate superior. 
Admittedly sympathetic with Klugman’s 
“progressive” philosophy, Davidson 
accepted Klugman’s recommendations 
without question, giving the Soviet agent an 
essentially free reign. 

For the purposes of undermining the 
Chetniks, no one was in a better position to 
help the Soviets than Klugman. He was 
responsible for coordinating intelligence re¬ 
ports and fowarding them to Allied head¬ 
quarters in London. So he controlled the 
flow of information on which vital decisions 
were based. And Klugman was responsible 
for the Chetniks’ air resupply shipments. 
Consequently, airdrops to the Chetniks 
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were sporadic and what did get through was 
of little value. 

Some examples indicate a perverse sense 
of humor on Klugman’s part. One shipment 
consisted of Italian currency used by 
occupation troops in Ethiopia. Another 
shipment contained worn out office equip¬ 
ment and a large supply of carbon paper. 
Still another provided the Chetniks with 
chewing gum, which they initially mistook 
for soap. Arms delivered often were an¬ 
tiques and rarely were accompanied by 
ammunition. 

The lack of arms and ammo lent further 
credence to allegations that the Chetniks 
weren’t fighting. The shipments also hurt 
morale by leaving them with an impression 
that the Allies held them in contempt. As 
damaging as the resupply sabotage was, it 
was minor compared to Klugman’s disin¬ 
formation campaign. 

Klugman was in an ideal position to 
selectively edit information going to Allied 
headquarters. Intelligence reports from the 
field usually were condensed in Cairo be¬ 
fore being forwarded to London, So Klug¬ 
man could make changes before senior in¬ 
telligence officials saw the data. 

The communists had another advantage. 
Allied liason officers stationed with Tito’s 
Partisans had little freedom of movement. 
Many characterized their situation as simi¬ 
lar to house arrest. So they had to rely on 
Tito’s word concerning actions against Nazi 
forces. By contrast, the liaison officers in¬ 
itially stationed with the Chetniks were 
allowed complete freedom of movement. 
They could see the good and the bad. 

Most liaison officers posted with the 
Chetniks were surprised to learn on their 
return to Cairo that their intelligence reports 
were not in the files. Many also complained 
that several successful Chetnik operations 
— actions which they had personally wit¬ 
nessed — were attributed in the files and 
later in BBC broadcasts to Tito’s commu¬ 
nist Partisans. 

Apparently Klugman’s old friend, Guy 
Burgess, then in a position to leak informa¬ 
tion to the BBC, was attributing the succes¬ 
ses of Mihailovic to Tito. 

Yet with all of the forces within British 
intelligence circles arrayed against Mihailo¬ 
vic, his decline and eventual abandonment 
might not have taken place so quickly had it 
not been for a disinformation campaign 
against the Chetniks underway in the U.S. 

U.S. Disinformation 

The most important figure in the U.S. 
disinformation effort against Mihailovic 
was a Soviet agent named Louis Adamic. 
As a confidant of the ever-popular First 
Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and an established 
member of intellectual and journalistic cir¬ 
cles in Washington, Adamic enjoyed a 
reputation as a trusted insider during the 
war. With his White House access and his 
many media friends, Adamic was in a fine 
position to influence both public opinion 
and official policy. After admitting Com¬ 
munist Party membership of over a decade, 
as well as connections to the Soviet dezin - 



Nazi troops occupy Sarsyevo, Yugoslavia, 
early in World War II. This is the same city 
in which Austrian Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand was assassinated, resulting in 
World War I. Photo: AP/Wide World 



General Mihailovic in his dress uniform as 
war minister for the Yugoslavian 
government in exile. Photo: AP/Wide World 


formatsia network, Adamic died at his 
home under uncertain circumstances soon 
after the war. He was found on a burned 
couch shot in the head with a gun lying 
nearby. 

The key to Adamic’s subtle transforma¬ 
tion of American opinion away from 
Mihailovic and in favor of Tito, though, 
was his close relationship with Alan Cran¬ 
ston, later to be a California Democrat in the 
United States Senate and a member of the 
Foreign Relations Committee. 

A look at Cranston’s early history is in¬ 
teresting in light of his wartime activities. 
His father, William Cranston, was a politi¬ 
cal leftist who one summer during Alan’s 
high school years took his son to visit the 


Soviet Union, barely a decade after the 
communist revolution. Alan’s early politi¬ 
cal and journalistic inclinations were shaped 
by his father’s friend, Fremont Older, a 
radical newspaper editor in San Francisco. 
Later, Alan Cranston and a fellow student at 
Stanford University were described in the 
19 July 1935 San Francisco Examiner as 
“boy revolutionaries” for their role in a 
communist insurrection aimed at over¬ 
throwing dictator Garrido Canbal in Tabas¬ 
co, Mexico. The two were attending sum¬ 
mer school at the University of Mexico at 
the time. 

After graduating, Cranston claims to 
have covered England, Germany, Italy and 
Ethiopia for the International News Service. 
An INS spokesman said Cranston was an 
unpaid apprentice who worked briefly in the 
London office. Yet the Congressional 
Directory for the 99th Congress lists INS 
employment in Cranston’s biographical 
sketch. It is uncertain who paid for Cran¬ 
ston’s travels to Europe and Africa. The 
senator did not return any of the three calls 
to his office to comment on this story. 

Cranston returned to Washington, where 
he met and became friends with Louis Ad¬ 
amic in 1939. Cranston joined a leftist 
group called the Common Council on 
American Unity. Adamic edited its newslet¬ 
ter, Common Ground , and Cranston was on 
the editorial staff. According to Gary Allen, 
a Stanford graduate and author of several 
books, including the best-seller Richard 
Nixon: The Man Behind the Mask, Cran¬ 
ston “became the protegS of ... Louis 
Adamic.” 

According to Allen, Adamic later helped 
Cranston get a job as head of the Foreign 
Languages Division of the Office of War 
Information. The Office of War Informa¬ 
tion was America’s propaganda organiza¬ 
tion during World War II, acting as censor 
on all news reports about the war filed for 
publication or broadcast in the United 
States. It also controlled which areas jour¬ 
nalists could and could not visit. Thus it 
could spike a story by merely denying ac¬ 
cess to the reporter. 

On the recommendation of Adamic, 
Cranston soon hired as his top OWI assis¬ 
tant a man named David Karr, who had 
worked as an editor for two communist pub¬ 
lications, The Daily Worker and Party 
Organizer. Karr, now an investment banker 
in Paris, donated $2,500 to Cranston’s cam¬ 
paign in 1974, according to the Sacramento 
Bee. 

Another person Cranston hired for the 
division was Carolo Emanuel Prato, later 
described in a House of Representatives in¬ 
vestigative report as a ‘ ‘pay-off man’ ’ of the 
the Soviet secret police. Prato had already 
been expelled from Switzerland as a Soviet 
agent when he went to work for Cranston, 
who now denies ever knowing Prato. 

Although the hearings never received 
much publicity, OWI’s activities during 
Cranston’s tenure resulted in at least three 
separate congressional investigations. The 
heavy-handedness with which Cranston and 
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his subordinates went about their work is 
evident in the following testimony heard by 
the Senate Judiciary Committee on 29 
September 1949. 

Paul Nad any, editor of Amerikai 
Magyarsag, testified that “the policy of my 
paper was advocating all military aid to 
Russia against the Axis; but keeping the 
communists three feet away, reminding 
them time and again that they must first 
prove their sincerity after the shooting phase 
of the war was over. Naturally, they re¬ 
sented this attitude and with their influence 
growing daily in Washington they felt free 
to attack my paper day after day. Alan Cran¬ 
ston ... and Dave Karr ... came to my 
office and practically held a club over my 
head to tone down all the differences with 
the communists. My publisher and I re¬ 
sented this attitude and told him,‘No.’ ” 

But Alan Cranston’s Soviet sympathies 
caught the attention of Congress earlier than 
that. In December 1943, the House Appro¬ 
priations Committee specifically cited 
Cranston’s office as helping “to further the 
interests of Soviet foreign diplomacy, often 
in contradiction to the declared policy of the 
United States.” A month before, the House 
Select Committee to Investigate the Federal 
Communications Commission named Cran¬ 
ston as a conspirator in a disinformation 
effort to put a “pro-communist slant to for¬ 
eign language broadcasts” from the United 
States. An FBI report disclosed in those 
hearings said Cranston “moves in Com¬ 
munist circles.” 

One journalist, Ray Brock, wrote about 
the censorship of news from Yugoslavia in 
1944, stating that “the Cairo and London 
censors suppress all or very nearly all dis¬ 
patches favorable to Mihailovic, encourage 
the faking of dispatches favorable to the 
communist Partisans and their leader Josip 
Broz Tito, and issue directives for news 
stories seeking to support the ‘liberaliza¬ 
tion’ of Tito’s communist regime in western 
Yugoslavia.” 

Alan Cranston later was called on the 
congressional carpet in connection with his 
office’s falsifying facts about the Katyn 
Massacre in Poland. History has confirmed 
that when Soviet troops liberated the area, 
they rounded up and shot over 13,000 Pol¬ 
ish officers, intellectuals and scientists, 
dumping the bodies in a mass grave. The 
massacre was staged to appear as if the 
Germans committed the atrocity as they 
withdrew. Cranston’s staff collaborated 
with Soviet propagandists in circulating 
phony “reports” placing blame on the Ger¬ 
mans, thus protecting the Soviet image. 

Cranston consulted frequently with Ad¬ 
amic about matters concerning Yugoslavia, 
according to Allen. By the end of 1943, the 
OWI was billing Adamic as its chief adviser 
to its Yugoslav Division and the nation’s 
“foremost expert on Yugoslavia.” He was 
appointed to lecture on Yugoslav affairs to 
personnel about to embark for the Balkans. 
Adamic later boasted that he played a key 
role in swinging U.S. support to Tito. That 
boast apparently cost him his life, whether 


Marshal Tito, right, and his staff in the 
Balkans. A Soviet disinformation effort 
secured Allied support from Tito’s 
communist guerrillas. Photo: AP/Wide 
World 



Mihailovic in the field. The original 
photo was smuggled through German lines 
out of Yugoslavia. Photo: AP/Wide 
World. 




Guy Burgess, the young Cambridge 
intellectual-turned-Soviet-spy, played a key 
role in delivering the Balkans over to 
communism during World War II. Photo: 
AP/Wide World 


by his own hand or someone else’s will 
probably never be known. 

As for Cranston, following the many con¬ 
gressional hearings about his disinforma¬ 
tion efforts on behalf of the Soviets he was 
forced to resign his OWI job. 

Boat Lift Boondoggle 

In addition to communist efforts in 
Washington and Cairo to undermine sup¬ 
port for the Chetniks, many well- 
intentioned OSS officers supported the Par¬ 
tisans because their intelligence reports led 
them to believe this was militarily wise. A 
good example is the Adriatic boat lift, a 
heroic re-supply effort mounted by a Danish 
expatriate named Hans Tofte. 

Tofte escaped from Nazi-occupied Den¬ 
mark to New York, where he linked up with 
British intel and was assigned to the Far 
East. When the U.S. entered WWII, Tofte 
joined the OSS and ended up in Cairo. Here 
he became an ardent supporter of Tito’s 
Partisans. He offered to establish a sea-lift 
of supplies across the Adriatic to the coast of 
the Yugoslav province of Dalmatia. 

Beginning in October 1943, Tofte’s 
hodge-podge navy of 44 tram steamers and 
sailboats began their dangerous runs of 
arms, ammunition, food and other supplies 
to the Partisans. An aircraft could cover in 
hours what it took Tofte’s ships days to 
navigate. But one boatload was equal to 
what an entire air squadron could carry in a 
month. A staff of over 1,000 Partisans even¬ 
tually was assembled to assist Tofte’s 
efforts. 

Tofte’s sea-lift lost only four ships during 
over 70 crossings. He received several dec¬ 
orations for his efforts and Tofte firmly be¬ 
lieves his efforts helped shorten the war. 
But captured German documents and newly 
released information indicate this was not 
the case. 

Tito tried as early as November 1942 to 
work out a truce with the Nazis. Hitler 

Continued on page 91 
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SURVIVAL 
AIDS’ 
ALLWEATHER 

BAG 


by 'William B. Guthrie 
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SURVIVAL AIDS’ 

ALLWEATHER DOUBLE MUMMY SPECIFICATIONS 

Insulation. 

. . Polypropylene fiber pile 

Cover. ............ 

... Pertex-5 (nylon) 

Zippers ........... 

.,. Full-length front and armhole in unbaffled, self-repairing 

:|f77 **S?'' 7 7. 7 :; 

nylon coil 

Construction... 

.. Two bags, inner and outer, each with full front and armhole 


zippers, each covered in water- and wind-resistant nylon. 

Accessories . 

... Nylon stuff sack 

Weight. 

.. . Outer bag, 3 pounds; inner bag, 2.5 pounds 

Comfort rating 

... 10 degrees Fahrenheit 

Color. ............... 

. . Olive drab 

Cost. .... 

..4150 

Manufacturer. 

... Survival Aids Ltd., Cumbria, England 

U.S. distributor 

. . .SOF Exchange, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 


S LEEPING bags. They provide a port¬ 
able and durable micro-environment 
that enables the user to sleep. Anything else 
is superfluous. But some accessories or fea¬ 


tures may prove desirable as long as they do 
not compromise the bag’s essential func¬ 
tionality. In this context. Survival Aids’ 
two-layer fiber-pile mummy poses interest¬ 


ing problems for the specialist. 

Survival Aids’ Allweather bag is insu¬ 
lated with an all-synthetic fiber pile — prob¬ 
ably polypropylene — and each of the nest¬ 
ing bags is covered with a tightly-woven 
thin nylon cover. The full-front and armhole 
zippers are a relatively fine nylon coil type. 
Hook-and-pile fasteners at the forehead and 
neck of the outer bag’s face opening tie the 
two bags together when both are used. 
Manufacturer’s specifications state that the 
outer bag weighs 3 pounds and the inner bag 
weighs 2Vi pounds, but the given weight 
must be for a small or medium bag, since the 
large size test sample weighed nearly 1 
pound more than the catalog weight. 

The All weather will obviously perform 
certain specialized tasks. A sniper, hunter, 
observer, birdwatcher or driver of an un¬ 
heated or open vehicle could sit or lie inside 
the bag with arms protruding from the side 
zippers and legs from the bottom of the 
two-way front zipper. Combined with 
ordinary outdoor clothing, the Allweather 
should provide protection from the cold 
even under arctic and alpine conditions. The 
bags are cut quite close to the body, so 
movement would not be restricted for oper¬ 
ating machinery or a weapon. Fiber pile is 
relatively incompressible, so insulation 
under the user is good, even without a foam 
pad. All in all, the All weather bag is hard to 
beat for warmth and protection from all but 
the worst weather if the user has some 
sedentary task to perform. 

Unfortunately, it’s not much of a sleeping 
bag. The large size proved roomy only for 
men under 6-feet tall and under 160-pounds 
weight. Fit was so close that no insulating 
clothing except for thin long underwear 
could be worn inside the bag. Since the bag 
is only rated to 10 degrees Fahrenheit, this is 
a great disadvantage for projected winter 
use. 

Unless vehicles are available to carry 
gear, fiber pile is a relatively poor insulation 
for sleeping bags. It’s heavy for its given 
warmth rating, doesn’t compress well for 
packing, and its weight and incompressibil¬ 
ity incline manufacturers to cut pile bags 
small to minimize these problems. A single 
fiber pile bag can be a great advantage in 
mild, wet weather, since pile is warmer 
when damp than nearly anything else. It’s 
too bad that the Allweather is apparently 
designed for severe conditions, because 
that’s not the best environment for a pile 
bag. No matter how comfortable this bag 
may be for running a D9 Cat during a bliz¬ 
zard, it would be a pretty miserable thing to 
sleep in during the same storm. 

The design can be fixed, though. In¬ 
creased in size to allow normal winter cloth¬ 
ing to be worn under it, and reduced to a 
single bag, the All weather could be turned 
from a failed 6-pound winter bag into a use¬ 
ful 4-pound bivouac bag that still performs 
its protective purpose for observers or equip¬ 
ment operators. The All weather is a good 
idea, but its design is ambitious beyond the 
capabilities of its materials. ^ 
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B INOCULARS. Most people use them 
to watch the Chicago Bears or White- 
Winged Crossbills. Hunters scan for every¬ 
thing from elk to javelina with them. Law 
enforcement personnel commonly use them 
for surveillance. Soldiers deploy them to 
stalk a quarry that in turn stalks them. For 
sport and recreation, price is often the only 
consideration. But, for military and police, 
there should be no compromise in quality. 

During the past 38 years Swarovski has 
established itself as a leader in binocular 
technology. Founded in 1948, Swarovski 
Optik KG built a plant on the site of a former 
German army supply depot in Absam, Aus¬ 
tria, a northern section of the old Tyrolean 
mining city of Hall. 

Swarovski manufactures all of its own 
optical components and maintains the high¬ 
est quality standards in the industry. In 1979 
they introduced their Habicht (Hawk) SL 
series of binoculars which are designed and 
built from the “inside-out.” (See “Tyro¬ 
lean Binoculars,” SOF, May ’85.) While 
offering more than adequate power and 
amazing brilliance, both the SL 8X56 and 
SL 10X50 binocs are massive and tip the 
scales at 2.7 and 2,3 pounds, respectively. 

Since I usually stuff binoculars into my 
pack, it would lessen the burden if lighter 
and more compact glasses of milspec quali¬ 
ty were available. Provided you don’t nor¬ 
mally require the twilight performance of a 
50mm objective lens, Swarovski’s new 
Compact SL binoculars, weighing only 
17.5 ounces, are just the ticket. 

There are two models, a 7X30 and an 
8X30 Wide-angle, and they incorporate all 
of the previous features of the SL series plus 
a few more. “Inside-out” construction 
means that the core section, or prism block, 
is fabricated first by laser alignment and 
sealing of the mated prisms. At the same 
time, the ocular (eye piece) and objective 
tubes are mounted and sealed to the prism 
block. The prisms of each core section are 
cemented together to eliminate internal re¬ 
flections and enhance image brightness and 
clarity. After alignment of the hinge’s cen¬ 
tral axis with the optical path of the prism 
block, the entire core section is placed into 
an injection mold for application of the 
polyurethane body material. 

This polyurethane housing is durable, 
shock-resistant, non-reflective, noiseless, 
comfortable and corrosion resistant. The 
non-slip surface can be washed with soap 
and water. Two thumb grooves, shallower 
than those of the 8X56 and 10X50 binocs, 
are molded into the underside of the SL 
Compacts to improve the grip for protracted 
scanning. Housing colors are either matte 
gray or matte green. 

Tested at a depth of 15 feet of water for 
one hour, the SL series binoculars are 
waterproof and yet have central focusing. A 
butyl rubber bellows surrounds the ocular, 
sealing it onto the prism block with o-rings, 
and the objective lens is sealed with sili¬ 
cone. The focusing adjustment has no ex¬ 
posed “bridge,” or crossbar. Compensa- 
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COMPACT 
BINOCS FROM 
SWAROVSKI 


by Peter G. Kokalis 



Swarovski’s new SL Compacts are just the ticket for those who want performance 
magnification in a compact body. 



Even with a length of 5 inches and a weight 
of 17.5 ounces, the SL Compacts deliver 
professional performance. 

tion for unequal eye vision (anisometropia) 
by means of diopter adjustment has been 
moved from its usual position on the right 
ocular to the ocular end of the hinge’s cen¬ 
tral axis. The central focusing knob remains 
at the objective end of the hinges’ central 
axis on both SL Compacts. 

A three-layer, wideband coating, called 
“Swarotop,” has been applied to the lens 
surfaces to yield a light transmission of 99.8 
percent — the highest performance in the 


industry. The twilight factor (according to 
DIN 58388) is 14.5 for the 7X30 SL Com¬ 
pacts and 15.5 for the 8X30 Wide-angle 
glasses. This compares to 22.4 for the SL 
10X50 binoculars. 

At $420, the 8X30 Wide-angles are only 
$20 more than the 7X30 SL Compacts. 
They will surely be the most popular, offer¬ 
ing slightly greater magnification, a wider 
field of view — 137 meters (449 feet) at 
1,000 meters — and a somewhat superior 
twilight factor. With an overall length of 5 
inches, some will question whether either of 
these binoculars qualify as true compacts. 
There are Japanese binoculars no larger than 
a package of cigarettes, but all that I have 
tried are worth little more than a carton of 
Camels. Swarovski’s SL Compacts are as 
big as they have to be and as small as they 
can be to deliver professional performance. 

Both SL Compacts are equipped with 
contoured eye cups that can be rolled down 
for eyeglass wearers, contoured ocular 
caps, objective caps, a comfortable padded 
neck strap and a soft case with belt loops and 
velcro closure. For further information 
about these superb binoculars contact Swar¬ 
ovski America Ltd., Dept. SOF, One Ken¬ 
ney Drive, Cranston, RI 02920. ^ 
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FOR POLICE, NOW LEGALLY AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC!! 

^ FITS BTW BOX SPRING & MAnRESS FOR. 


QUICK DRAW & REINFORCED SECURITY! 


★ WORKS WITH ALL HANDGUNS 
WITH BARRELS UP TO 6 INCHES! 

★ BUILT IN SECRET COMPARTMENT FOR 
VALUABLES (CASH, PAPERS, JEWELRY)! 

★ STRONG & DURABLE WONT DAMAGE 
WEAPON, FOLDS FOR EASY STORAGE! 
^ LIFETIME WARRANTY; IF NOT COMPLETELY 


I EVEN/r^ 
FITS WATERBEDS! 


ADVENTURE SPECIALISTS 


WHEN YOUR LIFE DEPENDS ON IT! 

CALL TOLL FREE! 


1-800-367-1017/EXT. 509 

19 


IN FLA. CALL (305) 948-6020 

ALLOW 4-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY - DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME 
■PLUS SHIPPING & HANDLING, FL RESIDENTS ADD 5% SALES TAX 
ADVENTURE SPECIALISTS 1821 NE 146 St. DEPT. D, MIAMI, FL 33181 mimm 
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the INTIMIDATOR ENERGY FIELD 


STUNS 

AND 

IMMOBILIZES 


VISUALLY INTIMIDATING HIGH INTENSITY DISCHARGE AFFECTIVE 
UP TO 20' ON MOST ATTACKERS. JACK FOR RECHARGING, SAFETY 
SWITCH, AND ALL NECESSARY LABELING. 

SEND $99.50 

To AMAZING CONCEPTS, dept, sof 

BOX 716, AMHERST, NH 03031 



AMONG THE MISSING 

Continued from page 37 

Division troops near Svay Rieng, and he 
was killed in the ensuing firefight. His diary 
was examined by military intelligence offi¬ 
cers, who had heard rumors of the myste¬ 
rious “Dutchman/’ but it contained no¬ 
thing conclusive about the missing news¬ 
men. The only entry pertaining to Stone and 
Flynn was a terse notation saying the village 
where they were supposed to meet had been 
destroyed by American warplanes. 

The notorious “Seven Mountains Re¬ 
gion” (see “Assault on Superstition Moun¬ 
tain,” October ’86 SOF) which straddles 
the Vietnam/Cambodia border in the west¬ 
ern Mekong Delta, was frequently men¬ 
tioned as a holding site for foreign prisoners 
of the VC/NVA. A French woman was 
allegedly being held there in 1970-71 and 
“foreign journalists” are mentioned in 
1973-74 reports from the area. Holding 
areas were said to include the massive cave 
complex on Nui Coto. South Vietnamese 
authorities said the prisoners were later 
moved across the border to Cambodia. 

The Committee to Free Journalists Held 
in Southeast Asia undertook a number of 
missions to Cambodia during the late war 
years. Field investigators for the committee 
turned up evidence that as many as 10 of the 
missing journalists survived their capture, 
and as late as 1976-77 there were reports 
they were being held in camps along the 
border. A North Vietnamese officer cap¬ 
tured in Cambodia told interrogators he be¬ 
lieved “many” foreign journalists listed as 
MIA were alive and living in Hanoi. He said 
he had seen six journalists under guard in a 
jeep in northeast Cambodia, and was told 
they were being taken to Hanoi where other 
captured journalists were being held. 

Other foreign nationals missing in South¬ 
east Asia include Nationalist Chinese from 
Taiwan, Thai troops who fought in Laos and 
Cambodia under CIA tutelage, and Filipi¬ 
nos working under contract to various U.S. 
government agencies. 

Chartered Nationalist Chinese transport 
planes were heavily involved in covert war¬ 
fare in both Cambodia and Vietnam. The 
aircrews were normally Chinese military 
personnel serving on detached duty while 
the actual aircraft involved were either di¬ 
verted from the assets of China Airlines, the 
Nationalist flag-carrier, or came from the 
stocks of Air Asia, a CIA subsidiary based 
in Taiwan. In one incident that occurred 
during the first week of June 1972, a char¬ 
tered Nationalist transport carrying U.S. 
and Vietnamese troops on a high-level clan¬ 
destine mission crashed in the Central High¬ 
lands. Of the 31 personnel aboard, six were 
Chinese crewmen. Reports from the area 
later told of Chinese prisoners being 
marched away by their NVA captors. 
Across the border in Cambodia, China Air¬ 
lines cargo planes regularly flew under CIA 
auspices. In July 1974 a twin-engine C-123 
was shot down while returning from Phnom 
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Penh. The crewmen, all of whom were sub¬ 
sequently listed as MIA, included four 
Chinese and a Filipino. 

Some 10,000-15,000 Thai irregulars, 
equipped and paid for by the U.S. govern¬ 
ment, fought in Laos during the late ’60s 
and early ’70s. A smaller number, known as 
the “Yellow Tiger Brigade,” was involved 
in fighting the Khmer Rouge inside Cambo¬ 
dia from 1972-74. Aside from those killed 
in the normal course of combat operations, 
some of the Thais were taken prisoner — 
and promptly vanished. Their ultimate fate 
is unknown although at least one Thai gov¬ 
ernment agency lists them as MIAs and 
continues to investigate sightings and re¬ 
ports. 

Numerous reports crop up telling of Thai 
troops in communist captivity. One U.S. 
intelligence document dated 28 April 1967 
tells of two Thais being held in a cave one 
kilometer southeast of Muong Nga, Laos. 
The Bangkok Post ran an article on 21 
March 1971 recounting the experiences of a 
former Thai POW who had been held in 
Laos and who claimed to have seen Amer¬ 
ican POWs during his captivity. 

When U.S. POWs were released by the 
VC/NVA in 1973, two Thai prisoners were 
among them — Chem Bambung Uom and 
Praphan Xirion. U.S. officials were tight- 
lipped about details surrounding their cap¬ 
ture and subsequent imprisonment, saying 
only that “the U.S. government is provid¬ 
ing assistance to expedite their return to 


Thailand. ’ ’ Thai government sources refuse 
to comment. 

Hundreds of Filipinos served the U.S. 
war effort in Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos; 
some in a covert capacity. A secret intelli¬ 
gence report from early 1967 mentions a 
Filipino being held in a cave at coordinates 
VII 190 555 in Laos. Another report dated 
April 1969 tells of a Filipino POW being 
held by the Pathet Lao in the Ban Nagnom 
area of Savannakhet Province. The report 
indicated the individual was captured in De¬ 
cember 1969 and said the Pathet Lao in¬ 
tended to turn him over to the NVA. Three 
Filipino prisoners in Phu Yen Province, 
Vietnam, were the subject of a January 1972 
intelligence report. They were seen travel¬ 
ing with an escort of four NVA armed with 
AK-47s, and later observed again resting 
beside a small stream. All three were attired 
in civilian clothes and appeared to be in 
good health. One of the men was believed to 
be an engineer. While precise data is hard to 
run down, current information indicates 
there are over two dozen Filipinos listed as 
MIAs. 

Koreans, both military and civilians, are 
frequently mentioned in MIA reports. Com¬ 
bined Military Interrogation Center docu¬ 
ment # US 1531-68 reported two South 
Korean marines held captive in Phu Yen 
Province. Both were said to be from the 
Blue Dragon Brigade and were interrogated 
by an “old Chinese man.” Another report, 
# US 1563-68, tells of five Korean males 


being held along with 24 Caucasian POWs 
in Quang Tin Province. Korean civilians 
figure in a number of reports. One National 
Interrogation Center Report # 2457-68 
dated 1 February 1968 and prepared by a 
field exploitation team working out of Chau 
Doc Province tells of two Koreans, one of 
them a doctor. They were reportedly cap¬ 
tured in My Tho during Tet of 1968 and, 
according to the report, were being sent to 
Cambodia to be held as POWs. 

An individual identified only as a “Brit¬ 
ish colonel” cropped up in numerous U.S. 
intelligence reports and was also mentioned 
in captured enemy documents. The “col¬ 
onel” and two female companions had 
allegedly been captured while on a boat on 
the Van Co Dong River near Saigon one 
afternoon in late 1966. After being impris¬ 
oned for a year, he was judged to be “un¬ 
cooperative” and sentenced to death by the 
B-17 Security Section of COSVN (Central 
Office of South Vietnam — the North Viet¬ 
namese high command in the south). He 
was subsequently reported to have been ex¬ 
ecuted and his body buried in Phuoc An 
Village, Tay Ninh Province. The repeated 
references to the colonel’s British national¬ 
ity points toward this being William Henry 
Wallis, a British civilian who worked as a 
security agent for the giant RMK-BRJ con¬ 
struction firm. 

Australians and New Zealanders were 
also among the missing. A MACV intelli¬ 
gence report from August 1969 tells of the 
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MOZAMBIQUE ... ZAMBIA ... BOT¬ 
SWANA — These were the battlefields 
of embattled Rhodesia’s crack com- 
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mando force: C Squadron, Special Air 
Service. 

The Men: Rhodesians, Yanks, Brits, Aussies — the cream of Rhodesia’s elite military 
forces. Masters of deception and covert operations, these highly trained professionals 
were determined to win where others failed. 
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ambush ... SAS “operators” were the Rhodesian high command’s cutting edge 
against the communist-backed terrorists. 
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The Story: Told for the first time in The Elite— The Story of the Rhodesian Special Air 
Service. 
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sighting of six Aussie/New Zealander mili¬ 
tary personnel in Laos. The source of the 
report was a communist raJJier who also 
provided information on the physical condi¬ 
tion and daily diet of the prisoners. Accord¬ 
ing to the source, the six men were held in a 
large cave complex being used as a tempo¬ 
rary collection point for POWs. An Austra¬ 
lian pilot who vanished after being shot 
down and parachuting into North Vietnam 
crops up in DOD Intelligence Information 
Report #1516-1887-69 dated December 
1969. Source of the information was a cap¬ 
tured NVA soldier. 

A national Military Command Center 
message of 15 September 1971 tells of a 
group of 42 “foreign prisoners” being held 
in the Phnum Phlom Cheh mountains in 
Kampot Province, Cambodia. Among the 
group were two described, respectively, as 
an Australian and a Frenchman. An uniden¬ 
tified Caucasian female, alternately de¬ 
scribed as American or Australian, was reli¬ 
ably reported to be held in a village near 
Sam Neua in 1971. She was said to have 
been aboard an aircraft which had been shot 
down. One source described her as young, 
and said she wore a cloth wrapped around 
her head like a turban. 

Probably the best known MIA case in¬ 
volving an Australian is that of Neil Shar- 
man, a journalist who vanished in the Lao¬ 
tian panhandle in 1974 while traveling with 
an American, Charles Dean. The S harm an/ 
Dean case is unusual in that throughout the 


history of allied POW experiences in South¬ 
east Asia, there has never been such a large 
volume of information and reports in such a 
short period of time. 

Sharman and Dean departed Vientiane in 
early September 1974 for a boat trip to 
Thakhet. Subsequent reports indicate they 
were captured enroute when Pathet Lao 
forces stopped their boat at the Ban Pak Hin 
Boun checkpoint. Both men were then 
brought upriver to Ban Thong Lam where 
they were observed by numerous indi¬ 
viduals, then taken to Ban Phontan where 
they arrived in mid-September. 

Altogether, 19 different sources provided 
information on the movements of Sharman 
and Dean. At one location they managed to 
pass a photo of themselves to a Lao civilian, 
who in turn presented it to U.S./Lao investi¬ 
gators where its authenticity was con¬ 
firmed. 

Sharman and Dean continued to be kept 
together and over the next two months were 
moved at least four times, all the while 
being interrogated by Pathet Lao officers. 
On 14 December 1974 both men were spot¬ 
ted in a Toyota truck that stopped at Ban 
Naliang, then proceeded toward Route 81. 
Another sighting occurred on 25 January 
1975 when the two men were observed 
along a footpath back near Ban Phontan, 
accompanied by guards. They were seen 
again at Ban Phontan at approximately 0900 
hours on 23 February, sitting on the porch of 
a small hut. On 30 May 1975 a coded intelli¬ 


gence source told officials in Vientiane that 
Sharman and Dean had been moved to 
Pathet Lao headquarters at Sam Neua. 
There the trail ended. 

Despite the vast number of sighting re¬ 
ports on the two men, the Pathet Lao con¬ 
tinually denied any knowledge of either 
Sharman or Dean. And, while it is unlikely 
the Pathet Lao will ever come forward with 
additional information to resolve their 
cases, there is, as one U.S. intelligence 
document relates, “... no evidence to sub¬ 
stantiate the deaths of either Dean or Shar¬ 
man.” 

At least two Australians, as well as a 
number of Americans, disappeared aboard 
boats in the Gulf of Siam during the period 
1975-79. Most believed they were victims 
of bad weather or an accident at sea, and 
assumed they had drowned. Only after the 
capture of Phnom Penh by the Vietnamese 
in January 1979 did the truth become 
known. These men — and perhaps even 
women — had been seized on the high seas 
by Khmer Rouge gunboats, forced into 
port, and then taken to the notorious Toul 
Sleng prison in the deserted capital. They 
were interrogated, tortured almost daily, 
and finally killed as Vietnamese forces 
approached Phnom Penh. Vietnamese 
troops found photos of the Westerners in 
captivity, many bearing the marks of tor¬ 
ture, as well as forced confessions saying 
they were CIA agents. In the ravaged prison 
archives the Vietnamese found evidence 


UNDERWATER SURVIVAL - U.S.TECH 



Garber 

BMF. As featured in 
SOF. Bowie style blade, 
serrated edge, compass, 
diamond sharpening 
stone. Lifetime warranty, 
includes sheath. 

Retail $160.00 
Sale $129.95 


Gerber 

Guardian. Famous for it s 
quality and performance! 
Model 5800 in black, 
$39.95 

Model 5816 in cammo, 

$46.95 


Tekna 

Single piece stainless 
construction. Black matt 
finish. Specify sheath 
with straps or bolt/boot 
dip. Retail $54.95 
With straps $44.95 
With beMxjot dip $39.95 


Chro no sport 

The name in divers 
watches. All black, dual 
time, Quartz analog com¬ 
bined with LCD digital 
displays. 

With nylon strap - Retail 
$365.00 Sale $308.00 
With bracelet - Retail 
$460.00 Sale $368.00 


Nikon quality binoculars 



8X30 

Green rubber 
coated 
#777 

Retail $455.00 

Sale $405.00 



Camera 

35 mm Hanimex camera will 
survive mud, sand, and water 
over 100 feet deepl Motor 
advance, built in flash. 

Retail $250.00 
Salt $189.05 



Emergency Air Supply 

Spare air when you need it! Complete system 
in one compact unit. Two cubic feet of air. 
Retail $175.00 
Sale $139.95 



7X35 
Reid glasses 
#7790 

Retail $164.00 

Sale $129.95 




U.S.TECH SCUBA 
All american made 
equipment! Shadow all 
black BCD with power, 
pack, Co2 and more, 
ARIS series Explorer 
regulator with ARIS 
octopus, Datacom 
double console (PSI/ 
Depth), and Aluminum 
80 K cylinder. Retail 
over $1000.00 
Sale $575.00 



7X50 

Black rubber 
coated 
#7785 

Retail $570.00 

Sale $492.00 

Cammo 


Military spec hardware, 
side pocket, shoulder 
strap, extra thick Cor* 
dura Nylon, Derlln zip¬ 
pers. Extra Large. 

Retail $115.00 
Safa $74.95 


Twin Tank Air 

Twin 2 CUFT tanks - four cubic 
feet of aii. Complete system in a 
compact unit! 

Retail $245.00 

Sale $179.95 


SNORKELING 

PACKAGE 

Black graphite open 
heel fins, silicone mask 
with tempered glass, 
large bore silicone 
snorkel. Rugged, high 
quality equipment! Re¬ 
tail $140.00 

Sale $84.95 


MtnFC Lite 

Fully waterproof light 
with bright Halogen bulb. 
Belt dip attached. Black. 
Uses four c batteries (Not 
included). $24.95 


Tekna Light 

T-1970 rechargable di¬ 
vers light, black. Indudes 
charger and landyard. 

$74.95 


Pelican 

Mighty Light. Slightly 
larger than a penlfght, yet 
powerful I Clip and built in 
magnet In butt. $8.95 


Seiko 

Professional divers 
watch. SPW005. Quartz 
analog/digital displays, 
tested to 500 feet, rotat¬ 
ing bezel, screw down 
crown, timer, and more. 
Retail $275.00 
Sale $225.00 



Order from U.S.TECH, by mail or phone. Call (312)763-1669 (SOF1 NOW) or send your order to U.S.TECH, 6674 N. Northwest Hwy., Chicago, IL 
60631 . We accept Master Card, Visa, Discover Card, American Express, and PADIcard charge cards by phone. We also accept Money order, Cashiers 
check, or Certified check by mail. Include $3.00 shipping for orders under $100.00, $6.00 for orders over $100.00. Caution: You should be trained in 
the use of SCUBA by a qualified instructor. 
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DON’T BECOME A VICTIM ... ' Uvf ^ 

- . »Wr T or >' 


BARRY 
SADLER’S 


SYSTEM OF 
SELF-DEFENSE 


INVEST IN YOUR PERSONAL SAFETY 

At last, an easy-to-leam, easy-to-use self-study program designed for everyone — men, women and children 
— regardless of strength or physical prowess! 

PROVEN METHODS 

“.. .Trained in combat, hand to hand...” Even before Staff Sergeant Barry Sadler, United States Army 
Special Forces, wrote those words in his famous “Ballad of the Green Berets” twenty years ago, Sadler had 
already been an avid student of the martial arts for ten arduous years. Sadler’s thirty years of martial arts 
experience, including black belts in three disciplines and scores of “hands-on” encounters around the world, 
have been selectively distilled to produce this unique, proven self-study system of self-defense. 


THE ONLY ONE YOU’LL EVER NEED 

Sadler’s complete self-study course is con¬ 
tained on one video cassette, including: 

• 17 easy-to-leam lessons 

• Special forces exercise workout segment 
designed to keep you fighting trim 

• Specific defense techniques against guns, 
knives, clubs, chains and other impro¬ 
vised weapons 

• Nothing more to buy! 


Rush me Barry Sadler’s System of Self-Defense Video Cassette 
today at the introductory price of $49.95 postage paid! 

□ Check/Money Order Enclosed (Payable to: Soldier of Fortune) 

Charge to my credit card account: 

□ Visa#-Exp. Date_ 

□ MasterCard#__ Exp. Date_ 

Signature_ 

Name_ 

Address_ 


(Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery. Offer expires December 31, 1986.) 
Mail to: SOF Exchange, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Or call: (303) 449-3750. (Sorry no collect calls.) 








that two Australians and four Americans 
were among the victims. The total is prob¬ 
ably much higher and pould involve indi¬ 
viduals of other nations. 

Officially there are only six Australians 
listed as MIA in Indochina, but off the re¬ 
cord, officials concede there are more. As 
late as May 1984 an Australian mission was 
in Vietnam looking for the missing men. 

The French, who spent a century coloniz¬ 
ing Vietnam, also have a number of MI As 
from the American war years. At least four 
French scholars are missing as a result of the 
war in Cambodia. Most of them dis¬ 
appeared in the first hectic days of the fight¬ 
ing during the spring of 1970. 

“When one speaks of MI As, the average 
person tends to think in terms of Amer¬ 
icans,” lamented one MIA activist recent¬ 
ly. “Due to the sheer number of Americans 
involved, I guess that’s understandable. 
But,” he continued, “it’s time it was recog¬ 
nized that hundreds of other nationals are 
also on the MIA lists. The MIA issue is 
really an international issue, and Hanoi has 
a lot to account for.” ^ 


MEKONG RIVER RATS 

Continued from page 71 

Quai Vat , PACVs were credited with 23 VC 
kills, II prisoners taken, over 70 sampans 
destroyed, many VC camps and fortifica¬ 


tions put out of commission and a variety of 
enemy weapons and ammunition captured. 

There was a trade-off for this efficiency, 
though: PACVs were much more expensive 
to purchase and operate than the smaller 
PBRs. A PACV cost slightly less than a 
million dollars versus approximately 
$90,000 for a new PBR. 

While the main purpose of Operations 
Game Warden and Clearwater was to con¬ 
trol the Viet Cong, PBRs were also used for 
psywar purposes. When PBRs first 
appeared, the VC tried to scare the local 
population by telling them that PBR crews 
were barbarians who would rob them, rape 
their women and even butcher their chil¬ 
dren. However, PBR crews were often able 
to offset VC propaganda through civic ac¬ 
tion work such as repairing buildings dam¬ 
aged by the VC or serving as water ambu¬ 
lances. Sometimes things as simple as hand¬ 
ing out soap, school supplies or fishing gear 
did the trick. Each of the PBRs was desig¬ 
nated a Chieu Hoi where Viet Cong could 
turn themselves in to obtain amnesty. Many 
VC did defect to the PBR Chieu Hoi as word 
spread that the crews would treat them well. 

The Navy’s role with its small boats in 
Vietnam seemed out of character with the 
common notion of the Navy’s mission. 
Most people associate destroyers, aircraft 
carriers, submarines and naval engage¬ 
ments on the high seas with the Navy — not 
endless patrols down forgotten rivers in¬ 
fested with mosquitos and a deadly enemy. 
The men who fought in the Brown Water 


Navy never sank an enemy battleship, but 
their actions on Vietnam’s waterways 
earned them a well-deserved place in Navy 
history. ^ 


CASPIAN ARMS .45 

Continued from page 29 

safety should be replaced with one of 
Armand Swenson’s long combat safeties. 

One nice addition is an adjustable over- 
travel stop on the trigger. I could do without 
the gritty 7-pound trigger pull-weight, 
however. As a matter of fact, I did. Pistol- 
smith Burke C. Hill reduced it to a clean, 
crisp 3.75 pounds prior to our firing tests. 
This is more in line with what one should 
expect from a $580 handgun supposedly 
ready to go right out of the box. 

Before we move to the slide group, let me 
say that there’s absolutely nothing wrong 
with the attractive, checkered wood grip 
panels which appear to be finished with an 
epoxy resin varnish. Unfortunately, there 
were some more problems up in the slide. 

An integral five-groove solid rib has been 
cast into the slide. It neither adds to nor 
detracts from performance. The enlarged 
ejection port will appeal to reloaders while 
the deep cocking serrations make pulling 
back the slide easier. 

But the plum-colored finish on the slide 
and slide stop is really bush league. The 


FIVE WAYS TO SURVIVE 



Pocket Communicator 


Stay in touch with this powerful walkie talkie sys¬ 
tem. This is a truly palm sized, tiny wireless com¬ 
municator. it even has a built-in encryption 
system to keep your conversations private. Pow¬ 
er output to 1 watt, frequency 440-450 MHz FM, 
models range up to 7 miles. 



Cotch Intruders 


Hidden on the bookshelf isan incredible video re¬ 
cording system. All components are completely 
contained Inside the leather bound book (photo: 
1st book on left). It catches unexpected visitors, 
intruders or burglars on videotape. Inconspicu¬ 
ous in your home or office. Or take the book with 
you for videorecording wherever you go—the 
system is battery operated, completely self con¬ 
tained and portable. 



spouses intrude on your privacy! The VL 34 Priva¬ 
cy Protector finds bugs and transmitters that may 
be hidden right now in your hotel room, office, 
home, or car. It quickly detects and locates these 
dangerous privacy invaders before they can 
cause you any harm. 


CCS COUNTER SPY SHOP 

a division of 

CCS Communication Control Inc. 

633 Third Ave., New York, N.Y. 10017 
(212) 697-8140 TXs 238720 
1801 K St. N.W., Washington D.C. 20006 
(202)659-3432 

1435 Brickeli Ave., Miami, Fla. 33131 
(305)358-4336 

The Galleria, Suite 3405, Houston, Tx. 77056 
(713)626-0007 

9465 Wiishlre Blvd., Beverly Hills, Ca, 90212 
(213)274-6256 

London • Paris 

copyright ccs 1986 



See in the Dork 

See in near total darkness. The MINI NIGHT SCOPt 
fits in your pocket or the palm of your hand. A sim¬ 
ple adapter converts your binoculars or camera 
into a super long distance night vision system. 



The Driefcase That Sees 


Everyth (09 

Built inside this ordinary looking briefcase is a 
video recording surveillance system. The CVS 330 
discreetly videotapes all events, etc., and gives 
you absolute proof. The tiny pinhole lens is nearly 
invisible. Even with the case open, all electronics 
are completely hidden. Carry it inconspicuously 
anywhere —Into meetings, hotel rooms, etc. 
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residue of bluing salts and patina of rust on 
the slide’s interior surfaces were also dis¬ 
appointing. Apparently these components 
were dumped into a bluing tank for an in¬ 
adequate interval of time, with the solution 
at too low a temperature, and then improp¬ 
erly cleaned. 

In configuration, the Millet high-profile 
fixed-combat sights are superb. The rear 
sight has been adequately rounded and will 
not interfere with “tap, rack, bang’’ drills. 

I usually don’t mind a colored dot or two, 
or even three. When you’re concentrating 
on that flash front sight picture under stress, 
you won’t even see them. But this time 
Millet has gone out of control with their 
paint brush. Intricate white patterns confuse 
and distract the shooter, retarding response 
time. Fortunately, this geometric nightmare 
can be corrected with an aerosol can of flat 
black spray paint. 

A 4.25-inch professionally throated Colt 
Mk.IV/Series 70 barrel has been fitted with 
a tight Micro-type bushing. More about that 
later. The recoil spring wraps around a full- 
length guide rod. It’s supposed to increase 
spring life. 

The extractor, firing pin, spring and stop 
are straight from the Colt M1911. Grateful¬ 
ly, Colt’s Series 80 firing pin lock, a need¬ 
less condescension to the whims of fright¬ 
ened attorneys, is nowhere to be seen. 

Now to the magazine. Caspian Arms has 
provided us with the best magazine that 


anyone ever slapped up a .45’s well. The 
rounded steel follower will feed everything 
from ball to empty cases. Best of all, the 
floorplate is removable. Colt should have 
redesigned their magazine 50 years ago. 
You can buy all the spares you want, blued 
or stainless, for $15 each. That’s a bargain. 

No disassembly instructions were pro¬ 
vided, so this should be discussed briefly, 
particularly because the full-length guide 
rod alters the procedure somewhat. 

Remove the magazine and clear the 
weapon. Retract the slide rearward until its 
disassembly notch is aligned with the slide 
stop’s lug. Push the slide stop inward from 
the right side and remove. Separate the slide 
and frame groups by pushing the slide for¬ 
ward and off the frame. Using a .45 bushing 
wrench (preferably plastic to avoid marring 
the bushing), rotate the bushing clockwise 
90 degrees. Place a finger tightly (very 
tightly) on the guide rod’s plug before re¬ 
moving the bushing wrench or you may lose 
an eye. Carefully remove the plug. Pull the 
guide rod and recoil spring out from the 
rear. Turn the bushing back counter¬ 
clockwise 180 degrees and remove it by 
gently prying it out of the slide. Turn the 
link down and pull the barrel out from the 
front of the slide. Proceed as usual. 

Reassemble in the reverse order. After 
the the guide rod’s plug is reinstalled from 
the front, the guide rod and recoil spring can 
be inserted from the rear. Be sure to slide the 


end of the recoil spring with the smaller 
diameter over the guide rod before reassem¬ 
bly of these components. 

We started our test firing of this pistol 
using a 185-grain copper-clad wadcutter 
bullet backed by 6.5 grains of Hercules 
Unique. This has proven to be a real loser 
and will not consistently feed through any 
Colt M1911 pistol I’ve ever attempted to 
stuff it into. 

Although the Caspian Arms’ feed ramp 
was not polished, it easily fed 25 rounds of 
this trash load. Another 25 rounds with a 
230-grain cast roundnose bullet and still no 
problems. 

Switching to G.I. ball (headstamped 
WCC 67’ — Western Cartridge Co., 1967) 
at about round number 65, we experienced 
two failures to go into battery during the 
counter-recoil stroke. Movement of the re¬ 
ciprocating parts continued to become more 
sluggish. By round number 75, the slide 
traveled rearward and failed to return. End 
of test. 

The problem? You can’t install a tight, 
target-type bushing without relieving the 
barrel’s diameter to the rear of its bearing 
surface at the muzzle. This lathe work was 
omitted and in just 75 rounds enough debris 
accumulated between the barrel and 
bushing to prevent the slide group from 
returning to battery. Completely unaccept¬ 
able. 

Our limited test indicated that the accura- 


GREENE 


MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 

Finest Quality & Lowest Prices Available in Military & Hunting Apparel & Accessories 


Battle Dress Uniform (Fatigues) 

Brand New • Latest Issue • First Quality 

BDU 


PULLOVER 

(PARKA) 


N2-B EXTREME 
COLD WEATHER 
FLIGHT JACKET 


MA-1 REVERSIBLE 
FLIGHT JACKET 


Pants feature: Double 
fabric seat and 
knees; 6 pockets 
(2 slash front 
pockets. 2 rear 
pockets with 
button flaps, 2 
large bellows 
pockets on 
thighs); adjus¬ 
table waist tab; 
button fly; draw- 
string cuffs. 

Shirts feature: 

Double fabric elbows; 

4 pockets (bellows style) 

Woodland 
Camouflage 

Available in (1) 100% Cotton 
Rip Stop or (2) 50/50 NyCo. 
Pants or Shirt $27.95 ea. 

Olive Drab (OD) Green 

100% Cotton Rip Stop Pants 
or Shirt $27.95 ea. 

Tiger Stripe 
Camouflage 

100% Cotton Rip 
Stop Pants 
or Shirt $29.95 ea. 

S.W.A.T. Black 

Available in (1) 100% 

Cotton Rip Stop or (2) 

50/50 Poly/Cotton 
Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea. 

Authentic Trebark® 
Camouflage ■, 

Pants or Shirt $34.95 ea 
Khaki 

100% Cotton Rip Stop 
Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea 
Sizes: SX.S.M.L.XL 
(regulars and longs) 


GENUINE M-65 
FIELD JACKET 

Please do not mistake us for a 
similar ad-WE are the original! 

BRAND NEW FIRST QUALITY 



SWAP CLOSURES 


Grey 

Camouflage 

50/50 NyCo. 
Pants or shirt 
$29.95 ea. 



NOW AVAILABLE IN TWO 
FINE FABRICS! 

A strong, light-weight, wind resis¬ 
tant but breathable parka now 
available in two fine fabrics: (1) 
50/50 poly/cotton in Woodland 
Camouflage. Olive Drab (OD) 
Green, Navy. Off-White. Tan, 
Black. Grey. Lt.Blue, Maroon and 
Cactus or (2) 100% Nylon Oxford 
in Navy, Royal Blue, Scarlet, 
Maroon. Silver Gray and Kelly 
Green. Sizes: S(36-38), M(40-42), 
L(44-48) and 

XL(48-50). ONLY $ 29 s5 


Designed for extreme cold 
weather conditions, this jacket is 
interlined with quilted polyester 
batting. Hood is lined and 
trimmed with Mouton synthetic 
fur and unzips to lie flat against 
shoulders when not in use. Outer 
and inner storm flaps; knit waist 
band and cuffs; 2 front welt 
pockets and combination cigar¬ 
ette/pencil pocket with zipper on 
sleeve. Available in USAF Sage 
Green only. Sizes: XS. S. M. L, XL. 


only $ 79® 5 


Tell us your chest, height and waist measurements when ordering. 
State size, color and fabric and mail proper amount (check or money 
order) plus $3.50 per jacket (Double for Canada) for shipping and 
handling to: (TN residents add 7% sales tax). 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

P.O. Box 20008 Dept. SF*Knoxville. Tennessee 37940 
ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-521-7977 
In TN (615) 947-2349 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 


This intermediate weight, water 
repellant treated, nylon jacket is 
manufactured to USAF design for 
use in cold weather climates 
(20° F). Features front closure 
storm flap; knit collar, waistband 
and cuffs; 4 welt type slash 
pockets with snap fasteners (2 
outside. 2 inside); and combina¬ 
tion cigarette/pencil pocket with 
zipper on sleeve. All jackets re¬ 
verse to high visibility orange and 
are fully interlined for warmth. 
USAF Sage Green. Blue. Black 
and (Camouflage-100% Cotton 
Shell). Also, available in L2-B 
version. Same as MA-1 except 
lightweight for use in cool weath¬ 
er (50F) and with epaulets. 

ONLY *39 95 ea. 

Reversible FV-1 Right Vest (same 
as MA-1 w/o sleeves). USAF Sage 
Green, Black or Camouflage. 
Sizes: XS. S. M. * 

L. XL ONLY *29® S 


The very latest U.S. Army issue 
all-weather field jacket made of 
50% nylon/50% cotton with water 
repellency is fully lined and is 
manufactured under strict quality 
standards by a prime government 
contractor in the United States. 
Excellent for hunting, work or 

leisu,e only *42“ 

AVAILABLE IN CURRENT 
GOVT COLORS: 

Woodland Camouflage • Olive 
Drab OR Tiger Stripe Camou¬ 
flage • Swat Black • Police Navy 

• Desert Camouflage • Maroon 

• Oyster • Grey • A.F. Sage 
Green • Khaki. Sizes: XS. S, M, 
L. XL. For proper fit, specify 
chest measurement. Genuine 
G.I. M-65 cold weather button-in 
liner $16.95 plus $3.00 shipping 
and handling. BOYS* jackets in 
Woodland Camouflage only. 
Sizes 4-6, 8-10. 12-14, 16-18. 


only $ 38 95 
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cy potential was more than adequate, as one 
could expect with such a tightly fitted barrel 
bushing and frame-to-slide mating held to 
close tolerance. Weighing a hefty 38.5 
ounces empty, felt recoil was minimal. 

Endowed with an excellent slide and 
frame — when the so-called * ‘Govern¬ 
ment’ ' frame, sans finger groove and 
hooked trigger guard, is selected — Caspian 
Arms still needs to alter a number of com¬ 
ponents and improve their quality control 
before I would ever consider packing this 
piece. I understand they are committed to 
doing so. ^ 


BATTLE BLADES 

Continued from page 22 

a heavy tool for heavy work and re¬ 
quires a certain amount of skill to use to 
best effect. 

The general purpose machete was 
my favorite. The 18-inch blade is well 
balanced and gives the implement 
good leverage and near perfect swing 
weight. It clears brush with ease and 
makes light work out of cutting small 
firewood and kindling. Highly recom¬ 
mended for your knock-around camp¬ 
ing gear. 

The small bowie-style machete with 
its 13-inch blade is almost a cross be¬ 


tween a fighting knife and a machete. 
At 10 ounces total weight it is simply 
too light to have real cutting power. 
But it makes up for that with speed. A 
man slashed in the forearm with this 
weapon may not lose the limb, though 
I’ll bet he loses his will to fight 
But don’t forget. First and foremost, 
the machete is a tool. When used as a 
weapon against a first rate battle blade, 
the longer machete comes up short. Its 
length makes it difficult to redirect once 
a stroke is started — the machete has 
no provision for a backstroke. The 
machete works well as an edged 
weapon under certain circumstances, 
especially if you have room to move. 
But you’d be better off to choose your 
cutlery according to its intended usage. 
Use the machete as a tool and look 
elsewhere for a weapon. 


COMBAT 

WEAPONCRAFT 

Continued from page 17 

Ambushing and mining were the 
two methods most commonly used. In 
the landmine war, there was a constant 
battle of wits as well. We laid TM-46 
metallic mines captured from the ter¬ 
rorists — and FRELIMO engineers 


lifted some of them. We added anti-lift 
devices — the Freds found them with 
magnetic mine detectors and blew 
them in place. We then got tricky by 
laying chaff (nails and scrap metal) to 
fool the engineers, and plastic mines 
with an internal device which would 
detonate the mine if a mine-detector 
passed over it. Twelve Fred engineers 
found these mines the hard way in the 
first week after their introduction, and 
looking for mines became very un¬ 
popular. Visual searches then became 
the detection method of choice, with 
engineers and infantrymen alike dig¬ 
ging at every suspicious scrape on eve¬ 
ry road. We added a photocell to our 
mines which, when the digger exposed 
them to light, winked goodbye and 
went bang. We also developed an anti- 
prod feature using copper screen 
which deterred probing with either 
wooden or metal probes. By the end of 
this battle of wits, the enemy had re¬ 
sorted to building fires everywhere 
they thought there might be a mine, 
hoping that the heat would set it off. 
We had plans to counter that tactic too, 
but the end of the war made them 
unnecessary. 

Mozambican border areas are still 
strewn with hundreds of rusting truck 
carcasses as a result of Rhodesian inge¬ 
nuity and the effectiveness of our 
“smart” mines. ^ 





Only This Genuine Gurkha KUKRI Knife- 

Comes With The Documents 
That Prove Its Authentic 


Here's What You Get 
With Each Genuine KUKRI 

© Standard Leather Sheath 
With Wood Lining, 

Leather Frog 


YES, Please RUSH me: 

_Genuine KUKRI 


Knives x $19.95 = _ 
Shipping & Ins. ($2.75) _ 


($5.00 for Alaska, Hawaii & Canada) 


TOTAL. 


(By check or Money Order) 


Name . 
Address 


© 2 KUKRI 
Accessory 


Ordnance Drawing 
& Spec Sheet w 


@ KUKRI From Current 
Government Contractor 


Now you can get 
all the heavy duty, 
chopping power the 
famous Gurkha merce¬ 
naries have relied on all 
over the world from Gallipoli 
to the Faulkland Islands. Put 
it on display or depend on it for 
hard use! Great for survival prepared¬ 
ness, for hunting and camping, and 
popular with military knife collectors. The fearsome 
long blade is hand forged so it will take a keen edga 
Full tang for extra strength with traditional, native hardwood 
handles. Overall—17”, Weight—1 lb., 6 oz. Brand new! Direct 
from the current Government Contractor in India complete with 
issue leather sheath, 2 accessory knives, ordnance drawing and 
spec sheet and a copy of the actual Government Contract. 

Order No. l-LC-120.All for only $19.95 


VISA, MasterCard, 

Am. Exp., 
or CO D. Welcome 

Call 

TOLL-FREE 

1-800-241-3595 

Ga. Residents Call (404) 922-3TO0 

Order No. l-LC-120 


1BEWARF 
OF FAK 


City _ 

Zip- 

Send Your 
Order To: 


State 


□ Send me your FREE catalog of hard-to-get, 
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MARCOS’ BITTER 
LEGACY 

Continued from page 53 

forces appeared to have control, at least for 
the time being. 

There was no sign of Cojuangco. I asked 
several people, who only shook their heads. 
Finally a woman came from a large mansion 
in the middle of the estate. “I am only a 
servant,” she said in perfect English. *‘No¬ 
body is here.” 

My continuing quest for Cojuangco took 
me down a side road to Hacienda Carmen 
Chica, one of the lesser estates, where I 
found a solitary PC sergeant in charge of six 
CHDF men. He was polite, but shook his 
head when I raised my camera to take a 
picture. A couple of his charges wandered 
out of a nearby hut, grinning, slinging their 
Ml6s casually. They laughed and mugged 
as I snapped off a few frames, but after I was 
back in my car, they walked up purposefully 
and asked what I wanted the pictures for. 
The smell of alcohol was strong on their 
breath. “No problem,” I told them. 
“Souvenirs.” We shook hands. 

Down the coast road, at the “Task Force 
Sugarland” headquarters, I ran into the man 
who seemed responsible for the PC troopers 
I’d been encountering — Captain Sahiron 
Salim. At first, he denied the CHDF men 
were really members of private armies. 

“They are volunteers defending their 
barrios,” he said, slouching in a van beside 
an armored personnel carrier with the name 
“Peacemaker” painted on it. “They are 
serving people, protecting property,” he 
said. 

Actually, the military is caught in the 
middle — between the need to stay on the 
side of whoever holds the power and the 
constant danger of ambushes by the NPA, 

“We called for the NPA to come down 
from the hills and surrender but nobody has 
surrendered,” said army Lieutenant Rodel 
Calusin, stationed with a detachment in an 
inland town named Isabela. “We were 
ambushed and lost eleven soldiers and two 
dependents a month ago. Then one week 
ago six PC soldiers were killed. Obviously 
Benedicto and Cojuangco have private 
armies,” he said. “But so far they are help¬ 
ing us. They are natives of this place.” 

Among the natives, though, the presence 
of the CHDF is hardly reassuring. Back 
down the road, I talked to a woman selling 
soft drinks at a roadside stand while a couple 
of local mechanics turned their talents to 
repairing the car — the victim of one 
pothole too many. 

“General Ramos wants to wipe out the 
CHDF because they’re the ones who make 
trouble,” she said. “They get drunk. They 
steal pigs and goats from the farmers. The 
farmers know they must obey because they 
have Armalites. If you refuse, they hit 
you.” 

The mayhem wrought by the private 
armies in the guise of the CHDF is clearly a 
major reason why Marcos became an un- 
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popular figure here and in much of the rest 
of the country in his final years of rule. 

“When people demonstrate against Mar¬ 
cos, Marcos’ agents take their pictures/’ 
said Tony Villalana, a worker from the 
nearby town. “Then the PC or CHDF sal¬ 
vage them if they recognize them. After 
Marcos was toppled by Cory Aquino, there 
was no more salvaging.” 

A couple of other men joined in the con¬ 
versation, their voices reflecting their relief 
over the end of the Marcos regime. “Mar¬ 
cos ordered the PC and CHDF to wipe out 
the people,” said one. “They killed far¬ 
mers. They scared people. They claimed 
they were NPA.” 

Worse was the corruption of the system 
the private armies were hired to support. 
Benedicto, controlling the sugar industry, 
issued only partial payments to planters and 
millers while sugar prices plummeted on 
world markets. 

‘ ‘The people here are starving. ’ * Another 
farmer added his thoughts. “The planters 
do not have enough money to give salaries 
to the workers.” Most farmers got about 50 
cents a day rather than the one dollar daily 
wage they were promised. 

With the dreaded Benedicto and Co- 
juangco both gone, the only supercrony left 
is Armando Gustillo, for whom Marcos 
carved out the entire province of Negros del 
Norte as a payoff for his loyalty and ser¬ 
vices. I went to Cadiz, a forlorn town at the 
northern tip of the Negros island, hoping to 
meet the “governor,” as he is known. The 
closest I got was his dutiful secretary, Mil¬ 
dred Terendo. Guards hastily slammed shut 
the gate to his estate after I entered. 

“The CHDF are all gone,” Ms. Terendo 
said. “His only bodyguards are his rela¬ 
tives, three nephews and two cousins. 
They’re trying to paint a terrorist image of 
the governor,” she went on. His estate bris¬ 
tled with watchtowers and radio antennae. 
Armed guards were visible through a hole in 
the gate on the drive leading to a mansion set 
in the middle of the grounds. 

Back in the town, though, nobody really 
believed Gustillo had done away with the 
CHDF troopers who had defended him dur¬ 
ing the Marcos years. The troops are widely 
believed to have retreated to barracks hid¬ 
den in the countryside. 

“They are still fully armed under Gustil¬ 
lo,” said Willie Descalsote, a political 
organizer for Aquino. “They will use this 
base to threaten people here in Cadiz. It is 
veiy dangerous here. We cannot sleep well 
at night.” 

No one here can forget the massacre of 20 
September 1985. At Gustillo’s behest, 
Anny, PC and CHDF troops in the nearby 
town of Escalante fired into a mob of dem¬ 
onstrators, leaving 20 dead and 28 wound¬ 
ed. Atrocities like this nurture already fer¬ 
tile recruiting ground for the communists. 

“I was protecting the Bay an,” a front 
often identified with the communists, said a 
student I encountered outside Cadiz. “I was 
wounded there and in a hospital for 40 
days.” He was wearing sunglasses and car- 
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rying a backpack. My driver suspected that 
he was off to volunteer for the NPA. 

Down a road paved with rocks was 
Hacienda Imelda, named for Marcos’ free- 
spending wife. Gustillo’s forces were re¬ 
ported to hang out there, ready to protect 
him when he called. 

Back in Bacolod, the fiery Catholic 
Bishop Antonio Fortich recalled distribut¬ 
ing blood to the victims of Escalante. 

“Cory has pledged justice to those who 
were massacred.” he said. “The people 
said the CHDF from Cadiz fired on them.” 
He was confident General Ramos was 
trying to shut down the private armies, but 
he acknowledged that the new government 
was finding it hard to dismantle them. 
Bishop Fortich estimated that more than 
1,000 CHDF troops still guarded the 
haciendas. 

According to Bishop Fortich, the con¬ 
frontation deepened with thousands of NPA 
sympathizers playing upon the misery of 
farmers and laborers slaving away for a 
pittance — if they were lucky enough to 
have a job. “There will be more and more 
robberies, killings and all that,” he pre¬ 
dicted. “And if Ramos cannot round up all 
the loose guns from the CHDF, how can you 
run after them? We are up for very serious 
trouble.” The demise of Marcos has de¬ 
prived the NPA of the slogan, ‘Fight the 
US.-Marcos dictatorship/ ” he observed, 
“so now they focus on ‘U.S. imperial- 
ism/ ” 

Safe in his fortress in Cadiz, Gustillo. no 
longer governor, maintains that he is ready 
to stand trial for Escalante — and challenges 
anyone to call him a “terrorist” or “war¬ 
lord.” 

“There are people who say I have been a 
terrorist,” he observed on a videotape 
shown me by an aide. “There are lawless 
elements and NPA who want to eradicate 
my image.” The problem, he insists, “is 
the same as in Vietnam: We follow the rules 
of the right to live in a democracy. The 
communists follow their own rules.” x 


BEIRUT 

Continued from page 59 

in the open, away from the dreary confines 
of the ruined HQ, an awesome scene un¬ 
folded. Behind us, to the north, towered the 
remains of the old Toshiba building, its 
huge neon sign peppered with bullet holes. 
Ahead was the twice life-size statue in the 
center of Martyr’s Square, rusted from neg¬ 
lect, its three figures riddled with bullet 
holes. 

Some brave — or crazed — Christian 
militiaman had risked life and limb by 
rushing across the open field to the statue, 
clambering to the top and placing an LF flag 
on the outstretched arm of one of the fig¬ 
ures. The deed must surely have been done 
under cover of darkness. No one could re¬ 
member. 
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In better days, the statue in Martyr’s 
Square was a proud reminder of the 
Lebanese struggle against the Ottoman 
Turks. Many people died fighting the Turks 
on 6 May 1916 and their sacrifice is com¬ 
memorated by the statue. Now it is just 
another target in Beirut’s shooting gallery. 

The militiamen moved into position. 
With the launcher resting comfortably on 
his shoulder, the RPGist motioned the 
accompanying riflemen to flank him on 
either side. On signal, the soldier on the left 
rose and fired two long bursts from his M16 
toward the sniper. The RPG round roared 
out of its tube and slammed into the sniper 
nest as the remaining two riflemen opened 
up. 

Exchanging smiles and words of congrat¬ 
ulations, the soldiers moved in a half¬ 
crouch back to the security of the CP. The 
back-slapping was premature. With a roar 
and a fountain of dirt and rocks, the front 
edge of the protective berm trembled under 
the fury of a returning RPG round. A few 
AK bullets slapped the rocks to remind us 
that it would take more than a quick fusil¬ 
lade to silence Amal. After a few tense 
moments pinned down behind the berm, the 
militiamen made it back to the command 
post. 

Beirut seems to be custom-made for seek¬ 
ing shelter from this kind of war. Many 
buildings are solidly made of reinforced 
concrete with little glass. Even a direct hit 
from heavy artillery fails to pulverize the 
target. An RPG does little more than spray 
dust and debris over the inhabitants inside. 
The odd round that passes through a win¬ 
dow is a rude exception. Most LF positions 
were sandbagged, with only a deep sniper 
slit opening on the Muslim side of the Green 
Line. But even given that precaution, wise 
men paused for only a moment in front of 
the tiny windows — a well-trained enemy 
sniper could put a bullet through a careless 
soldier if the light was right. 

Their excitement over, the militiamen 
settled back into a soldierly pastime known 
throughout history: waiting. Fighting 
occurs on the Green Line daily, but not in 
every sector. The soldier who had fired the 
RPG sat down on a concrete block, trying in 
vain to wipe the blackened powder spots 
from the backblast off his face. A grey 
smear was all he got for his efforts. The 
other soldiers climbed out of their combat 
harnesses and settled into small groups for a 
little friendly conversation. 

More RPG explosions drew me south 
along the line to see more. There was less 
cover. Gaps between buildings were filled 
with the ubiquitous dirt berms, sandbag 
trenches and sand-filled 55-gallon drums. 
My guide, two soldiers and I moved 
cautiously, darting quickly across the more 
open areas and taking it easy inside the 
ruined buildings. 

Amal was aware of our presence. They 
took pains to remind us of that. 

Creeping in a single, well-spaced file be¬ 
hind a wall of rusted metal oil drums, we 
had almost made it to the next command 


post. Then the metallic slap of bullets pat¬ 
tering along the far side of the drums scat¬ 
tered us. One or two bullets found their way 
through the tiny cracks between barrels, but 
no harm was done. 

Rounding another comer in the concrete 
jungle put us in the midst of a second squad 
of LF militiamen occupying Alpha Sector. 
This stronghold was in a spacious chamber, 
perhaps an old store house of some sort, 
with the same mix of AKs and the usual 
plethora of RPGs. Three flights of shattered 
stairs climbed into almost total darkness, 
emerging into a tiny closet lined with moldy 
sandbags and a lone Browning .50-cal. M2 
machine gun. Its black barrel pointed accu¬ 
singly at an abandoned mosque a few hun¬ 
dred meters into the Muslim sector. Stum¬ 
bling up a few more flights of rubble- 
choked stairs, I was stunned by the sudden 
burst of sunlight that flooded the top floor of 
the building. Small wonder — the ceiling 
had been pierced by artillery rounds. 

A lone sentry guarded the rooftop against 
snipers. He seemed glad to see a visitor. He 
jabbered at me in Arabic, then grabbed me 
for a dash across the roof, zig-zagging to¬ 
ward a low barricade. A short dive, a little 
slithering to wedge our bodies up next to the 
sandbags and we were in position. The sol¬ 
dier pointed his FAL through a jagged hole 
in the wall and unleashed a stream of 
7.62mm rounds into the window of a build¬ 
ing across the barren field. 

“Palestinians, ” he whispered with a 
smile. 

Then I noticed the building he was shoot¬ 
ing at was five or six stories taller than the 
rooftop we were on. At worst we were sit¬ 
ting ducks for a Palestinian sniper, at best 
we could be pinned down with well-placed 
fire. My short, quick dash back to the stair¬ 
well seemed to be in tortuously slow mo¬ 
tion. 

Sunset painted the ghostly urban ruins an 
eerie orange along the Green Line. Dark¬ 
ness descends quickly here, and with it 
comes the real fighting. Soldiers on both 
sides of the Green Line come home from 
their jobs, take up arms and move into posi¬ 
tions facing the enemy. Most of the Chris¬ 
tians in the Beirut front live near the sector 
they fight in and they serve without pay. 4 ‘It 
is enough that we fight for our right to live 
free, ’ ’ said a Christian militia machine gun¬ 
ner as he cleaned his FN MAG in anticipa¬ 
tion of the coming nighttime firelight. 

When the darkness obscured the wreck¬ 
age of the Green Line, the militiamen keyed 
up their senses and reflexes. Behind them 
east Beirut was lit up like the skyline of any 
city the world over, a macabre backdrop of 
normalcy behind the eternal battle on the 
Green Line. 

“We may be lucky tonight. The Palestin¬ 
ian soldiers in the Sabra and Shatila refugee 
camps have an ongoing battle with the 
Shi’ite militias that surround them. When 
that happens, they leave us alone; we sit 
back and watch the show.’’ A bearded sol¬ 
dier pointed to the fireworks that erupted 
from the ground a few thousand meters to 
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B - Armson O.E.G. One eye sees a red dot while the other eye views the target 
area. Your brain superimposes the dot on the target. Ideal for moving or 
multiple targets. 

22DOS - Daylight Only Sight w/mount for ,22's .. .$82.95 

22D/N - Day & Night Sight w/mount for .22's (self-luminous) ... 1 1 3.90 

C -7135 - 50 Round Compact magazine for 10/22 by Ram line .$27.95 

7133 - 30 Round Compact magazine.1 6.95 

D - 7130 - Rifle Light Mount by C.M.&T. (flashlight not included) . . .$15.95 

E - 71 41 - Mini-Mag Lite ....$12.95 
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for Ruger 10/22 


Rapid fire your 10/22! 
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' California Residents must include 6% sales tox or tax exemption certificate. We ship UPS C.O.D, - We accept Master Card and Visa (Add 3%) 


our front. Red tracers from heavy machine 
guns arced back and forth in a mad dance, 
the sound hitting us in a solid wall of con¬ 
tinuous explosions. 

Unity is not something the Arabs are 
known for. The various Muslim militias 
owe their allegiance to many masters. 
Syria, Libya and Iran are the major money 
men behind the Muslim mayhem unleashed 
on Lebanon. But try as they might, it seems 
impossible to completely control their fa¬ 
natic charges. Historical, religious and po¬ 
litical animosities have combined to keep 
them at each others throats as ofien as at the 
Christians! 

Because the Palestinians are relative 
newcomers to Lebanon's cauldron, they are 
often blamed — by both sides — for the 
country's problems. And they are a conven¬ 
ient scapegoat. The Palestinians regard 
Lebanon as a temporary haven on the march 
to reclaiming their homeland in Palestine 
and they have acquired an arrogance and 
contempt for the Lebanese, often acting like 
marauders simply passing through on a 
journey of conquest. Mao Tse Tung would 
not be amused by their un-guerrilla-like tac¬ 
tics. 

The hopes of the Christian militiamen for 
spending a peaceful evening as spectators of 
the war were shattered by an RPG round that 
arched lazily over an empty lot and 
slammed into a dead tree between two 
buildings. Flames crackled to life, bathing 
the soldiers in a flickering glow. Concrete 
walls became a shadow-puppet theater as 
silhouettes of soldiers and weapons danced 
across the surface. 

“It’s nothing.” The soldier’s face rein¬ 
forced his calm voice. “Amal sends us 
many messages to remind us that they are 
still thinking of us.” Not a single soldier 
even twitched at the explosion. I couldn’t 
help wondering if these men had perhaps 
become too lax. Most of them seemed se¬ 
cure in what they considered a firm under¬ 
standing of the predictability of this war. 

To my way of thinking, that attitude 
could be fatal. I continued to duck whenever 
a round landed close by. 

Other distractions broke up the night 
fighting. It was the week of the World Cup 
soccer championships. France was playing 
Brazil. Most of the soldiers were betting on 
the French, although there were some heat¬ 
ed discussions as to which was the better 
team. Following an electrical extension 
cord strung across the dirt, I wound my way 
into what passed for a lounge in an aban¬ 
doned five-story apartment building. A few 
militiamen sat in front of an old television 
cheering the French team on to victory 
while others ate dinner. Upstairs, the loud 
chatter of an FN MAG kept the war going. 
Beirut’s world of contrasts never failed to 
amaze me. 

“We hope the electricity doesn’t go 
out.” The soldier was referring to one of 
Lebanon’s quirks, an electrical and tele¬ 
phone system with a maddening reputation 
for unreliability. “If it goes out, the Mus¬ 
lims will blame us for ruining their soccer 
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game and will shell the Christian sector.” 
Fortunately, France went on to the semi¬ 
finals and east Beirut was spared a brutal 
artillery bombardment. 

A new day dawned the next morning, but 
the war remained the same. Lebanon con¬ 
tinues to fight for some murky identity by 
sacrificing that which it seems to hold in 
lowest esteem: human life. Heavy weapons 
crash and rumble daily throughout the coun¬ 
try. Never mind that much of it is fired 
blindly and that the weapons are overly 
heavy for the kind of urban fighting found in 
Beirut. The result is many unnecessary 
casualties — figures show that only about 
10 percent of those maimed and killed are 
combatants. Militias on both sides rarely 
see each other as they duel from a distance. 
But that’s the way events in the area have 
gone for centuries. The Arabs say Maktoub, 
which means “that which is written.” 
Westerners also have a word for it — fatal¬ 
ism. 

Perhaps the war on the Green Line is a 
microcosm of the region’s barely suppressed 
tendency toward total violence. And on the 
wildly pitching deck of the Middle East, Leba¬ 
non is surely its loose cannon. ^ 


DEZINFORMATSIA 

Continued from page 75 

ordered the Wermacht to go after the Parti¬ 
sans and Chetniks at once, hoping to wipe 
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them out prior to an Allied landing in 
Europe. Tito then sent a delegation to the 
local German command. Tito’s delegation 
made three offers: (1) a prisoner exchange, 
(2) a truce which would allow the Germans 
to focus exclusively in that area on the Chet¬ 
niks, and (3) an agreement for the Partisans 
to aid the Germans should Allied forces 
attempt a landing on the Adriatic coast. 

The local German command recom¬ 
mended the deal, but Hitler refused. Had he 
accepted, Tito was prepared to use supplies 
he had received from the Allies against 
Allied troops. But Hitler ordered a renewed 
offensive against the Partisans. Many 
Allied intelligence officers subsequently 
misinterpreted the action that ensued, think¬ 
ing that Tito’s Partisans had initiated an 
offensive against the Germans. In reality, 
Tito had ordered his forces to limit their 
actions as much as possible in 1943. This 
order stood until September 1944. In the 
meantime, most of Tofte’s arms shipments 
were stockpiled for later use against the 
non-communist Chetniks. 

The McDowell Report 

Despite the successful disinformation 
effort against him and his dramatic change 
of fortune, Mihailovic kept his allegiance to 
the West. Abandonment by the British 
made him bitter, though, and he looked 
more to the United States for help. British 
and American liaison missions were long 
gone from his headquarters. But in Allied 
intelligence — especially at OSS headquar¬ 
ters in Bari, Italy — some remained skepti¬ 
cal of Partisan claims. These people, in¬ 
cluding U.S. Army Lieutenent Colonel 
Robert McDowell, advocated U.S. neutral¬ 
ity in the Partisan/Chetnik conflict. 

McDowell, a specialist in Balkan affairs 
and former university professor, was re¬ 
sponsible for analyzing intelligence in that 
area. Because he spoke the language and 
had 25 years experience in the Balkans, 
McDowell noticed subtle discrepancies in 
Partisan intelligence reports. Among the 
discrepancies were the following: 

• Partisan claims of having the same unit 
engaged at the same time at locations hun¬ 
dreds of miles apart. 

• The same general areas being repeatedly 
“liberated” by the communists. 

• Returning intel officers who reported that 
the Partisans were receiving credit for Chet- 
nik military ops. 

Convinced that Partisan intelligence was 
worthless, McDowell lobbied to have an 
American intel team inserted into Chetnik 
territory. Brit spooks were adamantly 
opposed, arguing that it would upset Tito. 
But McDowell won out. He was assigned 
by OSS head ‘ ‘Wild Bill” Donovan to para¬ 
chute with three other Serbian-speaking 
OSS officers into Chetnik territory for an 
independent assessment of the situation. 

Soldier of Fortune has obtained one of 
only seven copies made of their report, 
which was classified Top Secret. It reveals 
U.S. government knowledge as early as 
November of 1944 of Partisan duplicity 
with the communists. No action was taken. 
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the report states, because the State Depart¬ 
ment and the British Foreign Office decided 
to abandon Mihailovich and his Chetniks in 
favor of his communist opponent, Tito. 

Seldom has an intelligence gathering 
mission been so well suited to its task. 
McDowell was particularly qualified to 
analyze events and place them in historic 
context. He also had the advantage of free¬ 
dom of movement because of his language 
fluency. Finally, as a result of extensive 
experience in writing for scholarly journals, 
he was able to organize his material in a 
cogent fashion rarely found in military 
documents. 

The McDowell team looked at charges of 
alleged collaboration between the Chetniks 
and the Germans. McDowell states in the 
report that prior to his mission he “was 
inclined to believe that a degree of col¬ 
laboration (existed) between the Germans 
and certain Serb nationalists leaders, and 
that General Mihailovic tacitly accepted this 
situation.” 

However, “no evidence whatsoever was 
obtained which supported” that allegation, 
McDowell wrote. “There was ample evi¬ 
dence that the General, the field command¬ 
ers, and the Nationalist political leaders 
were filled with a burning hatred for the 
Germans much beyond that held by British 
and Americans.” 

McDowell’s findings also indicated that 
Tito’s communist Partisans had received 
much undue credit for fighting Germans. 
“In all communities visited, the mission 
found a widespread belief among National¬ 
ists that Partisan troops rarely if ever 
seriously attacked German troops or in¬ 
stallations.... It was insisted that from 
1941 on, the principal military objective of 
the Partisans has been to attack and destroy 
nationalist resistance among Serbs, Croats, 
and Slovenes.” 

In addition to the indirect assistance Par¬ 
tisan attacks on the Chetniks may have 
given the Germans, McDowell also 
documented examples of direct aid as well. 
McDowell’s report states that Tito’s com¬ 
munists worked with the Germans in the 
early days of occupation, even encouraging 
citizens and soldiers not to resist. Only after 
Hitler attacked Russia did the communists 
head for the hills to fight the Nazis, 
McDowell said, adding that in many in¬ 
stances Nationalists were turned in to Nazis 
by Partisans before and after the invasion of 
Russia. 

Probably most important, however, was 
McDowell’s confirmation that the Partisans 
were systematically falsifying news reports 
of their activities. He cited several examples 
in which the BBC and the Voice of America 
credited the communist Partisans with op¬ 
erations which never took place or which 
had been conducted by the Chetniks. 

McDowell concluded that “a deliberate 
policy of falsification of news and docu¬ 
ments” had been undertaken by Tito’s 
forces, and that “the Allies have shown 
themselves naive in accepting Partisan 
claims.” 
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ADJUSTA BLE HAT _ 

FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 
WRITE: U.M.O. 

6221 6th AVE 
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11 


UNIVERSAL MILITARY OUTFITTERS 

BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER 

SUPER SAVINGS 

★ FREE SHIPPING ANYWHERE IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. * 

★ FREE SHOULDER BAG WITH EVERY ORDER OVER $75.00 * 

$ 45.00 G.l. M-65 FIELD JACKET $ 52.00 

:l od,camo,black xs-xl 

45.00 G.l. LINER FOR M-65 15.75 

XS-XL 

05.00 G.l. N3B FLIGHT PARKA 120.00 

SUB-ZERO XS-XL 

SLEEVES) 36.00 G.l. BLACK COMMANDO SWEATER 40.00 

1 STATE CHEST SIZE 

22.00 G.l, SLEEPING BAG 85.00 

2/10.00 G.l. JUNGLE HAT— OD & CAMO 10.00 

6 7 /'e - 7% 

25.00 G.l, OD RIPSTOP SHIRT 25.00 

XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 

25.00 G.l. OD RIPSTOP PANTS 25.00 

XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 


OD RIPSTOP SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

CAMO TUBE SOX 
1 SIZE FITS ALL 

D3A GLOVE w/insert 
S-M-L 

G.L PLASTIC CANTEEN w/cover 
CANTEEN - OD or BLACK 
COVER — OD,BLACK or CAMO 

VISA & MC ACCEPTED 

min. order $10 00 


FOR ORDERS - CALL: 1-800-521-2124 
IN N.Y. 718 439-6161 


McDowell’s report, which ran some 37 
single-spaced typewritten pages, caused an 
immediate uproar when it reached Donovan 
at OSS headquarters. Partisan supporters 
within OSS tried to discredit McDowell, 
claiming that his mission was a plot in¬ 
tended to destroy the “democratic resis¬ 
tance” forces under Tito and restore the 
monarchy after the war. 

Unfortunately the potential impact of the 
report was overshadowed by Churchill’s de¬ 
cision that Tito was the legitimate democra¬ 
tic resistance leader. Already committed to 
Tito, Churchill was unwilling to reverse 
himself. Nurtured by seeds of mistrust and 
disinformation planted by communist 
agents and sympathizers like Burgess, 
Klugman, Cranston and Adamic, this in¬ 
flexibility helped deliver another country 
into the clutches of communism. * 

BULLETIN BOARD 

Continued from page 6 

units such as, among others, the 
Army’s Special Forces, the Navy’s 
SEALs, the Delta Force and other 
JSOC assets. It would report directly 
to the National Security Council. 

Despite renewed interest in recent 
decades in unconventional, 
low-intensity warfare, special ops 
units still get relatively short shrift 
from Pentagon planners, who are 
preoccupied with nuclear deterrence 
and large conventional wars like 
those fought 50 years ago. And 
surprise of surprises, the Pentagon 
opposes this move to take special 
operations units away from their 
respective service branches and put 
them under a separate independent 
command with civilian leadership. As 
a compromise, the White House 
may support a Senate proposal to 
place all special operations forces 
under a unified command within the 
Pentagon. 

Don’t hold your breath for any 
decisive action, however. * 

FLAK 

Continued from page 8 

After eight years of readership, I’d 
like to say that the August ’86 Libya 
special has to be one of your best 
The articles on Libya and its 
deranged leader are superb. I always 
read SOF from cover-to-cover, but 
the information in the August issue 
required second and, in some cases, 
third readings. Please keep it up, for 
without SOF we would be at the 
mercy of the pablum media. 

Joe R. Peters II 
Grants Pass, Oregon 
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MEN, WOMEN, BOYS, GIRLS 
CURRENT GENUINE MILITARY GOV'T 
ISSUE M-65 FIELD COAT 

Woodland Camouflage and Olive Green 


HOOD DRAWCORD 
EPAULETS 






FULL CUT FOR 
MANEUVERABILITY 


HEAVY-DUTY 
BRASS ZIPPERS 


SNAP CLOSURES 


SLEEVE ADJUSTOR 


The latest U.S. Army Field Jacket made of 50° o nylon 
and 50° o cotton with water repellency. Features a zip-in 
hood, heavy duty front zipper and snaps. Drawcord on 
the hood, waist and bottom of jacket. Four |4) large out¬ 
side pockets with snaps. Great tor skiing, bicycling, 
hunting, hiking, work or leisure. 

Men-Women Only Boys-Girls Only 
$39.50 $35.95 

SIZES: Men-Women—X-Sml. Sml. Med. Lge. X-Lae 
COLORS: Men-Women—Woodland Camouflage. Olive 
Green. Swat Black. Jungle Tiger Stripe 
SIZES: Boys-Girls—Sml |4-6|. Med (B IO). Lge (12-14). 
X-Lge 116-18] 

COLORS: Boys-Girls—Woodland Camouflage 
M-65 Button In Lining S15.50 plus $3.00 shipping & handling 
Send for Pro-Forma Invoice on Foreign Orders 
Mastercard and Visa accepted. Add 6%. 

Slate size and color and mail $39.50 or S35.95 plus 
$4.00 per jacket lor shipping and handling to: 

ALPINE MILITARY SALES 

P.O. Box 18380 • Knoxville, TN 37928-2380 
TELEPHONE NO: 615-922-7667 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 


ON VIDEOCASSETTE 

THE BATTLE OF 


Xfrarkou 



M ilitary-history enthusiasts can now see a 
spectacular cinematic record by German 
front-line cameramen of one of World War 
ll’s most devastating confrontations. In May 1942 
an onslaught of three Soviet armies collided with a 
German force preparing its own eastward offensive 
at Kharkov, Russia, and the ensuing battle cost 
the Red Army nearly a quarter-million men in just 
two weeks. German cameramen positioned to film 
their own army’s planned advance captured every 
detail of the massed attacks of Soviet armor and 
infantry in a breath-taking film which includes some 
of the most graphic scenes of Luftwaffe air attacks 
ever made. Adolf Hitler is also seen arriving at the 
Kharkov sector after the battle and then visiting 
Finland. The Battle of Kharkov: 1942, transferred 
to videocassette from original 35-miilimeter nega¬ 
tives for superb audio and visual quality, is 27 
minutes in length and subtitled in English. To take 
advantage of this exclusive offer of classic military 
history on videocassette, place your order today. 
Only $29.00 plus $2.00 for shipping and handling. 
Specify whether you want Beta or VHS. (Foreign 
orders specify if you want PAL standard). Latest 
illustrated catalog sent free with order. Visa 
or MasterCard accepted. Include card number, 
expiration date, and signature. Phone orders 
call: 312-436-8051. Make checks payable to: 
INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS INC., 
Box 290 35 s Chicago, Illinois 60629 


Once again you have out-done 
yourselves with the Libya special. 
Being active-duty Navy and just 
having spent 2 V 2 years on a carrier, 
you covered all bases in the bonus 
coverage of Libya. 

Another well-done article was 
“French Naval Commandos.” 

During my tours in the Med I drank 
with some of the combat swimmers 
while on liberty in Toulon, France. It 
has been almost a year since my last 
major deployment and your article 
brought back some memorable 
times. 

Name and address withheld 

The editors thought our readers 
would get a kick out of this next 
one. 

I took offense at your rotten racist 
attitude toward Col. Khadaffi in the 
August issue. Col. Khadaffi is a 
beautiful human being who stands 
for everything good in mankind and 
for freedom of oppressed people 
everywhere. I’m proud to say that 
he and the good, brave Libyan 
people are my friends. 

You rotten Americans have 
nothing to brag about. Any fool 
knows that a superpower such as 
the U.S. could devastate any small 
country such as Libya. Why don’t 
you start something with Russia and 
see how far you get? Because the 
very thought of fighting another 
superpower scares the Americans so 
badly they urinate on themselves.’ 

All you men should wish you 
were half the man Col. Khadaffi is. 
American men are a bunch of 
cowards, wimps, and beer drinking 
rednecks. They show their bravery 
by molesting children and beating 
women. A lot of American men 
can’t even get their wives pregnant. 
How’s that for the macho American 
male. 

The only reason I bought this 
magazine was because you had 
some good photos of Col. Khadaffi 
in it. 

Ms. Frances Geczi 

Falatka, Florida 


T he buckmaster 

CONTROVERSY... 

Sirs: 

An organization had drop-shipped 
me a BuckMaster for evaluation just 
before intended issuance to their 
personnel. Impressive at first glance, 
close examination proved otherwise. 
The guard quillion anchors had me 
laughing. How ridiculous. The 
second major drawback was the 


^NE\Yviilitary Books Dq 
F rom Presidio Press 

GREEN BERETS AT WAR 
by Shelby Stanton. $18.95 (hard cover) 
Complete combat history of the Special 
Forces in S.E. Asia. 

USN: Naval Operations 
by Michael Skinner. $12.95 (soft cover) 
Heavily illustrated introduction to men, 
machines, and missions of today’s U.S. 
Navy. 

DRAGONS AT WAR 

by Daniel Bolger. $18.95 (hard cover) 

U.S. mech. infantry battalion battles the 
OPFOR at the National Training Center 
(NTC). 

PACIFIC STARS AND STRIPES 
Edited by Hal Drake. $14.95 (soft cover) 

Selected stories and photos from Pac. S&S’s 
first 40 years. 1945-1985. 

SPACE SHUTTLE 
by George Torres. $12.95 (soft cover) 
Heavily illustrated history of development 
and use of the space shuttle. 

A PIECE OF MY HEART 
by Keith Walker. $18.95 (hard cover) 

The stories of 26 American Women who 
served in Vietnam. 

OBA, THE LAST SAMURAI 
by Don Jones. $16.95 (hard cover) 

The Japanese Army captain and his force that 
wouldn’t give up. 

“HOWLIN’ MAD” vs THE ARMY 
by Harry Gailey. $17.95 (hard cover) 

The full story of the conflict of command on 
Saipan between the Marines and Army. 

THE LOS BANOS RAID 
by Lt. Gen. E.M. Flanagan, Jr. 

$17.95 (hard cover) 

The 11th Airborne Division and their last 
“combat blast.’’ 

ORDER TODAY: from Presidio Press 
Box 1764 SI, Novato, CA 94947 \\ 

(415) 883-1373 ndkrfLs 

Name_ 

Address___ 

City/St/Zip ______ 

Signature _____ 

_check/MO Visa MC A.EX. 

Card #_ 

Expiration Date_ 

Qty. Title Price 



t si mo 1 ptif v. 


Total for Books $ 

Calif, res. sales TX _ 

Shipping/Handling 2.25 


TOTAL PAYMENT 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED: Return your 

purchase within 15 days of receipt for a full refund. 
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WEAR A 

DIFFERENT 

HELMET 

BECOME A PRO DIVER 


• Underwater 
Cutting and 
Welding 

•Salvage 

• Offshore Oil 

MS 

Accredited School 
National Association of 
fade and Technical Schools 



An eligible Institution tzx iiudeni Iofihn ft grertH-. 
(Located In the Fort or PtoHadelphlnl 

Call for Complete Course Catalog 


DIVERS ACADEMY 

OF THE EASTERN SEABOARD, INC. 

2500 So. Broadway • Camden, N.J. 08104 
Call 1-800-238-DIVE N.J. (609) 966-1871 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY --ST -- ZIP__ 
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Limited Edition 
GERBER MARK II 

SURVIVAL 

KNIFE 

20 Years of 

Uncompromising Excellence 

This very special limited edition 
commemorates the 20th anniversary 
of one of the world’s most famous 
and most copied survival knives-the 
Gerber Mark II. This superb limited 
edition is a replica of the original 
Mark II designed for American 
Forces in Vietnam, and has all of the 
unique features of the rare first pro¬ 
duction issue {there were only 2,747 
Mark IPs with angled blades pro¬ 
duced) advertised in the December 8, 
1966 Saigon Post. 

The distinctive wasp-waist blade is 
ground from L-6 high speed tool 
steel and is angled 5 degrees at the 
handle so that the knife will hug the 
body when carried. 

Manufactured by Gerber Legendary 
Blades in their factory In Portland, 
Oregon, each of these 5,000 com¬ 
memorative knives is individually 
serialized and accompanied by a 
Certificate of Authenticity. Optional 
hardwood display case is available. 
Each knife comes complete with a 
cowhide saddle leather scabbard. 



Available at your Local Authorized 
Gerber Dealer — Fall, 1986. 

GERBER LEGENDARY BLADES 

14200 S.W. 72nd Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97223 




THE ULTIMATE 

Sling-Shot 

SURVIVOR KNIFE 


Similar Knife 
Selling For *99.95 


Incredible survival 
Knife Kit contains 
everything you 
need to survive. 


Our Price Only 

*29.95 


Special 
2 For *55 


29 FEATURES IN ALL 


All This For 

Ordar No. V 


Plus *2.00 


* Pottage A Handling 
Graon) Order No. V 70S (Black) 


1. 10%" overall length blade. 2. 57*'* length chromium vanodium 
molybdenum stainless steel, with saw teeth. 3. Anodised handle. 4. 
With hollow. S. For the survival kit. black cap with compass. 6. And 
subjection bond. 7. The handle kit is inside a capsule printed with 
MORSE CODE. 0. Woter-proof and wind-proof phosphorus matches 
together a striker. 9. Adhesive dressings On the second one there 
ors lame odhesive applications. 10. A smoll scopel. II. A lighter 
flint. 12. A pencil. 13. Needle nylon line. 14. Safety pins. 15. Fishing 
accessories with fish hooks, fishing line and sinkers. 16. The rigid 


sheath. 17. Polyamide mode with belt hanger. 18. Have the 
following particulars: Pliable fork for slingshot. 19. Clipper wire- 
cutter and screwdriver on the leg. 20. Sharpening stone. 2). Inside 
the Sheath, one stainless steel small box with a signal mirror. 22. 
latex tubes. 23. To compose the slingshot ond a fishing harpoon. 24. 
With subjection band canopener. 25. Screwdriver. 26. Caplifter. 27. 
And shockle wrench. 28. Whistle. 29. Wlresaw: Two bars for the 
saw fit on the outside of the handle. Order by mail from; 


FREE 

36-Page 

Catalog 

WlthOrdsr 


Midwest Sport Distributors, Inc. 

VISA, M.C., AM. EXP. & C.O.D. 

TOLL FREEo”. h °on*iy 1-800-248-5128 or 1-800-227-1617(e».mi) 


Lucky Street 
Box 129F 
Fayette, Mo. 
65246 


absolutely poor balance of the 
overly-thick blade. The crowning 
touch was the round handle which is 
far too unstable and impractical in 
the hand’s grasp. 

Bagwell did a masterful job in 
reviewing this poor piece of 
sensationalism from Buck. 
Congratulations for his excellent 
article and to you for printing it. 

Karl Bosselmann 
Sedona, Arizona 


B oning up 
on PT... 

Sirs: 

I am an active-duty Marine who is 
getting short. When I complete this 
tour, I intend to join the Army and 
go Ranger and eventually, SF. I am 
having a problem getting solid 
information on the 
physical/academic programs for 
those respective schools, especially 
in the area of PT. Army recruiters 
haven’t been much help. If possible, 
could you all steer me to a good 
source? 

James E. Johnson 
Santa Ana, California 

As far as PT goes , don't worry about 
any specific program — simply get 
yourself into good shape. Go into 
Ranger training realizing that winning 
the battle is mostly in your head. 
Lack of sleep and food are the 
toughest obstacles to overcome and 
both of those are simply a matter of 
willpower. But if you must talk to 
someone about specifics, drop a line 
to Ft Lewis, Washington or Ft. 
Benning, Georgia. Tm sure the 
Ranger instructors there will be able 
to help you. 



NIFE 

FORUM... 


Sirs: 


Bill Bagwell’s column is the best 
of its kind. Having owned two of 
Bill’s bowie knives for several years I 
can tell you they do perfdrm as 
advertised. 

SSG James Knickerbocker 
Edwards AFB, California 


The criticism of Bagwell is, in part, 
that he pushes Damascus steel 
knives which are unavailable to the 
majority of us due to cost. The 
February ’85 issue of Scientific 
American contains an article on 
Damascus steel which explains that it 
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can be made by modem 
steel-making plants. When will 
mass-produced Damascus steel 
knives be available? 

Name and address withheld 

The type of Damascus steel that is 
currently being made by modem 
steel-making plants, Wootz steel, 
serves an industrial application such 
as in the making of automotive 
gearsi This process produces a 
different kind of steel and its narrow 
focus does not lend itself to mass 
production of Damascus steel 
blades. If 11 be a while before the 
technology permits us 
mass-produced Damascus steel 
knives of the quality of the 
handmade ones. 

Bill Bagwell has misrepresented 
the facts about the Japanese sword. 
(See April ’86, Battle Blades.) As a 
collector and merchant of Japanese 
swords I know how easy it is to fall 
into the trap of mysticism. But the 
Japanese sword is only as magical as 
the practitioner who imparts his skill 
to the blade. Considering that 
making and using a Japanese sword 
was the swordsmith’s and warrior’s 
life it is not surprising they were so 
well made. 

There are numerous conflicts in 
Bagwell’s article. Japanese tanto’s 
are from 6 to 12 inches long by 
Japanese definition, not 11 to 16 
inches as he claims. And seppuku 
rituals were carried out with the 
wakizashi, the medium sword, not 
the tanto. Aikuchi were carried by 
women and old men as they 
desired. Rank was not considered a 
prerequisite to possessing a blade of 
this type. Rank was who you were, 
not what you carried. 

Totally misleading is the statement 
that kwaiken were made with double 
edges. There are no known existing 
examples of a double-sided kwaiken. 

Older men died with their swords 
at their sides. They didn’t revert to 
the effeminate kwaiken or aikuchi 
unless they wanted to. They had 
wakizashi or tanto with them as a 
standard accessory weapon. 

Better that Bagwell stick to making 
and selling knives than quoting 
Japanese weapons history 
inaccurately. 

Steven Winkley 
West Jordan, Utah 

If there is a knife that is 
appropriate for both survival and 
combat, it is the machete. In most 
jungles it is used to chop trees and 
brush. And given its sharpness it can 
easily remove a hand of an attacker. 
The only thing it may not open is a 
can of beans. Compared to some of 


^SOF 


Phone (303) 449-3750 


SELOUS 

SCOUTS 


Top Secret War by Lt. Col. Ron Reid Daly. 
This book describes the role of this famous 
unit in Rhodesia’s war against terrorism. 
432 pages with over 40 pages of color and 
b&w photos and drawings. Hardcover. Item 
#8001 $25.00 plus $1.75 p&h. 

Send orders to: SOF EXCHANGE 
P.O. Box 687 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 

Phone orders for VISA or MASTERCARD only (303) 449-3750 



Selous Scouts 


LtCol Ron Reid Daly 

as told to Pgjg r Stiff 



DEALERS WANTED 

RUN YOUR OWN GAMES 
MAKE $1,000.00 A DAY PROFIT 

WE MANUFACTURE WATER 
SOLUABLE PELLETS 
.68 CAL. .62 CAL. .50 CAL. 

WE GUARANTEE THE LOWEST 
BULK PRICES 



3357 SPOT MARKER 
SIX SHOT REPEATER 

$ 79.00 


WE GUARANTEE 48 HOUR 
DELIVERY TO MOST STATES IN USA 


WAR GAMES AIR GUN SUPPLY 

3876 MIDHURST LANE MISSISSAUGA, ONTARIO L42 
(416) 848-4844 


1C7 



SOF WORLD 
TOURJACKET 


For the past ten years you’ve traveled with us all over the 
globe featuring: 


Afghanistan 
Angola 
Burma 
Cambodia 
Costa Rica 


Cuba 

El Salvador 
Grenada 
Guatemala 
Honduras 


Israel 

Korea 

Laos 

Lebanon 

Nicaragua 


Pakistan 
S. Africa 
Thailand 
Vietnam 
Zimbabwe 


Black Nylon Satin Jacket with Flannel Lining. 


$49.95 plus $1.75 postage and handling 
Send Check or Money Order to: 

SOF Exchange, Dept. 11/86 
P.O. Box 687 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 
For VISA and MasterCard Orders: 

(303) 449-3750 
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opppi A" 

INTRODUCTORY 

OFFER 


1 YEAR (12 ISSUES OF MX) 
FOR ONLY $14.00 



Subscribe to MX, THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, pay only $14.00 for a 1-year subscription, 
and receive a 34-word classified ad — a $5.00 value — free with your paid subscription. 


A subscription to MX guarantees you 12 months of bargain-filled columns and ads for the 
sale, purchase and trading of all military collectibles. 

And, by sending in your subscription today you’ll receive this BONUS offer of a 34-word 
classified ad — a $5.00 value. Your ad will appear in 8 point, regular type face. Be sure to 
count your name and address in the ad and remember, abbreviations count as words. 


All you need to do to take advantage of this special offer is to fill out the coupon below. Check 
the classified category in which you want your ad to appear and mail to MX today. 

Please note: The classified ad deadline is the last business date prior to the 15th of the 
month preceding the issue cover date. MX reserves the right to omit any ads that, in its 
opinion, are objectionable. MX assumes no responsibility for its advertisers or their repre¬ 
sentations. MX is not responsible for minor typographical errors. 

This offer is valid only at the time of subscription ordering. No rainchecks are available and 
this offer cannot be applied to subscription price. Please allow 6-8 weeks for your order to 
be processed. 


The MILITARY EXCHANGE HERE’S MY BONUS 34-WORD CLASSIFIED AD: 

□ Yes, I want to take advantage of this special offer — 

1 YEAR for only $14.00 

□ Payment enclosed (must accompany order) 

□ VISA □ MasterCard 

Card #-Exp. Date 

Signature-- 

Name_ 

Address- 

City_State_Zip Code 

Clip and mail coupon to: MX 

P.O. Box 349 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 


My category choice: 

Aviation Firearms Misc. Relics 

Books Knives Radios Uniforms 

Civil War Vehicles 

Offer expires 1/31/87. Please allow 6-8 weeks for order to be 
processed. Offer good in U.S. only. 
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the things I have seen carried into 
the woods a machete is life. It may 
not be the best knife for all jobs, but 
it’s a jump ahead of many 
Rambo-type knives. For my money, 
18 inches of machete beats 6 to 10 
inches of carbon steel. 

L. Shepard 
Jacksonville, Florida 

Discover how Bill Bagwell tackles 
the topic of machetes in this month's 
Battle Blades column on page 22. ^ 


COMMAND 

GUIDANCE 

Continued from page 2 

in President Reagan’s policy with 
regard to Nicaragua and South Afri¬ 
ca, but the real double standard 
lies with them. On the one hand, 
they say the United States is out of 
line when it imposes sanctions 
against the despotic regime in 
Managua. On the other hand, we 
have a “moral obligation” to over¬ 
turn the system of apartheid. 

This is why this platform has be¬ 
come such a difficult crusade to 
counter. No one in his right mind 
will tell the emperor that he has no 
clothes; that would be political 
suicide. And all the while, the Left 
fill their sails with moral wind by 
picking on the Reagan Administra¬ 
tion for what they perceive as in¬ 
consistencies in foreign policy. 

Those out there in human rights 
never-never-land need to come 
back to the real world. Human 
rights is not an important issue in 
much of the Third World and 
changing the system in South Afri¬ 
ca will not make a dent in the 
problem. 

And it serves to show what our 
elite in the media and academia 
think about foreign policy. On the 
one hand they allow totalitarian 
regimes like the Soviet Union to 
make alliances based only on 
strategic necessity, while the 
United States is permitted to ally 
itself only with those countries that 
are democratic, have outstanding 
human rights records and are 
racially integrated. 

With those ground rules, we have 
a pretty slim list of potential 
friends to choose from. ^ 

SOF 

CLASSIFIEDS 
GET RESPONSE! 


A $11.95 

SECRETS OF MODERN 
KNIFE FIGHTING 

^ by David Steele 

BV2"x 11" 149 pages, 180 photos. Knife Fighting history, 
techniques, and strategy to insure the personal survival of 
Law Enforcement, Military, and Civilian who must: “GO IN 
HARMS WAY.” 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 

State of the art investigative/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. "Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;" NBC News states . $33.00 


& 


$22.95 

THE 

ANARCHIST 

HANDBOOK 

by Robert Wells 


The original, once restricted, now available. 


m $11.95 

MERCENARY’S 
MANUAL 

iCi&d v °- 11 

written by Terry Edwards 
edited by Robert K. Brown 

This technical book is the condensation of manuals, books, 
interviews, ARTICLES, and personal experience dealing with 
every aspect ol the profession and is intended to broaden the 
knowledge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and meres. 
Paperback, 324 pgs., 300 photos & drawings. 


11106 MAGNOLIA BLVO., N. HOLLYWOOD, CA 91601 • ATTN. MARY 
(018) 763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS 

Prices subject to change • Caiaiog $2 00 • Orders paid with money order 
or credit card sent immediately personal check orders held 4 weeks 


RIAIAI DISCOVER AUSTRALIAN 
IMUfl TEA TREE OIL 

GET RELIEF! 

SUFFER NO MORE! 

A NEW Antiseptic and Fungicide! Proven in lab tests 
to be several times more effective than aloe vera. Tea 
Tree Oil fights fungus and other skin problems. Effective 
against athlete's foot and jungle rot. Tea Tree Oil also 
prevents infection in cuts, wounds, insect bites, and 
helps with minor burns and scalds. 

AUSTRALIAN TEA TREE OIL is naturally grown and 
distilled from the leaves of a Melaleuca tree. It soothes, 
softens and refreshes problem areas penetrating the 
upper skin layers killing harmful bacteria. 

Used by Australians for years, this 100% pure 
natural "Tea Tree Oil” now comes in a 2-ounce bottle 
of natural skin cream for $7.95 (Washington state 
residents add 7.8% sales tax). ORDER NOW and also 
receive FREE a $1.00 sample of pure “Tea Tree Oil." 

# FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

KNOCKOUT 
JUNGLE ROT 

Send check or money 

TEA TREE OIL. INC- ,,Bta 

P.0. Box 18508, Dept. SF-N 

Spokane, WA 99208 

Charge my: □ VISA □ MasterCard 

Card # _ 

Exp. Date_ 

Signature_ 

Ship to: (print clearly). Sorry, no c.o.d. 

Name_ 

Address_ 
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^ REALISTIC 

.ACTION 

mm model 


• ROTATING 
CLIP FOR 
* SUNG V 


JUST 


PIVOTING 
METAL STOCK 
ACTUALLY 
FOLDS. 


i SEMI- 
j AUTOMATIC 

j PELLET , 
I FIRING A 

• TARGET M 
■PISTOL 1 


» FREE: 

S' TARGETS AND SO 
REUSEABLE PELLETS 


• YES, please rush me the Ingram M-11 pellet-firing target weapon. 

• Also Include my FREE targets and 50 reuseable pellets. I’m enclosing 
$4.95 plus 95C for postage and handling. If I’m not completely satisfied 
# you’ll refund my money right away. 


Address 


■ The first choice of Special Forces, S.W.A.T. Teams 
U and Police, the Ingram M-11 is used by the best! 

1 With this realistic action model you can fire the pel- 

■ lets as fast as you can pull the trigger. Comes with 
j free targets and 50 reuseable pellets. Just $4.95 

" plus 95C postage and handling. Complete satisfac- 
. tion or your money back. 


City/Stata/Zlp 


County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 

NOT SOLO IN NEW YORK CITY NO PERMIT REQUIRED 
MICHIGAN STATE RESIDENTS ADD SALES TAX. 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 



^ JEFF COOPER'S 

AMERICAN 
PISTOL INSTITUTE 


THE FIRST WITH THE MOST 

Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun — All Levels 


“CRISIS MANAGEMENT IN 
CLOSE-RANGE INTERPERSONAL 
CONFRONTATIONS” 


As the originators and developers of modern 
smallarms technique, we constitute the fountain’ 
head of the doctrine of personal weaponcraft. 

Twenty-four firing ranges, arm’s length to 1000 
meters — three indoor simulators — twenty-four 
expert instructors — seven qualified range 
masters — a complete gunsmithy on the ranch. 

Our perfected training methods combine the 
discipline essential to safety with cordial, 
personal contact in an atmosphere of helpful 
comradeship. Our aim is to expand the individual 
self-confidence of each client to the point where 
he can enjoy a degree of peace of mind rarely 
known in today’s hazardous environment. 

Student-teacher ratio Is never more than four-to- 
one in range work, and over half our tactical 
instruction is conducted with one coach for each 
pupil. 

A SUCCESSFUL QUNSITE GRADUATE 
IS SECURE AND IN CONTROL OF 
HIS ENVIRONMENT. 

Write Dept. B2 for information. 

Send $2.00 for API brochure. 
MASTERCARD/VISA ACCEPTED 


AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 

Paulden, Arizona 86334 





SURVIVING MAJOR CHEMICAL ACCI¬ 
DENTS AND CHEMICAL/BIOLOGICAL 
WARFARE, by Duncan Long. This new book 
gives you an overview of chemical/bio¬ 
logical warfare, First aid for chemical 
exposure and biological warfare, Defense 
from and decontamination of biological 
weapons, Equipment, Shelters, and much, 
much more! A must for anyone interested in 
survival! 572 x 8 Vi, 170 pp, Illustrated, soft 
cover. $9.95. 

SURVIVAL BARTERING, by Duncan Long. 

People barter for different reasons — to 
avoid taxes, to obtain a better lifestyle — or 
just for fun! This book takes a look at the time 
coming where barter is no longer an 
interesting hobby, but a survival tool — a 
necessity! Learning how to barter now could 
be the best insurance you’ve ever had! 5Va x 
87a, 56 pp, soft cover. $6.95. 
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LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED / PO Box 1197 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 

Please send me the following title(s): 


Name_ 

Address- 

City/State/Zip__ 

Please enclose $2 for shipping and handling. 
Thank you for your order! 



ACCURATE 

100% MADE IN U.S.A, 

RELIABLE Sugg Retail 


Sugg. Retail 

$19095 


SEMI-AUTO .22 LR.'PISTOL 


NEW! 


Call or write for FREE brochure 
FFL Dealer Inquiries Invited 

FEATHER ENTERPRISES 
2300 CENTRAL AVE #K 
Dept. SOF 

BOULDER, CO 80301 
303-442-7021 


THE UNDERCOVER KNIFE 



Double-sided 440, surgical steel 
blade, with serrations and non-slip 
handle. Designed for concealment 
and quick kill. 


FREE 


Black nylon sheath 
with quick, silent 
velcro release. Comes 
with a harness, can be 
worn around the leg, or as 
a shoulder holster. Sheath fits on 
belt so can be worn at the small 




Order this $49.95 value today, for only $22.95 
plus $2.05 postage and handling. 


L. Baker and Sons 

6304 Benjamin Road 
Tampa, Fla. 33615 

Mastercard and Visa include full acct. # and 
expiration date. No C.O.D.’s please. 

Our guarantee, if you are not completely 
satisfied, simply return the merchandise, 
unused and we will send a full refund. 



TIMBERSHEPHERD™ 


“THE ULTIMATE K*9” 

• HOME & FAMILY PROTECTION 

• POLICE PATROL 

• SCOUTING & TRACKING 

• EXPLOSIVE DETECTION 

AH trainers Dept, of Defense Certified . 
Pups & professional training available. 

FULL HEALTH, TEMPERAMENT, & 
HIP GUARANTEES 

SHIPPING AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE 
“Bred solely by"... 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 

Box 1620 M-11 B, Aiken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 (24 • hour) 
- SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE - 


TIMBER WOLF/ GERMAN SHEPHERD HYBRID 

As seen in S.W. A.T. Magazine, November 1983 
and Survival Guide Magazine, August, 1984 


THE HOUND DOG 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout ihe world today, corporations, professional 
men. and businessmen are spending million annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated. 
The "HOUND DOG" is a wise investment for anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office. No 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den, can escape detection by the "HOUND DOG" 

The "H0UNP DOG" is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed for the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters. 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter of minutes. The "HOUND DOG" sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc., 
regardless of their operating frequency. 

The "HOUND 00G" is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc. the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise in the meter reading. The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter. 

We believe you will fina the "HOUND DOG" out performs 
most other units selling foi several times the price. This item 
has been built since 1962. Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us. 


Meter 


Calibrate 



^ LI ^ 




16 inches 


SIZE, 1.6x 2.4 x8.2 INCHES $195.00 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 



Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful than other transmitters. 
Transmits up to V* mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Kit - up to 9V battery (not Incl.) 


$19.95 


Call 305-725-1000 or send $195.00 + $5.00 shipping 
for Hound Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for 
FM Transmitter to USI Corp. PO Box SF-2052, 
Melbourne, FL 32902 COD's OK. For a catalog of 
transmitters, voice scramblers 8t other specialty items, 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 


100 OP FttBTUKE 
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TELL THE WORLD YOU SERVED! 



From $98 

in PRECIOUS metal 






GIANT 

HEAVY DUTY 
INFLATABLE BOATS 

2 MAN $38 

3 MAN $50 

4 MAN $65 

Call Free 

Before Midnight For The Next 30 Days 
As part of an advertising test, Dunlap Boat Mfg. will 
send any of the above size boats to anyone who reads 
and responds to this test before the next 30 days. 
Each Boat Lot No. (Z-26 PVC) is constructed of tough 
high density fabric (resistant to abrasions, sunlight, 
salt & oil), electronically welded embossed seams, 
nylon safety line grommeted all around, heavy duty 
oar locks, 3 separate air chambers for extra safety (4 
air chambers in 4-man), self-locking safety valves, 
bow lifting & towing handle and are recommended for 
marine, ocean and fresh water recreation, camping, 
fishing or a family fun boat. Each boat will be accom¬ 
panied with a LIFETIME guarantee that it must per¬ 
form 100% or it will be replaced free. Add $7 handling 
& crating for each boat requested. Dunlap Boat Mfg. 
pays all shipping. If your order is received within the 
next ten days you will receive FREE a combined 
hand/foot inflator/deflator bellows style pump for 
each boat requested. Should you wish to return your 
boat you may do so for a refund. Any letter post¬ 
marked after 30 days will be returned. LIMIT three (3) 
boats per address, no exceptions. Send appropriate 
sum together with your name and address to: Boat 
Dept. #199-C, Dunlap Boat Mfg., 2940 W. Pico Blvd., 
Los Angeles, CA 90006. Or for fastest service from 
any part of the country call 1-800-824-9988 for 
Boat Dept. #199-C (Calif, residents call collect 
213-735-9363), before midnight seven days a week. 
Have credit card ready. 


ARMY-NAVY ^ 9 

AIR FORCE-MARINES %_" 

PRESTIGE RINGS you'll wear with pride World's largest 
selection of military rings Over 1000 combinations Visa or 
MasterCard Money Back Guarantee? 

Send SI for full color cililog today. 

T-J JEWELERY CO. 

Box Y S11, Apache Junction, AZ 85220 

(Successor* to Royal Military Jewelry) 


SUPPORT AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 


SUPPORT THE BRAVE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN 
IN THEIR RIGHT FOR FREEDOM AGAINST SOVIET 
AGRESSION AND OCCUPATION. 

All funds collected will be donated to pro¬ 
western Afghan resistance groups selected by 
the SOF staff. These funds will be used solely for 
the purchase of arms, ammunition and medical 
supplies as specified by the groups receiving 
assistance. No funds collected will be expended 
for salaries or administration. 

Donations are NOT tax deductible. 

Send your donation to: 

Afghan Freedom Fighters' Fund 

P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


CIA/AIR 

AMERICA 




T-SHIRT * This high quality, 
blue ringed shirt carries the official 
four color crest of Air America. It is 
identical to the shirts made available 
to CIA/Air America personnel in S.E. 
Asia. S-M-L-XL. $g 5 0 

COFFEE MLIO " This large 

(18 oz.) ceramic mug features the of¬ 
ficial four color Air America crest. This 
is the mug most commonly seen in 
the Air America Flight Ops Lounge. 
Beautiful to collect - practical to use! 

$950 

RUBBER STAMP - The 

authentic Air America crest available 
in a large (2 1/4") rubber stamp. It is 
used for authenticating documents, 
travel papers, etc. 

SPECIAL ' All three items for 
$23 00 SAVE $4.00! 
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NJ SWORDS 


W-200B 24“ Tempered & Sharpened 

$90.00 

W-200S Tempered and Sharpened w/Biackened Blade S95.00 
W-222 28" For Display Only $60.00 

W-220 Wood Praci.ce Boken $9.00 

W-43 Sword Stand $15.00 



SUN BOOKS 


HOMEMADE QUNS AND HOMEMADE 
AMMO, by Ronald 0. Brown. This book 
shows how to build a shotgun in step-by- 
step photographs and illustrations, How to 
use common household items to make your 
own ammo, How to safely test your 
homemade guns and much more. A must for 
gun enthusiasts! x 8%, 183 pp, 71 
photographs and Illustrations, soft covsr. 
$9.95. 

THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO GUN SHOWS, 
by Thomaa W. Thlalan. Gun shows are great 
places to buy not only guns and ammo of all 
kinds, but also various survival and military 
surplus gear at the lowest prices anywhere. 
This comprehensive guide tells you exactly 
how to locate a gun show, how to get the 
best deals, how to be a dealer at a gun show, 
dealing and trading tactics, and much more, 
including how to promote and run your own 
gun showl 5 Vi x 118 pp, illustrated, soft 
cover. $6.95. 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 


folding ilFEKNIFE' 



Front & Back Protector - $150.00 ppd. 

Detachable Side Panels.$27.50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 


MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 


Be a DETECTIVE 


AND EARN YOUR BADGE 

^cm^ATiON 




I 

. DETECTIVE 
ASSOCIATION 






NQ EXPERIENCE OR COLLEGE REQUIRED 
Men-Women - Learn from the experts. Train at homeforan 
exciting part or full time career as a private detective or 
security consultant. Start your own business or work for 
others. Step-by-step you will learn how to conduct any 
investigation, how and where to find that first job, and 
much more. Credentials and employment assistance. 
The BEST training available at the BEST BMV 
price. Prove it to yourself by investigating |U3l 
before you invest. Send NOW for full facts. 


_ IQ7 , GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
Box 191S Hanover, Mass. 02339 

Rush FREE fads. Show me how I can learn at home 1o be a Private 
Investigator. No obligation. No salesman will call. 


"Fui An EJuCaCkm T?ij[ Wurhi" 



World’s first 

FOLDING 

hollow handle 
survival knife! 

3/12” stainless ^ 

lockback 
blade. Hollow 
handle 
contains 

medical and . .- 

survival kits I ) . i.) * 

sealed by , 

luminous »» N»*==»> 

compass. 

Includes belt 
pouch. 

Send $29.95 + 3.00 shipping to: 

LIFEKNIFE 

Box 771 • Santa Monica, CA 90406 

Money Back Guarantee Calif. Res. Add 6 '/j% 


PIGSKIN Only 
BACKPACK $39.50 

In the days of Lewis & Clark, expeditions 
required packs so rugged and 
tough, only leather could meet 
the test. Now get the same 
durability from this 100%, 
supple, golden, pigskin 
* leather backpack. Stays 
soft even after getting 
ft wet. It features a spa- 
C j 0us i4”xi7'x5" inte- 
{ rior with three large 
gusseted outside 
(Mm: *'v!rfW pockets. Carry clothing, 
^ food, ammunition — all the 
supplies you’ll need for a 
* Iona day on the trail. Now only 
$39.50. Money-back guarantee. 
VISA & MasterCard accepted. Write 
| for FREE Great Adventure Catalog! 

, NC residents add 4.5% sales tax. 


CALL TOLL FREE 


1 - 800 - 334-5474 


Dept. J-116, Box 1600 
Chapel Hill. NC 27515 


WANTED: 

ADVENTURE 

AUTHORS! 

SOF ADVENTURE 
BOOKS 

Needs New Action Novels On: 

• Vietnam 

• POWs & MIAs 

• Counterterrorism 

• Special Operations 

• Mercenary Actions 

• Related Action Subjects 

Submitted manuscripts must be fic¬ 
tion, must be exciting reading, must 
be 70,000-125,000 words in length, 
must be technically accurate, and 
must project an authentic, “you are 
there” feel. Series potential is desir¬ 
able. All submissions receive an ini¬ 
tial editorial review within 60 days of 
receipt. 

Address queries and submissions 
(including return postage) to: 

SOF ADVENTURE BOOKS 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 


LEGENDARY 
ARMS, INC. . 


SAMURAI SWORD 
(Dalto) Item #S1. 
Spring Steel Blade 


Small Samurai (Shoto) 


NINJA TO 
Item #S10 
Spring Steel Blade 


U.S. I860 
CAVALRY SABER 
Item #S6. . 

$64.99 


FENCING FOIL 
lt*rn #S4. 

$17.99 



COMPUTER 
CLASSIFICATION 
SYSTEM 


DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS PRESENTS 
THE DMS/CATALOGER, THE ANSWER TO YOUR 
CONSTANT PROBLEMS OF LOST TECHNICAL 
MANUALS, BOOKS, FILMS, REPORTS AND OTHER 
IMPORTANT MATERIALS. THIS SYSTEM IS BEING 
USED BY THE SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE 
TO MANAGE A COLLECTION OF OVER 20,000 
BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND PHOTOGRAPHS. 

* SEARCH YOUR ENTIRE COLLECTION IN 
SECONDS 

* PRINT CLASSIFIED ITEMS SORTED 5 WAYS 

* PRINT CLASSIFIED LABELS AUTOMATICALLY 

* AUTOMATIC RESERVED ITEM NOTIFICATION 

* CHECK OUT ITEMS USING CIRCULATION 
CONTROL 

* DESIGN YOUR OWN CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM 


THE DMS/CATALOGER IS WRITTEN IN A 
POWERFUL DATABASE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
CALLED REVELATION (INCLUDED). OVER 25,000 
ITEMS CAN BE INDEXED ON A 10 MEG IBM XT’ 

OR SIMILAR MICRO COMPUTER. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 

YOUR f 1 LIBRARY OF CONGRESS FORMAT 
CHOICE U DEWEY DECIMAL FORMAT 

SEND $2,250 TO: 

DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS 
DEPT. CW 

7287 LONG SPRINGS BUTTE 
LITTLETON, COLORADO 80127 


DON’T WAIT! 


GET ORGANIZED TODAY! 


SEND FOR A FREE INFORMATIVE BROCHURE 
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All New! Hawaii's most beautiful women in 
full color. Twelve months of great island 
bodies plus a bonus centerfold poster. Order 
today for yourself or a friend. 

How to Order„_„__ 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_ 

State_Zip_ 


Description 


5.00 


* Your favorite American heroes in GIANT 17x22 BW 

* posters suitable for framing. Perfect for office or den. 
+ A great gift! Only $6.95 ea. ppd. 

* □ Green Beret □ Dirty Harry 

+ □ USMC □ Wales 

* □ Both Only s 10” ppd. □ Both Only s 10” ppd. 

* SPECIAL OFFER 

* ALL FOUR ONLY $14.95 ppd. 

* 

* Name_ 

-X Address_ 

+ 

+ City/State/Zip _ 

4 Dealer inquiries welcome 


I_ Postage & Handling 1.00 

Total Enclosed 

Mail check or money order to: 

Hawaiian Resources Co. 

1123 Kapahuiu Ave., Honolulu, HI 96816 


Gold logos of all branches of Armed Forces 
on back of jacket • Outstanding Christmas 
gift • High quality jacket with thick year 
round lining • Not available in stores! • 
Available in sizes S, M, L, XL (XXL $10 addi¬ 
tional) 

Sale Price Only $49.99 Postpaid • Special! 
Order two or more jackets and pay only 
$43.99 each — a savings of $6 per jacket!! 


The Following Black T-Shirts Also Available! 

A. Commies are living proof that Indians F****D 
Buffalos (T-shirt has full word) 

B. University of Zimbabwe 

C. American University of Beirut 

Sizes S, M, L, XL $9.95 each plus $2.00 shipping 

Send Check or Money Order to: 

R & S Productions 

P.O. Box 26 (Dept SF) 
Randallstown, Maryland 21133 
(301) 655-0068 


P.O. Box 458 ■ * 

St. Charles, MO 63302 * 


AUTHENTIC SPECIAL EDITION 
MILITARY VETERANS 
CAMOUFLAGE JACKETS 


TALES OF 
VON BRAUN 


SCHOOLED 

BY A RACE THE WORLD HAD THOUGHT 
EXTINCT. COLONEL MARCKUS VON 
BRAUN IS THE DEADLIEST OF WORLD 
WAR III MERCENARIES. THE MOST HATED 
MAN OF ALL TIME IS THE FREE WORLD'S 
ONLY HOPE AGAINST COMMUNISM. 
VOLUME 1 *7.95 VOLUME 2 *7.95 
CK OR MO TO: TALES OF VON BRAUN 
PO BOX 7223 PGH.PA.15213 


NEW! 
BULLET LIGHTER 


FEATURES: 

(1) REFILLABLE BUTANE 

(2) SOLID BRASS 

(3) SAME SIZE AS "308” 

(4) REPLACEABLE FLINT 

(5) ADJUSTABLE FLAME 

(6) RING FOR KEY CHAIN 

AMAZE 

YOUR FRIENDS 

WHAT A 
GIFT ITEM!!!! 

FOR THE PERSON 
WHO THOUGHT 
THEY HAD 
EVERYTHING 


YOUR COST $9.95 

INCLUDES SHIPPING PLUS A 1986 
CATALOGUE ANYWHERE IN THE U.S.A. 

PHONE: (616) 754-6694 

Great Lakes Distributing 
600 W. Orange 
Greenville, Ml 48838 

VISA / MASTER CARD ACCEPTED 

C.O.D. CHARGES $2.00 


YOUR ULTIMATE EDGE... 
THE TIMBA® 

Jk COMBAT SURVIVOR 

raK by Pacific Cutlery Corp. 

• 12” Overall Length 
* 6/2” Stainless Blade 
Bk • Textured Black Micarta 
Handle 

) / • Military Non-Glare 
V ^ Finish 

A • Military Black 

Sheath 

mr \ • Lifetime 

^ \ Warranty 

\ \ $ 120 00 


m YOUR \ 
gt§. ULTIMATE \ 

W BACK-UP \ 

I THE ORIGINAL \ 
lb MILITARY GRAY \ 

WEE-HAWK \ • 

BOOT KNIFE \ 

• Overall Length 8 ! /i” 

• 3 %” Stainless Blade \ 

• Black Micarta Handle \ 

• Nickel Silver Bolster \ 

• Military Non-Glare Finish 

• Black Leather Boot-Clip Sheath 

• Lifetime Warranty ~ — 

$59 95 by Pacific Cutlery Corp. 


‘D'laq&tt Sccftfilcf 

PO. Box 7115 / Dept. S. / Charlottesville; VA 22906 

CALL 804-971-2911 

MC VISA Money Order or Check 
Shipping — $2 AK HI Foreign $5 
★ COLOR CATALOGUE $2 * 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 


NOVEMBER 86 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 103 


SUPPLY LOCKER 























SUPPLY LOCKER 



John Juraniichl 


RHOOESIAN 


PRICE EA. 


TOTAL 


F JACKET 


PANTS 


[SHORTS 


Learn the 

SHARPENING SECRETS 


of a Pro! 


THE FIRST COMPLETE BOOK 
EVER PUBLISHED ON SHARPENING 

• Contains all-new unpublished material 

• Answers to most asked questions 

• Explains the theory of sharpening 

• Step by step sharpening of the most popular 
edged tools 

• Shows YOU how to do it 

• Send for a free brochure 

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 

$i2 - 5 ° (®fjr) 

(add $2.00 shipping/handling} \ J 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


RAZOR EDGE SYSTEMS, INC. 
P.O. BOX 150 DEPT. S-11 
ELY, MN 55731 


D CHECK OR M/O 
ENCLOSED 
(U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 

NAME _ 

JL 

tLJ- ADDRESS _ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 
CARD#_ 


D BILL MY 

□ VISA 

□ MASTERCARD 


Mil CORP. DEPT. A 

P.O. BOX 480329 LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 
PHONE #1-213-933-5924 


* RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE 

Original style and pattern as featured on cover of 
S.O.F. May 1986 

* SOUTH AFRICAN TERRITORIAL CAMO 

Night pattern, Grey and Black 


• RUGGED • FULLY REINFORCED, COMBAT CAMO 


□ FIELD JACKET-4 pockets, fully lined, epullettes, draw 
strings, heavy duty zipper (South African jacket is hooded) 

□ PANTS-6 pockets, waist adjusters, belt loops 

□ SHORTS-4 pockets, waist adjusters, belt loops 

□ SHIRT-2 pockets, long sleeves 

□ T-SHIRT-short sleeves, 100% cotton 

□ BUSH HAT-lined, Boonie style, broad rim 

ALL GARMETS AVAILABE IN SIZES S.M.L.XL 


sue total 

SHIPPING & HANDLING 
CA RESIDENTS ADD 6 5% SALES TAX 
TOTAL 


DON'T DIE 

"THE POCKET SURVIVOR" 


A Must For Your Pocket When Hunting, 
Hiking, Scouting, Or The Glove Compartment 
Of Your Car. A Person Never Knows When 
He Might Be Lost Or Stranded. 


JIMMY ULE 

“The 

Arkansas * 

Knifesmith” Jk 


NUMBAH ONE T-SHIRTS 

"NO LIE Gl" 




“THE POCKET 
SURVIVOR**© 

A Cigarette Pack Sized Kit — In A 
Hinged Lid Metal Box — 


— CONTAINS — 
Compass + Cable Saw + 
Cleaning and Skinning Blade + 
Fish Hooks + Fish Line + 
Sinkers + Snare Wire + Signal 
Mirror + Utility Cord (210 lb. 
test) + Needles + Thread + 
Matches + Striker + Adhesive 
Bandages + Antiseptic Swabs 
+ Water Pure Tabs + Quart 
Water Container + 5 Gram 
Glucose Energy Supplement. 

“THE POCKET 
SURVIVOR’’ 

P.O. BOX 1817 
BREVARD, N.C. 28712 

"Better to have it, and not need it. ” 


To Order: Send $6.95 for 

“The Pocket Survivor” plus $1.50 
Postage & Handling and Mail to: 

“The Pocket Survivor”, P.O. Box 1817A, 
Brevard, N.C. 28712. Ph. (704) 884-5911. 

“Better to have it, and not need it” 

PATENT PENDING 


“Imitated 

but 

unequaled” 


Designer & Maker 
of the survival 
knives for the 
movies, “First Blood" 
& ‘Rambo" 


t-25 SI7SI j_oi ' 
VICTOR C++At?LIE 


Rt 6 Box 27 Russellville, AR 72801 (501)968-2011 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 

From time to time, we make our list of 
customers* names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com¬ 
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 

If you prefer not to receive such mail¬ 
ings, and want your name on our sub¬ 
scriber list only, please write us, en¬ 
closing your mailing label. 

Please address your request to: 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
Attn: Customer Service 


{Sin Loi Victor Charlie means tough shit VC) 

Money Orders prompt, priority shipping 

T-Shirts $9 Each (includes p&h) 


Shirts Screened Front & Back; “No Cheap Charlie!’ 


OD available if specified; STATE SIZE & STYLE NO. 
For Overseas Air Mail add $2.25/item. 

“SAT Cong means Kill Communists” 


We Carry Many VIETNAM T-Shirts 
Send $2 for Catalog [free with purchase] 


The Laserscope is a new type of aiming device that, at ■ 
the touch of a button, projects a bright red dot onto the 
intended target at the precise point of bullet impact, 
allowlngyou to rapidly aim, fire and hit a target without 
using your sights, indoors or at night! 

Laserscope: * 

* Totally intimidates an agressor, he knows you 
can’t miss. 

* Powerful 2 milliwatt helium neon laser - range 
400 yds. 

* Small & lightweight only 12” long, 1.7 lbs. 

* Designed for Military use, rugged and waterproof. 

* Uses 8 Standard “AA” batteries (included). 

* Military & SWAT have used ours for over 10 yrs. 

* Comes with Weaver 1” rings, will fit "B square" 
mounts (not tncluded). 

Laserscope w/ Warranty $495. 

AR15/M16 under barrel mount 45. 

Shtp/lns. add $10. CA res. add 6% sales tax 

NEW MOUNTS AVAILABLE: 


Colt 45 Auto. 

45.00 

Rem. 870/1100 

45.00 

Mini 14 

45.00 

Ithaca 37 

45.00 

UZI 

45.00 

Mossberg 500 

45.00 



HK 91/93/94 

45.00 


Catalog of Hard-to-find, state of the art, personal 
protection and survival products $3 (refundable). 


Executive Protection Products Inc. 

1834 First St. Suite S. 

Napa, CA 94559 . —Egg 

Visa/MC (707) 253-7142 " - 

Consulting available for Executive Protection and 
Rnv«rirogi|MinjsrCauniermKLaut£i, _ 
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EXCLUSIVE 

U.S.M.C. SHOOTING JACKET 


FIRST QUALITY MIL-SPEC FEATURING 
SHOULDER RECOIL PAD, ELBOW AND SLING 
PATCHES. BACK SHOULDER AREAS ARE 
GUSSETTED FOR FULL ARM MOVEMENT. 

PLEASE SPECIFY RIGHT OR LEFT 
HANDED SHOOTER COjTON r 

OLIVE DH* d 




CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 
ACCEPTED WITH ORDER 

i/Q-4 q\ M&M SURPLUS 

| (81 8) 368-5747 19360 RINALD | S T. 

UNIT #204 DEPT, SF 
NORTH RIDGE, CA 913261 


1986 GOVERNMENT 
SURPLUS DIRECTORY 


SSL 



BUY FOR AS LITTLE AS 
1C ON THE DOLLAR 



[Moneyback Guarantee 

JEEPS, CARS as low as $30. BOATS, HELICOPTERS, 
TYPEWRITERS. TRUCKS. You can still buy 5,000,000 items 
from ttie U.S. Government. This manual shows you how to find 
these bargains in your area at TREMENDOUS SAVINGS. Some 
actual prices . . . CARS $30, PICKUPS $40, SHIRTS 22$, 50 
POWER BINOCULARS $3, and MORE. 

THIS NEW 1966 up-to-date directory includes a Bidders 
List Application and listing of Defense Sales Offices. Our 
BIGGEST MOST COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTORY Only $4.00. 
Cut out this ad and send to: SURPLUS, DEPT. B136 
4620 WISCONSIN AVE. N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20016 


Perfect fora 


GIANT SALE! 


Ultra-Sensitive 

Micro-T ransmitter 


Save $10 Only $39^ 

This amazingly powerful micro-minia ture^ 
ler than your thumb) can pickupwNsa^r 

broadcast every _ 

m % m2Jb*#f^aby minder, 
[ G lWjJ^WrAKrr — comes oom- 
(battery, antenna, and tuning 

sTUmfted offer, while supplies last. Only 1 to a 
rfRegularty $49,95.) Now, send $39.95 + $2.75 ship¬ 
ping ($42.70). Foreign orders add $5. 

Save $10. Only$19 95 

This tiny electronic marvel turns your cassette recorder into 
an efficient, automatic, and totally silent telephone recording 
system. Starts recorder when phone is lifted, records both sides 
of conversation with crystal clear fidelity, stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. Easily installed anywhere along phone lines. 
regularfy $29.95. Send only $19.95 + $2.75 shipping ($22.70). 
Foreign add $5.00. 


abulous new 30 Hr Tape Recorder! 
Price Slashed to only $129.95 


That’s right, a full 30 hours on one cassette tape! Our 
newest long-play 30 hr cassette recorder debuts here for the first 
time! Regular price is a low $289.95, but during this introductory 
sale we're almost giving them away at only S129.95! 

The brand-new X.TEN 30 Hour Recorder can record and play 
all your regular cassettes at the standard speed. Then flip the 
switch to the X-Tended Speed, and increase recording time by an 
amazing 1,000%! Get 30 hrs on a 180 min. c assette, (20hre on a 
120, 15hrs on a 90. & 10hrs on a 60). Perfect for security 
monitoring, classes lectures, business meetings, & more. You’ll 
never see a price this low again! Send only $129,95 + $7.05 
shipping ($137.00). Foreign add $9.50. 

Items above carry a 100% guarantee! Our fantastic giant 
catalogue packed with surveillance & counter-surveillance elec¬ 
tronics, security devices, laser weapons, kits, plans, books & 
much more FREE wrth order, or send $2.00 for catalogue only. 
(Refundable). Send name, address, item(s) you’re ordering, & 
payment to: 

UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS 

15015 Ventura Blvd., Dept. F-11, 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403. (818) 509-9124. 






MOVING? 


PLACE LABEL HERE 


HR/MS 


Street 

Apt. no. 


City/suic/zfp 


Mail it to: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine. 
P.O. Box 34S. Mt. Morris, IL 61054 


THE APPLEGATE-FAIRBAIRN 

THE ONLY FIGHTING KNIFE 
EVER DESIGNED ON THE 
BASIS OF ACTUAL MILI¬ 
TARY COMBAT EXPER¬ 
IENCE. 

• Designed in 1943 by OSS 
Col. Rex Applegate and Brit¬ 
ish Capt W E Fairbairn to be 
the successor to the classic 
Fatrbairn-Sykes commando 
knife 

• Custom double-edge blade 
of 154 cm stainless steel. 

• Critically acclaimed in 
reviews by AMERICAN 
BLADE, KNIFE WORLD, 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, 
GUNG HO AND GUNS. 

FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE 

Write for complete information 
on the history, manufacture, 
performance and exlusive 
combat features of this weapon 

WELLS CREEK KNIFE 
AND GUN WORKS 
32956 State Mwy 38 
Scottsburg, OR 97473 


Leather Scabbard Custom Made in Montana. 
Black or Brown. Used by the Military. 

The Ultimate Survival Weapon. A Must For The 
Serious Hunter, Outfitter, Camper & Explorer. 

ONLY $46.50 

Certified Check or Money Order Only 
Plus $3.50 Shipping - 4 Weeks Delivery 
Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

SILVERTIP ENTERPRISE 

1105 Foys Lake Road - Kalispell, Montana 59901 


Genuine-G.l.- 18 ” 
Blade Machete 
& Saddle Leather Scabbard 


Large 

Belt 

Loop 


8 Securing 
Holes 
in Edges 


You May 
Get Lonely... 

but you'll never be cold in a quilted 
vest or jacket liner. Made in the 
U.S.A. to strict military specifica¬ 
tions. These fieldvest or jacketliners 
are guaranteed to keep you warm 
under the most grueling conditions. 
Quality construction throughout. 
Olive drab color in sizes S, M, L, 
and XL. 


Jacket Liner C ■ 

Size(s)_ 

Total Jacket Liners I 

_X $14.95 each $ . | 

Vest Liner 

Size(s) _ - 

Total Vest Liners I 

_* X $9.95 each_| 

Shipping & Handling L7& ■ 

Arkansas residents must ■ 

add 5% sales tax _J 

Total $_| 

Send Check or money order to: 

Outdoor Outfitters Company 

P.O. Box 9615, Little Rock, AR 72219 


IlUVftCY ? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible’’ to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT —and MOREI 
Don’t waitl Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 



Choice 


EDEN PRESS _ 

11623 Slater “C”, Box'8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please ^dd| 
(□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to Qrder.)" 

(California residents please add 6% sales (at) I 

□ Send latest Book Catalog - FREE. J 

-1 

--1 

--1 


l 
l 

I Name 
I Address 
| City 


7ip_ 
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Offering 

My New Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glore Mat Combat Finish 


440 C ^ 

Blade with 
Saw Teeth 
That Work I 
13" overall 
length. 

All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath. 


Photo by Moth or 
Earth Nows 


Knives 


Custom Handmade Knives 
by Robert Porrlsh 

1923 Spartanburg Hwy. Hondorsonv(J!e. NC 28739 
Phone (704) 692-3446 
Send SASE for more Information 


A *** 5 

yjPPLltf-' G0KF 

40^H 


FEATURING AN 
INVENTORY °< OVER 
200MILLION GUN PARTS 


A 480 page, 2Vz lb. parts catalog 
listing military, commercial, anti¬ 
que U.S. and Foreign gun parts. 
The most complete parts listing 
in the world! Used by govt, agen¬ 
cies and professional gunsmiths. 
Order now, receive $3 certificate 
toward purchase of any catalog 

ltem - $5.95 w*i 


Numrich. arms 

CORP West'Hurley, NY 12491 


The famous C.I.A. 

“Get out of jail free’’ card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera¬ 
tions I.D. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

. Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res¬ 
tricted areas, requisition equipment of all 
types 

‘If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc. printed in three colors! 


SOLD AS A WAR 
RELIC ONLY! 

Devil's Brigade 

Box 1625, Dept. A-2 
El Dorado, Ar 71730 


$5.00 

guaranigiTiJ 

SU page catolcg 
$1.00 

(Free with order) 


Send check or money order to: 

COMMAND SHIRTS 

8 Woodstock Court 
Oyster Bay, New York 11771 

U.S. Currency only! 

Add $1.50 Postage/Handling 
N.Y. residents add sales tax 
Canada add $2.00 

Foreign add 30% 


Send Order To: FOSTER-TRENT, INC, DEPT. 861-M, 
2345 BOSTON POST RD., LARCHMONT, N.Y. 10536. 


VISA/MASTERCARD Orders Call Toll Free: 
1-800-251-4422 - Free Catalog With Order 
$3.00 Shipping/Handling - $5.00 C.O.D. 
Money Back Guarantee! - $59.95 + Shipping 

WEST COAST CUTLERY 

Where The Professional Shops 
P.O. Box 2194, Roseville, CA95746(91 6) 791 -2961 


BLOOD MASTER n 

Blood Master II-15" of man size steel in ourBlood 
Master Bowie Survival Knife. Features a 10” blade, 
15" overall length with a jagged sawtooth edge on 
back Hollow handle with a stainless cap and com¬ 
pass. Survival kit includes fish hooks, line, sinkers, 
matches, wire saw and eta (17-1 57} - Nylon cord 
wrapped handle. Retail: ■ $00.0 6- 

nuornM YOUR PRICE: 


bond metal, b shot, clip -v 

fed. Rapid firing. With in- \ \ 

structions. • \ 

For self-protection, theatre, dog 1 

training, sports. Purchaser must ' . . 

be over 21. Money back guarantee. 'I?**^* 
WESTBURY SALES CO. California. 

\P.O. Box 434, Dept TA-11-SF, Westbury, New York 11590, 


■r' >■:!*'» & jt 
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CLASSIFIED 

•*—A—*-#—#- 

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — All ads MUST be received 
by the 1 st, four months prior to issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or written clearly with authorizing signa¬ 
ture, telephone number and payment Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack¬ 
et. Cost par insertion is $1 per word — $20 minimum. 
Name, address and telephone are to be included in the 
count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, 
Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such 
as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphen¬ 
ated words and telephone numbers are counted as two 
words. We reserve the right to delete or change any copy 
which we determine to be objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE 
DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF 
EVERY ADVERTISEMENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR 
SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN¬ 
SPECTOR. 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE IS A MAGAZINE OF 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION. THERE 
MAY BE PRODUCTS FOR WHICH SALE, POSSESSION OR 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION MAYBE RESTRICTED, 
PROHIBITED OR SUBJECT TO SPECIAL LICENSING RE¬ 
QUIREMENTS IN YOUR STATE. PURCHASERS SHOULD 
CONSULT THE LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHOR- 
ITIES IN THEIR AREA. _ 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror¬ 
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (117) _ 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States Armed Forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, 
first-aid packets, etc. Send $1 for our latest catalog to STEVE 
J. PEDERGNANA JR., PO Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. 
(109-te) _ 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials: 
Zapruder film, photographs, literature, video cassettes. Cata¬ 
log: $3. COLLECTOR’S ARCHIVES, Box 2, Beaconsfield, 
Quebec H9W5T6. (116-lt)__ 


The 




Black Falcon 

BOMBER JACKET 

Original 
Oerman 
';pesig*te ; 

ALL BLACK 
TOP-GRAIN LEATHER 

• ESPECIALLY TAILORED 

FOR BIG-BORE 
SHOULDER HOLSTER 
CONCEALMENT! 

• This Is The Original 
‘DEUTSCH K0MMAND0’ 
Flight Jacket — Fully 

Lined w/lnside Map 
Pocket, Zip Comp. On 
Sleeve, Double-Entry 
Front Pockets, Heavily- 
Padded Elbows AND YOU 
flhiflY— GET A FREE, BLACK GENUINE 
m/Jy SWISS ARMY KNIFE W/LOCKBLADE. 
• Available In Even Sizes 38-52. 

WEEK ONLY $1 99.95 Shipping 5 ?Ins. 

DELIVERY (Foreign — Add 20%) 

Knife The Toughest Jacket Around 

i.OO value) 


CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

P.O. BOX 100724. DEPT. SOF-11 

SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS 78201 



COLD STEEL KNIVES. 10-3/4” original Tanto, $105. Master 
TANTO 10-3/4", $139. Minl-Tanto 8", $75. Free shipping. 
PENTECOST, PO Box 3363, Carson City, NV 89702. (109-1) 


BUKSAN INTERNATIONAL Street Defense Journal. Only 
prctical information, no traditional martial arts garbage. Free 
sample — two 22 cent stamps. PO Box 3363, Carson City, NV 
89702. (109-2) 


£ MICRO BUGS Advanced bugging equip J 
Z ment. Concrete mikes, telephone and pen bugs, I 

anrl mnro QonH fin tn MlPQAPnM * 




and more. Send $2.00 to MICR0C0M 
TECH CORP. for catalog. Refundable 
with purchase. Unbeatable prices. 


f 4 i M1CR0CQM TECH CORP. F C 

* % Mile Range P 0. Box 347341 • Cleveland. OH 44134$ 


LASER DESIGNATORS, aim using powerful RED BEAM for 
$329. NEW. WRITE: RED LINE, 9737 Balboa Drive, St. Louis, 
MO 63136. (109) _ 

PROTECT YOUR GUNS from rusting. No oils, greases, or 
sprays. Dispenser automatically releases invisible, odorless, 
non-toxic patented vapor which coats ail surfaces with thin 
molecular film. Complies with MIL-I-22110B. Order product 
MP. $5.95 or send SASE for FREE literature "S”. NEW DAWN 
PRODUCTS, Dept. S., PO Box 1053, Agoura, CA 91301. (109) 

COMBAT TOUGH! Survive the streets, guaranteed, totally 
practical self-defense, new books reveal secrets, tell how. 
FREE DETAILS. LIBRA, 486(SF) Mollmo, San Francisco, CA 
94127, (109) _ 

KNIVES, SWORDS, survival, historic weapons. Switchblade 
kits (legal) all at unbeatable prices. Catalogs $2. DE INTINIS, 
107 Summit Ave., S.I., NY 10306. (109)_ 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 



-COURSES- 


£r EXEC. PROTECTION/COUNTERTERRORISM J 

☆ COMMANDO - PARAMILITARY I 

* COMBAT SNIPER/COUNTER SNIPER J 

☆ PRIVATE INSTRUCTION - IN0UIRE I 

COMMANDO SCHOOL * 

P.O. BOX 1237 Dept. SOF * 

MOORESVILLE, NC 28115 USA * 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


;fora 

* BROCHURE 


"RUPTURED DUCK"— authentic embroidered WWII dis¬ 
charge patch $2. With protective coating and pin back $6. J. 
SMITH, Box 103, O'Fallon, IL 62269, (109) _ 

BUTTERFLY—STILLETO.... 9" fast opening adventurer’s 
knife, Hi-carbon stainless Sabre blade; stainless handles, 
$8.95. Catalog 25 cents. LEN COMPANY, Box 101FC, Brook- 
lyn, NY 11214. (109) _ 

RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE uniforms, excellent "BRUSH” 
pattern camo, shirts $40, pants $45, hats $17, M65 jackets 
$75. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. MASTERCARD & 
VISA ACCEPTED! (109-8)_ 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

t AMERICAN MILITARY COLLECTION } 

* Exceptional quality historical and mili- * 
£ tary art prints and posters. Free J 
I brochure. 955 Hwy- 55, Dept. SFC, ? 
M Hastings, MN 55033. (612) 437-6032. * 


TRACKING: A BLUEPRINT FOR LEARNING HOW. leaches 
you to read the clues that let you know who else is sharing your 
environment. Written by Jack Kearney, the famous Border 
Patrol tracker, who caught thousands of criminals, fugitives, 
and smugglers with his amazing skill, this book is the ultimate 
word on a disappearing art Send $13.95 to: PATHWAYS 
PRESS, 525 Jeffree Street, Suite F, El Cajon, CA 92020. (109) 

BUY KNIVES, CUTLERY ITEMS at wholesale. Save up to 
80%, huge selection, satisfaction guaranteed. Fast service, 
catalog $2. FIRST CLASS. SMOKY MOUNTAIN KNIFE 
WORKS, Box 714SOF, Sevierville, TN 37862. (111-lt) 



LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s 12 95 

Add $1.05 Hndl. 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept. BK-11-SF 

373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 


FIREWORKS. HIGH QUALITY, fast service. Price list $1. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, PO Box 90007, Casper, WY 
82609. (116-lt) _ 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available—phone number, remailing, mail for¬ 
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en¬ 
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ 65029. (602) 993-7534. (111-lt) _ 

A BRIDGE TOO FAR? Close the gap and make contact with 
the nationwide network of mllrtaria collectors when you adver¬ 
tise in Military Exchange. THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO 
Box 693, Dept. SF-11, Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/0) 


BOUNTY HUNTING— legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 
90, Depew, NY 14043. (110) _ 

SURVIVALIST, ADVENTURERS, proven technique for mak¬ 
ing survival fire in seconds without fluids, friction or matches. 
$2 plus SASE to: INFERNO, PO Box 4338, Huachuca City, AZ 
85616. (110) _ 

ORIGINAL MILITARY MANUALS! Many very hard-to-find ti¬ 
tles listed in our FREE catalog. WWII-S, 1867 Monroe Ave., N. 
Bellmore, NY 11710. (109) _ 

ALASKAN FISHING JOBS. BIG MONEY. EXCITEMENT. 

Send $2 (refundable)to: J.C. THOMPSON, PO Box 20403-S, 
Seattle, WA 98102. (110) _ 

POLICE—COMBAT EQUIPMENT— discounted! Huge cata¬ 
log - $1 (refundable). CROWN, 878A Jackman, El Cajon, CA 
92020. (109-1) _ 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Free in¬ 
formation. CENTRAL INVESTIGATION, Box 1894A, Provo, 
UT 84603. (111-lt) _ 

BUMPER STICKERS— "I DONT BRAKE FOR COMMUN¬ 
ISTS," or .. FOR TERRORISTS." Can you see what faces 
us up the road ahead? If so, why not let everyone know you’re 
ready to do your part. Please send $3 for one or $5 for both to: 
M.l. ASSOCIATES, PO Box 6343, San Mateo, CA 94403. 

( 109 ) _ 

FORWARDING/REMAILING SERVICE— phone, two addres¬ 
ses, code name fine, confidential. THE GOOSE FARM, PO 
Box 1213, Mt. Pleasant, TX 75455. (109)_ 


NIGHT VISION/SURVEILLANCE 
SEE IN THE DARK WITH 
ACTIVE INFRARED 
NIGHT VISION BINOCULARS 


High quality, used by military worldwide 

Originally Priced in the Thousands 
Special Close Out 
Refurbished Equipment 
Prices Start at $695 

| Also available: night vision pocket scopes, 

\ rifle scopes, binocular cameras. 

For further information, demonstration and 
delivery contact: 

Mr. Fortune 
212 - 697-8140 

CCS COMMUNICATION CONTROL INC. 

633 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017 

J 

WW II WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, hel¬ 
mets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO, 
Box 331-X, Cedarburg, Wl 53012. (119) _ 

WWII GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni¬ 
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World’s biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2. KRUPPER, Box 177SF, Syra- 
cuse, NY 13208. (119) 


DYSART'S WOLF KEN IN EL 

MACKENZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 



Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world, like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports; 16 wolf and up. puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & wolf-crosses only , 
therefore I can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info — $5.00. 
CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597, Henrietta, North Carolina 28076 
Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 
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ARREST Vlolatorsfj 

,*jf 



Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


\ NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit- 
■$! ing career °PP°rtunity. Solve myster- 
'■ *'. *T ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 

the innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challenging situa¬ 
tions, withstanding hardships, 
l make on the spot decisions. 
Learn the latest investiga¬ 
tive techniques using special 
law enforcement equipment 
. . . the same equipment 
used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
dwn investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 


USE 
SECRET 
EQUIPMENT 

Untlliinc* Equipment, 
Criminology Kiti, lilgit, 
BriatciM Tele phones. Lt| 
witters, Lockplck Oeiu. 
■eHot-Prool Vtrti, Inlrartd 
NI|M Scopes, Rappelling 
Equlnmint—Ptui Mach, 
Mich Mott 



Approved by Calif. Dept, of Public Instruct. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training - 

I DEPT. SF6011, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 
Rush me your “Detective” Career Kit—No salesman will call. I 

I Him-A*#- 1 

I Mdrtu___| 

. Clty/Statt/ZIp__■ 


BLACK BAG TRICKERY. Fool your friends and enemies. 
Trick cards $14.95/deck. Specify Tally-Ho/Bicycle, check or 
MO. Catalog of Dirty Tricks. $2 to: MME, PO Box 1239, Cooper 
Station, NYC, NY 10276. (Ill)_ 

RUSSIAN ARMY PARATROOPER BERET, sky blue Repo 
Beret with original Red Star Insignia $30, Officer's Beret $40, 
Paratrooper Badge (Repro) $17.50. A.H.A., Box 21606, Den- 
ver, CO 80221. (109-6) 


VIET CONG 
HUNTING CLUB 

Original jacket patch sold and worn in 
Vietnam. Rare collectors item. Rush $3.00 
plus 50* postage and handling to: 

DIRECTLINE, Dept VC 
P.O. Box 529 

Comstock Park, Ml 49321 


FREE PRIVACY CATALOG! Ultimate privacy techniques. 
Secret hiding places. Cash income opportunities. Financial 
privacy. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SR, Fountain Valley, CA 
92728. (110-1) 



FREE MONEY SOLUTIONS CATALOG! Get new credit, jobs, 
degrees. Home businesses. Cash income opportunities. 
EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
(1 10-2} _ 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody you 
want. Sharpest tactics revealed. 228-page book, $14.95. 
Guaranteed. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-DD, Fountain Val- 
ley, CA 92728. (110-3)_ 

SECRET MAILBOX! Confidential, dependable mail receiving 
and forwarding. Write POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111. (112)_ 

SILENT FIREPOWER: Most complete crossbow catalog 
available. $1. Martial Arts, Special Weapons & Survival Aids 
M&M ENTERPRISES, Box 64, Dept. SOF, Island Lake, IL 
60042. (108-tc) 


‘PATRIOT BEAR” 

Soft acrylic pile body with 
polyester fiberfil stuffing. 20" 
High x 7" Wide. 

Uniformed in camouflage 
fatigues, combat boots, dog tag, 
parachute, service beret or camo 
latigue cap, and service insignia 
(A. Ranger; B. Airborne; C. 
Special Forces), 

A GREAT GIFT IDEA 

Price: 524.95 each 
2 lor $47.50 
New Yprk City residents 
add 8% tax. 
Add $2.50 for dripping and handling. 
Allow 4/6 weeks for delivery. 

□ Check 
o Money Order 

To: Jennifer Sates. Inc. P.O. Box 742. Valley Stream, N.Y. 11582 0742 



CHy 

Beret/Cap/lnsignia 

Unit Price 

Tola! 


□ Beret 

□ Cap 

Insignia HD IP 

tu 




I 
I 


Name - 
Address . 


-Zip 


MILITARY GOODS CATALOG — Over 70 pages. Camou¬ 
flage jackets, pants, caps, berets. Over 1,000 insignias, 
genuine Gl. $2. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Depl. 
A-211, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (105) 

MILITARY POLICE: Send $1 for prices on shirts, hats, patch¬ 
es, buckles, etc. MEAN STREETS, Dept. SOF, Box 88, Bos- 
ton, MA 02123. (108-lt)_ 

US MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1,000s in stock, 1940 to current, all 
branches. Large catalog $1. SAUNDERS, Box 414-SF, Ver- 
mifion, OH 44089-0414. (109-lt)_ 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for Police Calalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF1185, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (115) 


NOW AVAILABLE! 



M 


The Original ADVENTURER , S , 

BULLWIIIP 

Thick, 

High-Grade 
Leather 

From: 

CATTLE BARON" LEATHER CO. 

sntin LEATHER CORE - The ORIGINAL As 

EXPEOmONS Around the World 
II HAND PLAITED. THICK. Genuine 
TOP-GRAIN BELTING LEATHER w/ 

S5 lEH Ji p 

Original "Ruddy- 
Brown" Color 

. LEATHER COVERED 
HANDLE & BALL W 
WRIST LOOP 

TARGET USE W/ TM 

PRICES: ORIGINAL 10 Ft. Length $109.95 
Exlra Long 12 Ft. $129.95 
LEATHER BELT CARRIER $7.95 
. A FORMIDABLE SURVIVAL TOOL • 

When Swung Property. KINETIC ENERGY Makes 
the TIP Ol the ADVENTURER'S BULLWHIP" MOVE 
AT OVER 1400 FEET PER SECOND. 

■ WHIP HANDUNG Instructor Included 
The HIGHEST QUAUTY. TOUGHEST BULL WHIPS 
Perfectly BALANCED For ACCURACY 


Add 5% Shipping & Ins. In U.SA 
— Foreign Add 20°/o — 


NOTE THESE BUILWHIPS 
NOT TOTS A NOT CHEAP 
FOREIGN MA0E SOUVENIRS 
THEY ABE GENUINE. 

woMimr 


AT OUR TEXAS FACTORY BY 


CREDIT CARO PRONE ORDERS Call (5121 697-8900 

Send VISA. CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
MC, Check p.O. BO x 100724 Dept. SOF-11 

San Antonio. TX 78201 


or MO To: 


BEHIND THE LINES! Your classified ad in Military Exchange 
will find those hard lo reach buyers, sellers, and traders of 
militaria! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO Box 693, Dept. 
SF-11, Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/O) 


NUTSI THE BATTLE OF BASTOGNE may be history, but a 
Military Exchange classified ad will grab those militaria collec¬ 
tors you want to reach today! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO 
Box 693, Dept. SF-11, Boulder, CO 60306. (114-T/O) 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly lists. BPEC, Dept. 1285, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 
90720. (112-lt)_ 

KNUCKS — Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi¬ 
num. $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, PO Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (108-tc) 

NEW CATALOG from the publishers of the ACTION LIBRA¬ 
RY! Get the best new books on martial arts, survival, weaponry 
and more! Send $1 to PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-LPD, 
Boulder, CO 80306. (112) 


GUARANTEED 
10 YEARS! 


196 


The knife .for hunting, 
fishing and all around 
use. Mirror polished^ 
sharp stainless > 
steel blade, 


Opens with 
_> flick of finger 
and automatically locks 


SIZE 
CLOSED 
III ■ 3"-51.96 
4 "-$2.96 
_5"-S3.96 

Sturdy Leather Belt 
Cases SI.25 ea. 


Rugged^ 


into position. Press button in handle to close. Safety 


^ finger guard. Sure-grip black handle. IF BROKEN WITHIN 10 
YEARS WE WILL REPLACE AT NO CHARGE! Use 30days, money 


days, 

back if not pleased. Add 99c postage & handling but ORDER ANY 
KNIVES 4 WE SHIP FREE. ORDER TODAY Midwest Knife Co., Dept C-2211, 
9043 S- Western Ave.. Chicago, III. 60620. Mail orders only. OUR 49th YEAR. 


30 DAY MONEY BACK OFFER 


REFLECTIONS OF VIETNAM! What it means to have been 
there. Powerful non-fiction. The best article ever written for and 
about the Vietnam Veteran. Awesome reading! A keepsake in 
booklet form. RANGER PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 1355, Oma¬ 
ha, NE 68101. $5. (109) 

RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN War/Hunling books un- 
obtainable In USA. Write: GALAGO PUBLISHING, PO Box 
404, Alberton 1450 SOUTH AFRICA. Free catalog. (110 R) 

BADGES. Custom made — your specifications. Huge selec¬ 
tion. Giant catalog, $5 (refundable). CROWN, 878A Jackman, 
El Cajon, CA 92020. (1Q9-2) 


REGIMENTAL INSIGNIA & WEAPONRY 

SAS • RAF • BLACK WATCH 
PA A A • AM • CAMEAONS 

ASDG • AN • GUARDS etc. 



Import Catalog $2.00 
BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 

Deportment-4 

P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 


“BUSH JUMPER” 



Regulation Size & Weight 

$095 

Z EA. 
POSTAGE PAID 

Also Available: 

USMC "BUSH RECON " (Gold Plate) 
USAF "BUSH PILOT" (Silver Plate) 
USN “BUSH SUBMARINER' 
(Silver or Gold Plate) 


IfnPO BOX 3865 

GASTONIA, N.C. 28054 

ALLOW 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 


BECOME A GUN DEALER!— professionally prepared kit in¬ 
cludes official forms, covers licensing, purchasing, records - 
EVERYTHING! Lists HUNDREDS of top wholesalers. 
GUARANTEED! $4.95. BUSINESS CONSULTANTS, PO Box 
1232-SOF, Uniontown, PA 15401. (110) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage: McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF86-K, Honolu- 
lu. HI 96806. (110) _ 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws, both $4. Police catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, PO Box 
882, New York, NY 10150. (109)_ 

BOUNTY HUNTERS, over 100 MILLION DOLLARS in RE¬ 
WARDS AVAILABLE. Free information write: BOUNTY 
HUNTERS, Suite 413, 1251 South Reynolds, Toledo, OH 
43615. (112) 


SURVIVAL 

KNIFE 


GUARANTEED 10 YEARS 


DISCOUNT SALE! For the outdoorsman. A knife, 
saw, hatchet, fish scaler and hammer. 
Rugged 9V2” knife, 5” blade. 



LAMINATED 

leather handle. 

Rich leather belt 
sheath contains honing 
stone, feg ties. Imported. 

IF BROKEN WITHIN 10 YEARS WE WILL REPLACE FREE! Use 
30 days, if not pleased return for refund. REGULARLY $14.95. 


NOW ONLY $7.95 PLUS $1.95 delivery. Send $9.90 today! 

MIDWEST KNIFE CO., Depl. S-3311, 9043 S. Western Ave., 
Chicago, IL 6062a Mall ortfero only. Otr 48th year. (312) 445-6166 
SPECIAL —2 knives $184)0 pn*x*l 


ISRAELI MILITARY INSIGNIAS, ranks, campaign ribbons 
and decorations. Send $1 for catalogue or $12 for sample of 4 
insignias. ISRAEL MILITARY PRODUCTS. PO Box 30309, 
Tel Aviv, 61302 ISRAEL. (Ill) _ 

RHODESIAN CAMO T-SHIRTS, world famous “BRUSH” Pat¬ 
tern $16 ppd. A.H.A.. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (109-7) 


HIGHLY DETAILED 
COLORED BUCKLES 

$8.75 be. 

(fits 1 Vs” to 1 3 /4 belts) 

Add $1.75 Postage & Ins. 

PA residents add 6% sales tax. 

ItV’ Sculpted belt, 

antique brown (genuine leather), 

$11.75 each 

Please give waist size_ 



R.G.R. DISTRIBUTORS 

125 Rock St., Hughestown, PA 16640 

I enclose_far_ 

Brochure. SORRY NO C.O.O.s 
10 Day Money Back Guarantee 
Name _ 

Address - 

City_ 

State-Zip- 

Or send $2 00 lor color brochure 
(deductable with 1st order) 



SWISS COMPASS WATCH — precision engineered, 100 
meter water-resistant with built-in compass. Send for free 
brochure: PROSPEC, Dept. C62710, PO Box 1000, Kings 
Parle, NY 11754. (110-KEY) 
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SPECIAL FORCES HANDBOOK: 214 pages reduced to 
pocket-size cover. Tactics, demolitions, air operations, 
weapons, first aid, communications, survival and more. A must 
for wilderness operations. $11.95 ppd. GROUND ZERO, PO 
Box 335A, Croton, OH 43013. (109-1)_ 


ORIGINAL CIA BLACK BOOK of improvised weapons, 2 
giant volumes reduced to pocket-size. GROUND ZERO, PO 
Box 335A, Croton, OH 43013. (109-2) _ 

MILITARY SURPLUS, urban camo, military pistol and assault 
rifle magazine, Steiner military binoculars and much more! 
Navy blue watch caps, new $2.99 pd., Gl gas mask bags, VGC 
$2.50 ppd. Send $1 (refundable) for 30-page catalog. WY- 
LAND’S, PO Box 22493, Beachwood, OH 44122-0493. (109) 

SCOPES, BINOCULARS, EYEWEAR— Steiner, Swarovski, 
Zeiss, Kahles, Bushnell, B&L, Ray-ban, others. FREE catalog. 
REC-OPTIKS, 905 West Kilgore, Kalamazoo, Ml 49008. (110) 

IS IT TRUE you can buy Jeeps for $44 through the US Govern¬ 
ment? Get the facts todayl Call (312) 742-1142, ext. 331-A. 

(109) _ 

EXOTIC ELECTRONIC DEVICES (Lasers, Security and sur¬ 
veillance). Plans, kits and parts, catalog $2. F&P ENTER- 
PR1SES, Box 51272, Palo Alto, CA 94303-C. (Ill) _ 

NEED ONE-TIME REMAIL SERVICE? We will forward your 
stamped letter for $1. No questions asked. Full remail sen/ice 
also available, send SASE for info. HELICON, Boc 4, Murrells 
Inlet, SC 29576. (110) _ 

DISARMAMENT IS SURRENDER— bumper sticker (& 
things). Send $2 contribution to — AMERICAN DEFENSE 
LEAGUE, 953 East Colorado Blvd., Suite 407, Pasadena, CA 
91106. (109)_ 


CHINA IS OPEN— Chinese Circle Boxing revealed. Powerful 
influence. 50-page illustrated text. Send $4.95 to: SCOUT 
CAMPBELL, PO Box 16360, Philadelphia, PA 19114. (109) 



High Quality 
50/50 Foly/Cottcm I 
w/ Black on Grey) 

$8.05 

■ r — i r^each j 


Specify The \\ 
Shirt No. And\i- 
Size. S,M,L&XL. 
Send Payment To 


Design Ent. Inc. 
P.O.Box 810 
Mont p e 11 e r 
Vermont 05602 



WE HAVE THINGS FOR SALE that can’t be advertised in this 
magazine. Catalog $1. PO Box 1881, Murfreesboro, TN 
37133. (110) _ 

MILITARY MEDALS & DECORATIONS, bought/sold/traded. 
Current list $1; subscription $6. VERNON, Box 1387SF, N. 
Baldwin, NY 11510 (VISA/MASTERCARD). (110) 

EAST GERMAN ID “AUSWEIS” cards in Russian/German 
with red Soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. Origin un¬ 
known. $6. D. EWING, Box 993, Montpelier, VT. (109) 


RANGER-AIRBORNE-BODYGUARD training catalog and in¬ 
formation, $4 ($6 foreign). CSTC, 2100 North Broadway, Ste. 
37, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (110) 



CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND TESTS, OR MAKES CALLS 
MADE OF RUGGED, NON-REFLECTIVE BLACK RUBBER 


With Shipping & Ins. Paid 

<£ Q r CASH, CHECK, MONEY ORDER 

<4>oD VISA MASTERCARD * 

'Send card nu mber and expiration da te 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 

• Battery powered Field Phones • Sound powered Field Phones 

• Telephones and Books on Telephones 

CATALOG: $1.00 (U.S.) 

V l^t - American' 

109 Fire Lane, N. Cape May, NJ 08204 


FREE CATALOGI Army Navy Surplus, collectable WWII 
items, Nazi regalia, medals, flags, weapons. Send 4—22-cent 
stamps postage: AMMO DUMP, 2607 Hennepin, No. 430, 
Minneapolis, MN 55408. (Ill) _ 

KNIVES; KABER $26; USMC combat knife $18; British com¬ 
mando $23; Gurkha Kukri $18; all new; postpaid in 48 states 
with MO, COD post charges collect. GETTEMEYER, 1053 St. 
Peters & Cottlevilie Rd., St. Peters, MO 63376. (109) 

BOOKS — MANUALS. All subjects - publishers. Discounted. 
Huge catalog - $1. CROWN, 878A Jackman, El Cajon, CA 
92020. (109-3)_ 


RANDALL’S 110 MODELS, Al Mar, A.G. Russell, Brewer, 
Buck, Cold Steel, Explorer, Frost, Gerber, Jungle King, Ker¬ 
shaw, Lakota, Leatherman, Pacific, Puma, Swiss Army 
Knives, Western, Lansky, DMT, CATALOG $2. FOSTER’S 
BOOKS AND BLADES, PO Box 12819-SOF, Winston-Salem, 
NC 27117. (Ill)_ 


U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 

1940 through Vietnam 
Large Catalog, $1 

SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples, FL 33939-3133 


LRRP—WILDERNESS SKILLS, survival courses. Adventure 
treks. $1 for information. BOLD ADVENTURERS, USA, Dept. 
SOF, PO Box 873, Rome, NY 13440. (109) _ 

ARMY SURPLUS AND MORE. Complete line Army surplus, 
gun accessories, knives, police, ninja, and survival supplies. 
Send $1 (refundable) for price list. HUGH WADE’S OAK- 
SHIRE PLACE, Hiway 51 South, Union City, TN 38261. (901) 
885-6851. (108) 


^ ADVENTURER S JEWELRY 


The Original LION'S CLAW v 

PENDANT ^ 

A Genuine LARGE LION S CLAW, Polished 

& Capped In NUGGET CARVED, SOLID 

STEHLING SILVER or SOLID 14K GOLD — 
Like The One You’ve Always Wanted. 

STERLING S 89.95 (Add 5“H Shipping 

14 K S229.95 & Insurance) 

f c 0L°R | Phone Orders: (512) 697-6900 I ! 
CATALOG. 1 - ■ 1 

S3.00 C»TTIE_BAR0N_ 



MAIL PRIVACY! Confidential mail forwarding/remaillng. For 
details write: POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84111, (112) _ 

OWN YOUR OWN MOUNTAIN CAMPSITE. 20 miles from 
Reno, Nevada. THIS IS NOTATIMESHARE. Only $300 each. 
In 100 mountainous acres. GEMINI WILDERNESS, 1355 N. 
McCarran, Reno, NV 89512. (Ill-It) _ 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE Gl — Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S 
ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-811, 1660 Eubank NE, Albu¬ 
querque, NM 87112. (105) _ 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES— 25% off list prices. Also USAF 
NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine! Toll-free ordering and 
immediate shipment. Send self-addressed stamped envelope 
for free brochure. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-911, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (105) 


r video wammm 

VIDEO SURVEILLANCE 


Convert your video recorder into a security or 
covert surveillance system. Mini mike & camera 
defy detection. Free information. 

TRULOCK VIDEO SERVICES 

iburon , CA 94920 

GOTCHA W 

CAMOUFLAGE T1ES1 A must for every well-dressed out- 
doorsman. Genuine military-issue woodland doth. Choose: 
pointed end or straight fold...$9.95 each; 2 for $18.95. Add 
shipping: $2 1st tie; 2 or more $3. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY 
GOODS, Dept. A-311, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 
87112. (105) _ 

REGULATION INSIGNIA: All Military branches and Police. All 
genuine, over 1,000 items: rank, wings, badges, mini-medals, 
NASA patches, military goods, plus much much more. Catalog 
$2. KAUFMAN’S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-511, 1660 
Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (105) 


98 Main St, Pent 215, 1 




TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 

Record telephone conversations In your ohice or 
home. Connects between any cassette or tape 
^ recorder and your telephone line. Stans auto- 

maticairy when phone is answered. Records both 
sides ol conversation. Stops recorder when 
sirtlcu.m. phone (s hung up . 

«ta- 
+ oo 

5^8 

tTJ £*4 

S»c38 

112 

Iff 


$ each 01) OK tm 


Super Powerful 

FM TRANSMITTER 

\ Many limes more powerful man other transmiters. 

\ Transmits up to * mite to any FM rade -Easy to 
Assemble Kl - up to 9V battery (not kid.) 

For catalog ol Transmeters, Vote Sc ram bte rs and 

1 *1other specialty items, enclose S2.00 to USI Corp 

2-3 

inZ£ 

CiJ 

8 ?ri 

1 


STAND IN THE DOORI And be prepared to buy, sell or trade 
your militaria ASAP when you advertise in The Military Ex¬ 
change! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO Box 693, Dept 
SF-11, Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/O)_ 



PERSONAL 

SURVIVAL 



Survival books - Self defense books - 
Knives - Silent arms • Exotic weapons 
-FREE survival tips: Send $1.00 to 

DEFENSE CATALOG 
BOX 30309, DEPT. SF 
PHOENIX. AZ 85046 


VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, Dl pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT- 
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (115) _ 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Send $1 for a color catalog to 
ACE FIREWORKS, PO Box 221, Dept F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (115-lt) _ 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY —Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd., Rushing, NY 
11354. (Ill-It)_ 


BRITISH MILITARIA, Authentic collectibles from the 1800’s to 
date. Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines, Parachute Regiment, S.A.S., Insignia, Head- 
wear, Badges, Uniforms, Medais, Boer War Helmets, etc. 
Send $3 for catalog. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD., Dept A., 
2113 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (119-lt) 



I***III W*\ JU$ 

MILITARY MEDALS 

WORLD WAR fi * KOREA * VIETNAM 




Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons, 
Badges, Fine Display Cases, Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded yo u or your family. Guaranteed! 
o FREE CATALOG! o 


WRITE TODAY! ► MEDALS, BOX 16279 SF 

FT HARRISON P.0. INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46216-9998 


“NUKE THE BASTARDS!”. Bumper sticker, $2. T-shirt $7.95. 
P.W., Dept. SF, PO Box 709, Pmdenville, Ml 48651. (109) 

FREE DETAILS: How to make $100/day buying, selling scrap 
gold, silver in your area. RECYCLING, Box 11216SF, Reno, 
NV 89510-1216. (110) 



YOUTOO LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 
CAN BE A or CIVIL INVESTIGATOR 
HIGH EARNINGSI Learn about opportunities in LAW 
ENFORCEMENT! 

YOU may be eligible to train at home for a career in LAW 
ENFORCEMENT or CIVIL INVESTIGATION. Enjoy GOV¬ 
ERNMENT WORK, HIGH PAY, SECURITY, PEN¬ 
SIONS, PAID VACATIONS, SICK LEAVE, PROMO¬ 
TIONAL OPPORTUNITIES, and FAMILY PROTEC¬ 
TION that these Law Enforcement jobs offer. 

Rush INFORMATION (no obligation) howl may train fora 
career as a Peace Officer or Private Detective. DepL of 
Quatifications-Peace Officer Training Service, P.Q. Box 
185, Hope Mills, NC 28348. 

Name ___ __ 

Street Address _ ___ 

City_State_ZjjD_ 


COVERT NEWS — newsletter. $10 year, $13 overseas, $2 
sample. Money orders only to: SCANNING UNLIMITED, PO 
Box 14571, West Allis, Wl 53214. (109) _ 

LEARN HOWTO FIND "Missing" people for banks, hospitals, 
attorneys. Our complete, easy to understand training manual 
shows you how. Make money full or part-time, $79.95. 
NATIONAL LOCATORS, INC., 5100 West 164th Street, Suite 
21, Cleveland, OH 44142. (109) _ 

WHERE’S THE MONEY? Are Defense stocks depression 
proof? List of Defense Contractors. $2. PO Box 6047, San 
Rafael, CA 94903, (109) _ 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS. Big money, adventure, learn 
how. PO Box 1132Y, Doylestown, PA 18901. (115)_ 
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BEST GUN DEALER KITI Applications, instructions, “Guide,” 
wholesalers, $4 (refundable). ALLIED, Drawer 5070FN, Glen- 
dale, AZ 85312. (109-1)_ 

SOUTH AFRICAN ANTI-TERRORIST OPERATIONS MANU¬ 
AL — the basic reference and training manual of South African 
military units in South West Africa. Every aspect of operations 
against rural terrorists employing unconventional tactics is 
covered. x 11, softcover, illus., 248 pp. Send $18 ppd to: 
PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-MPD, Boulder, CO 80306. 
009) 


★ TRAIN WITH THE BEST ★ 

^ New, professional, resident military ★ 

★ training program available ★ 

• State of the Art Tactics/Weapons 

• SF Trained Instructors • Bi-Lingual 

THE REGIMENT, LTD. / P.0. Box 32 / Fort Mill, SC 29715 
Send SASE for Brochure 

_ Sand S5.00 for complete Program of Instruction _ 


BIG MAPS OF ANYPLACE! Thousands colorful topographic- 
s, charts. Catalog $3 (refundable). ALLIED, Box 5070FD, 
Glendale, AZ 85312. (109-2)_ 

MILITARY SURPLUS— chemical warfare equipment, military 
clothing, equipment, decorations, manuals. Self-addressed 
stamped (39 cents) envelope for catalog. J.R. SALES, Box 
4253F, Lancaster, CA 93539-4253. (110) 


si 

Gl SUPPLY R.R.#1BOX 782 Dept s“ 
AUGUSTA,N J.07822 

SSUE / -- 1 ; ) U.S. LARGE COMBAT 

ffeL FIELD PACK 

-inn # WITH FRAME UC2 -alici pac«j 



Send 51.00 
For 200 Item Catalog! 

$201-875-3252® 


SPECIAL 

Original and current Gl issue Long Range Special 
Mission Model has a lotal of 6 outside pockets. 
'D' rings inside the main compartment to shorten 
pack if not filled to capacity. Our pack is complete 
with Gl Frame straps, Kidney Belt, etc. Rip Stop 
0,0. Nylon will carry 70 lbs. easy. 

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Money Older, personal 
checks or Visa 5 Master Card gladly accepted, NO 
COOT All merchandise is 10Wi guaranteed. Residents 
ot Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico add lor shipping. 


SECRET CIA NICARAGUAN Guerrilla Warfare Manual. In 
English. “GREAT HOOPLA!" Get your copy today. Only 
$12.50. D’ FRENCH, 621 -B South 3rd Avenue, Walla Walla, 
WA 99362. (109)_ 

VIETNAM MAPS, set ot 15 plus Patrol “Quads" catalog- $5.95 
(refundable). ALLIED, Box 5070FG, Glendate, AZ 85312. 
(109-3)__ 

DISCREET MAIL FORWARDING and telephone message 
retrieval. Services tailored to individual needs. EXECUTIVE 
ADDRESSES, 1616 - 17th Street, Suite M-76, Denver, CO 
80202. Ph: (303) 628-5465. (109)_ 

BULLETPROOFING! "Make body armor, T-shirts," $3. BUL¬ 
LETPROOFING WALLS" (cheap), $3. “Make bulletproof 
glass,” $3. ALL THREE $7! ALLIED, Box 5070FH, Glendale, 
AZ 85312. (109-4)__ 

“M-7S SURVIVAL KNIFE made to US Government specitica- 
tions that’s been field tested from Iwo Jima to Grenada. Send 
$49.95 plus $2 for UPS to — KNIVES, Rt. 2, Box 174, New 
Ulm, MN 56073.” (109-1) 


“U.S. ARMY GUERRILLA WARFARE” 

(FM 31-21 — Large Edition) 

NOW ONLY $7.00 Postpaid 

Free book catalog on request 
Send Cash, Check or M.O. to; 

“THE GREAT KEN HALE” 

P.O. Box 395, McDonald, Ohio 44437-0395 

No personal checks, please. _ 


THE LEGENDARY SILVER BULLET with your name on it! A 
beautiful solid silver .30 cal. bullet engraved with your name. 
Made to hang from a necklace, dogtags, or key ring. ONLY $33 
plus $1 P&H. Send check or money order to: KNARF ENTER¬ 
PRISES. PO Box 325, West Chicago, IL 60185. (112) 


YES! 

Please put my name on the 
Soldier of Fortune mailing list. 

Name_-_ 

Address-- 

City,State,7.1p- 

Send to: SOF Exchange, P.O. Box 687, 
Boulder, CO 80306_ 


Vietnam Veterans Memorial 



16" x 20" color, glossy print. Royalties go to WMF. Fact 
sheet and autographed poem “Cold, Stone Man" included. 
$14.95 or 2 orders $25. 

Memorial Print, Dept. F, P.O. Box 3412, Frederick, MD 21701 


“TELL THEM HOW YOU FEEL by wearing a full color belt 
buckle.‘Death From Above’, ‘Kill ‘Em All’, ‘Let God Sort Em 
Out’, ‘Expect No Mercy’, ‘I’d Rather Be Killing Communists'. 
Your choice $12 per buckle. Send to: Buckles, Rt. 2, Box 174, 
New Ulm, MN 56073.” (109-2)_ 

USA/USSR MILITARY, survival and weapons manuals! The 
"good” stuff! Catalog $2 (refundable). ALLIED, Box 507GFT, 
Glendale. AZ 85312. (109-5)_ 

US MILITARY KNIVES. 1860-1973. $2 for current list, retund- 
able. If you don’t want mine, SELL ME YOURS. MARTIN, Box 
725062, Atlanta, GA 30339. (109) _ 

AGENT ORANGE and firebase map FREE to Vietnam Vets. 
Send SASE. ALLIED, Box5070FP, Glendale, AZ85312. (109- 
6)_ 

COMBAT TERRORISM1 Tired of terrorism against the US? 
Then wear our T-shirt! Shows Khadafy being hung with gun to 
his head. Caption: “COMBAT TERRORISM!... KILL A TER¬ 
RORIST TODAY!" $10 each, postpaid. S,M,L,XL. JSM PROD- 
UCTS, Dept. B.. PO Box 116, Bayside, NY 11361. (109) 


THAI T1GERSTRIPE JUNGLE SUITS, THE BEST!!! Worn by 
Elite Forces in Vietnam and in the movie “GREEN BERETS,” 
3-pocket shirts, 7-pocket pants $68 per suit. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. VISA & MASTERCARD 
ACCEPTED! (109-1) _ 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE! Bugging devices, electronic 
timers, transmitters, phone taps, and more! Catalog No. 1-A, 
$1, refundable with order. CAS ELECTRONICS, 1559-J Amar 
Road, Suite 457, West Covina, CA 91792. (112)_ 

BILL BAGWELL’S finest custom Damascus 10” Skull head 
dagger, 8 V 4 " Damascus Riverboat Bowie, 8” Damascus fight¬ 
er. Randall attack No. 14 stainless, and Crawford. Call (1-201) 
743-4158 between 7-9 PM EST. (110)_ 

REMAIL SERVICE. Confidential! Letters only one dollar round 
trip. Street address or box. WILSON, PO Box 22, Amherst, OH 
44001, (113)_ 

NEW: GERMAN MARCHES ON CASSETTES: ARMY, 
NAVY, STORMTROOPER, $9.95 each. Set of all 7 —$49.50. 
Send SASE for free list. HAMMER, PO Box 1393-SFH, Col¬ 
umbus, IN 47201. (Ill) 



The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 



* More “muzzle” energy than some .22 cal. cartridges. 


* Shoots 184 gr. lead ball (50 cal.) 200 ft. per sec. 

* Over 300 yard range. 

* Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, 

cat, dog, fox, badger, even coyote. 

* Shoots 50 cal. holes clear thru 1/4" plywood. 

* Up to 50 lb. draw (can you pull it ?) 

Slingshot with 4 extra power bands: 120- 
Extra power bands: *3- per set. Ammo-.ty- per lb. 
Daolar Inqulri** 60 -Day 

Welcome Monay-bocW Guarontaa 

Will Send C.O.D. 702,361-8341 
Ron Sinclair 279 E. Warm Spriin Rd. Las Vetat, Hi. 19123 


ADOLPH HITLER WW II on Cassette Tape. A 
thrilling new story on Reich Fuhrer right up to 
his death in the bunker. ONLY S10.95. 

Send $10,95 Cash. Check or M.O,. 

ED’S MAILORDER 

P.O. Box 909 
Glendale, AZ 85311-0909 



SPY GUIDEI Simplified intelligence manual for attack/defense 
reports, $5.95. ALLIED, Box 5070FS, Glendale. AZ 85312. 
(109-7)_ 

BECOME GUN DEALER — FREE INFORMATION! Apply 
right first time. Send SASE now. ALLIED, Box 5070FR, Glen¬ 
dale, AZ 85312. (109-8) 



LIKE THE SLING 


THE DAVID SLING I 

I 
I 

ONLY I 

2® 5 I 

(Prepaid) | 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 


WTH 


Use 30 Days 
At Our Risk 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 
Super powerful David Sling, 
The Ultimate survival and 

hunting weapon. Made of the toughest leather. Can be 
kept in pocket or worn around head. Incredible 600' 
range, turns rocks into deadly projectiles. Hunt birds 
out of the air, kill varments large and small. NOT A TOY. 
Astound friends, great for Hunters, Farmers, Campers, 
Backpackers or any Sportsman. Comprehensive 
instruction book included. Send $12.95 + $2.00 for 
P&H to PHL CORP. Ohio res. add 6% Sales Tax. 


PHL CORP. S 


|^4MSTATERD^PARMA, OH 44134 • (216)^414404j 


STREETFIGHTER’S HANDBOOK — Never let a bully back 
you down. Learn to use your fear as a weapon against your 
tormentor. Send $3.95 plus $1.05 to: Box 17278, Mpls, MN 
55417. (110)_ 

WHOLESALE LISTINGS: First Aid/Medical; Field Gear; 
Manuals; Document Copies. Approximate 500 items, all Gl in 
origin, $2. Small dealers, FOREIGN ORDERS. WELCOME. 
NO JUNK!! MILITARY MARKETING, INC., Box 720024, At- 
lanta, GA 30358-2024. (110)_ 

FRENCH CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, current issue of For¬ 
eign Legion F-1, “LIZARD” pattern camo, 4-pocket jacket & 
pants NEW $68. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. MAS¬ 
TERCARD & VISA ACCEPTED! (109-4) 



Sub — Iron Cross — Wound 

Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. #1 or #2 (state choice). We have most 
complete s tock of W.W. #2 German badges-caps-flags, 
etc. in U.S. 

Postpai^SentfreewithanyorqeirL^^^^^ 

W.W. n Ltd. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 

postpaid. • German War 


INTERNATIONAL BLACK BELT ASSOC, is the answer to 
the recognition you need. Send $4.95 and SASE for mem¬ 
bership card and international registration number. IBBA, 9641 
Fernwood Drive. Suite F-139, Olmsted Fails, OH 44138. (110) 

ARMY RADIOS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack Radio, compact, 
transmits-receives 46-54 MHz FM, with batlery box, antenna, 
crystal: $17.50 a piece, $32.50/pair. PRC-510 Backpack Radio 
(Canadian version of PRC-10), transmits, receives 38-55 MHz 
FM continuous tuning, with battery box, antenna: $34.50 a 
piece. $67.50/pair. Factory mint PRC-9 Backpack Radio: 
$47.50 a piece, $67.50 with good condition battery box, anten¬ 
na. Factory mint R-108 Vehicle/Field Receiver, 20-28 MHz FM: 
$27,50. 45-day replacement guarantee. Add $4.50/unit ship¬ 
ping. BAYTRONICS, Dept. SOF, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 
44870. (109) 
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INVENTIONS, IDEAS, new products wanted! Presentation to 
industry/national exposition. Call toll-free 1-800-528-6050. In 
Canada, 1-800-528-6060. Ext. 831. (113)_ 

PRIVACY—CONFIDENTIAL MAIL. Forwarding/receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available. SASE, 
books. MAIL DROP, Box 18039-SF11, Ortando, FL 32860. 

(113) 


COMBAT GLASSES 

fits under gas & scuba mask 
,f • accepts prescription lenses 

Frame w/prescriptlon 
Frame only: tense*: 

$24.95 PP d S $49.95 PP d. 

1-800-255-1382, art. 85 /1710 S. HMaWe / Wichtta, KS 67211 


FIREWORKS— Firecrackers, Rockets, Roman Candles, 
much more! Low prices. Highest quality. Shipped year-round 
to all states. Illustrated catalog— $1. EAGLE FIREWORKS, 
Dept. 3K, Box 800, Clackamas, OR 97015. (110-lt) 

SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31-20. FIVE SEPARATE TAPES. Tape 1: Intelligence & 
Psychological Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning; 3: Air Op- 
erations-Communications; 4: Water Operations-Communica- 
tions; 5: Demolition-Engineering-Medical Aspects of SF Op¬ 
erations. VHS only, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping & han¬ 
dling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP, 316 California Ave., Ste 206, 
Reno, NV 89509. (Ill-It) 



BUSHPILOT WINGS 

$5.95 RHODIUM 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE 

P.O. Box 20378 • Dallas, TX 75220 


INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, 1986 listing of 
camouflage uniforms & equipment from around the world 
ONLY 50 cents. I.M.S., Box21606, Denver, CO 80221, (109-2) 

NUCLEAR RADIATION? SURVIVEI Build detector with 
household materials. 13 pages - detailed instructions $5. Nuc¬ 
lear targeted communities in USA! Report reveals dangerous 
and safe refuges $3. COLLECTOR’S, Box 0215, Allentown. 
PA 18105. (Ill) 


GOLD DOG TAGS 

Turn your treasured Dog 
Tags into a unique piece of 
fine jewelry. Finest quality 
24 karat electroplated for 
beautiful finish & durabili¬ 
ty. Makes a great gift! Only 
$19.95 each, two for 
$34.95. Exact duplicates 
$24.95, plus $3 p&h. We 
are offering a special price 
on a gold filled custom 
chain for only $23.95. Send tag(s) and check or money 
order to: Custom Electro Plating, Dept. F, P.O. Box 347, 
Dumont, N.J. 07628. Call (201) 384-7442 for volume 
discount. Write or call for Free Full Line Brochure. 


MURPHY’S LAWS OF COMBAT OPERATIONS: dozens of 
entertaining, thought-provoking maxims on 24x36 illustrated 
poster in tube mailer. For Veteran, enthusiast alike. Send 
$6.95 postpaid to: ARCLIGHT, Box 5817G-SF1, Suite 1045, 
Houston, TX 77258. MONEY BACK IF NOT DELIGHTED. 
(114-KEY) _ 

ATTENTION MARINES! See our large selection of hats, T- 
shirts, and sportswear with bold insignias of the Corps! Free 
brochure available. BULLDOG HAT COMPANY, Suite 301, 
6278 N. Federal Hwy, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308. (Ill) 

TIGERSTRIPE CAMOUFLAGE BERETS, worn by Elite 
Forces in Nam $18, with S.E.A.L Crest $25. with Special 
Forces Crest $24. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
(109-5) _ 

WE DESIGN AND HANDMAKE very unusual precious metal 
jewelry and rings such as SKULLS, DRAGONS, CREA¬ 
TURES, COBRAS, DEMONS, and some military. Send $2 for 
brochure. ACTION DESIGN, PO Box 8372, Pine Bluff, AR 
71611. (Ill) 


MILITARY HISTORY 

ON VIDEOCASSETTES 

See military history as it happened! World 
War I through the Falkland! campaign. The 
other side of World War lh original German 
combat newsreels and features of the great 
bottles. Rare Allied Army and Air Force documentaries. Also Korea, Vietnam, 
and contemporary Soviet Army. Over 300 titles reproduced from original source 
materials. BetafVHS, also PAL Standard. Reasonable prices, fast service. Write 
or phone for free illustrated catalog. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, 
Box 39035, Chicago, Illinois 60629, Phone 3I2-436-B05 1. 


—KIMBERTAL— 

The Most Sought alter Name in 

Doberman Pinschers 
and Rottweilers 

Champ.-sired pups bred for 
superior size, conformation, 
impeccable disposition. 

FULL HEALTH & TEMPERAMENT 
GUARANTEES 

-SHIPPfNO WORLDWIDE- 

American Express, -Visa 
and Master Charge 

KIMBERTAL KENNELS 

RFD1 Kimberton, Penna. 19442 5-932-4982 or 933-3600 

M26 “LEMON” GRENADES $8.50, Mk2 “Pineapple" gre¬ 
nades $8, M33 “Baseball" grenades $8.50. All have moving 
parts, INERT. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221. (109-3) 

WWII RELICS! Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd.. Collector’s 
Armoury! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog, $5 (refundable). RELICS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (Ill) 


WEAPONS INSTRUCTOR 

Top quality baseball style cap. 

One size fits all. ‘‘WEAPONS IN¬ 
STRUCTOR” printed on front; 
camouflage net back. 

Only *6.50 postpaid 
CUSTOM CAPS Dept. SF 
P.O. Box 654 — Randallstown, MD 21133 
Money back if not delighted 


GENUINE U.S. MEDALS— Collect/U.S./Foreign Decorations. 
FASCINATING NEW HOBBY. Silver Star— $50; Bronze 
Star— $35; Armed Forces Expeditionary— $15; Vietnam Ser¬ 
vice— $15; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar— $35; Add 
stamp in trade and $4 postage. Most other medals available. 
SASE FOR FREE LIST MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples 
Road, Brookline, MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (117-lt) 

REMAIL1NG: West Germany. $2 includes postage. Confiden¬ 
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Brochure $1. TWG, Post- 
fach 1515, 6460-M Gelnhausen, West Germany. (112) 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MIL1TARIA COLLECTORS REGIMEN- 

TAL Insignia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc., of 
Elite British/Scottish Regiments, SAS, Para, Guards, etc., and 
RAF. Also Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. 
Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO 
Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (109-tc) _ 

FIREWORKS— fun, safe, patriotic; top quality, lowest prices, 
illustrated catalogue $1 (refundable). PYRO-SONIC DE¬ 
VICES, Box 711-S16, Grand Haven, Ml 49417. (112) 
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• POW/MIA UPDATE — This is one 
issue we won’t let go of until it’s re¬ 
solved. SOF stays on the front lines 
of the POW/MIA battle with SOF 
Associate Editor Jim Pate’s con¬ 
tinuing investigation of the Army’s 
Central Identification Lab. We’ve 
shown that the CIL's methods of 
identifying remains of U.S. service¬ 
men recovered from Vietnam are un¬ 
sound; now what are they trying to 
cover up? Or is the Army’s own in¬ 
vestigation being stopped at the 
highest levels of government? We'll 
tell you next month. 

• CHRISTIAN SAILORS — Ride 
with the navy of the Lebanese Forces 
as they patrol the Mediterranean 
coast in search of Muslim terrorists 
and clandestine arms shipments. 
The task is not an easy one—secret 
arms drops at night on the coast of 
Muslim-held west Beirut and infiltrat¬ 
ing Palestinian terrorists keep the 
Christian navy on the move. How 
good are they? Find out in next 
month’s SOF. 


• SEALS IN VIETNAM — Everyone 
knows that the U.S. Navy SEALs 
came out of the Vietnam War with a 
reputation for fierceness and tenac¬ 
ity. But what about some of the indi¬ 
vidual exploits that led to that reputa¬ 
tion? SOF will tell you about Petty 
Officer Frank Thornton and how he 
won five Bronze Stars and one Silver 
Star during fighting in the Mekong 
Delta. 

• THE LATEST IN MIGS — The 

Soviets have done something new. 
Instead of cloaking their newest 
weapons in secrecy, Moscow has put 
the latest Soviet fighter aircraft, the 
MiG-29 Fulcrum, on display for the 
world to see. SOF gives you statistics 
on the performance and capabilities 
of this new jet. 

• BOAT BUSTERS — Fly back to 
World War M’s Pacific Theater in a 
Marine Corps PBJ and scan the is¬ 
lands for Japanese shipping. SOF re¬ 
counts what it was like to swoop in and 
kill merchant ships in the fight to rid the 
Pacific of Japanese invaders. 
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Available with 
or without 
sawteeth 


1/4" thick blade 
Full tang - J \3%" overall 
Dupont Hypalon handle 
Cordura jump sheath 
Diamond sharpening stone 
Jeweled compass 






Bolt-Action 
Exchange Blade" 



Gerber's knife for all reasons! Easily inter- 
changable stainless blades (.125" thickness), 
Bolt-Action " lock, lightweight (3.4 oz. with 2 
blades, 4.5 oz. with 3 blades) and portable 
(JW maximum open length, 4V4" closed). 
The included Ballistic Cloth sheaths are de¬ 
signed to piggyback on the BMF sheath, 
creoting the Ultimate Survivol System. 


#7023 $34. 00 

Drop-point ond Saw blades; Retails ot $42.50 


#7024 $39. 50 

Drop-point Saw and Hunter blodes; Retails 
at $49.50 

#7026 $43. 50 

Drop-point Saw and Skinner blades; Retails ot 
$54.50 


f Leatherman ] 

Pocket Survival Tool 



STRENGTH 

■ Needlenase Pliers 

■ Regular Pliers 

■ Wire Cutters 

■ Knife Blade 

■ Ruler 

■ Can BoMle Opener 

■ Large Screwdriver 

■ Small Screwdriver 

■ Phillips Screwdriver 

■ File Saw 

■ Awl Punch 


$29 95 

RETAIL $45 00 


■ 4" Closed - 5 Ounces 

■ 100% Stainless 

■ 25 Year Warranty 

■ Sheath Included 



For the Best Buys in Fine Knives ... 

ORDERS ONLY; VISA, MASTERCARD & COD - INFORMATION AND CUSTOMER SERVICE, PHONE 1-208-343-7640 


1 - 800 - 231-1272 


Pacific Cutlery 

RETAIL 

OUR PRICE 

#720 Fer-De-Lance 

$120.00 

$84.95 

#770Timba 

Kuzan Oda Tantos 

#750 Premium, 

$125.00 

$87.95 

polished blade 
#751 Premium, 

$75.00 

$54.95 

military finish 
#752 Combat, 

$75.00 

$54.95 

polished blade 
#753 Combat, 

$48.00 

$34.95 

military finish 

Wee-Hawk Boot Knives 

$48.00 

$34.95 

#701 Bone handles 

$85.00 

$59.95 

#703 Black mi carta 

$85.00 

$59.95 

#704 Camo mi carta 
#705 Black mi carta, 

$85.00 

$59.95 

military finish 

USA Bali-Songs 

$85.00 

$59.95 

#10 3" Utility blade 

$60.00 

$39.95 

#113" Tanto blade 

$60.00 

$39.95 

#68 3" Utility blade 

$75.00 

$54.95 

#69 3" Tanto blade 

$75.00 

$54.95 

#414" Utility blade 

$85.00 

$64.95 

#43 4" Wee-llawk blade 

$85.00 

$64.95 

#44 4" Tanto blade 

$85.00 

$64.95 

Large selection of custom Bali-Sottgs in stock. 


Kershaw 

RETAIL 

OUR PRICE 

#1005 Survival knife 
#1060SS Black Horse 

$160.00 

$119.95 

Survival Kit 

$80.00 

$59.95 

#1002 Special Agent 

$49.95 

$39.95 

#4351 Military Boot knife 

$75.00 

$59.95 

#4470 Stag Boot knife 
#1006 Amphibian 

$85.00 

$69.95 

W/leather sheath 

$39.95 

$31.95 

W/ divers' sheath 

$44.95 

$35.95 

#1007NC Trooper 

Al Mar 

$95.00 

$69.95 

#3003 Sere/A flack. 

RETAIL 

OUR PRICE 

camo micarta 
#3004 Sere/Attack, 

$175.00 

$157.50 

neoprene 

$175.00 

$157.50 

#3006 Sere 7" fixed blade 

$185.00 

$166.50 


#5001A Fang 1 

$120.00 

$108.00 

#5001B Fang n 

$160.00 

$144.00 

#4003 Utility Tanken 

$90.00 

$81.00 

#4004 Shugoto 

$100.00 

$90.00 

#1006AW Airweight 

$39.00 

$35.00 

Aitor 

RETAIL 

OUR PRICE 

Jungle Kingl 

$209.95 

$139.95 

Jungle King H* 

$109.95 

$79.95 

♦Specify black or satin blade 



Explorer/Brewer 



Survival knives 

RETAIL 

OUR PRICE 

#071-5 1/2" satin blade 

$150.00 

$99.95 

#073-6 1/2" black blade 

$160.00 

$104.95 

Buck 

RETAIL 

OUR PRICE 

#184 Buckm aster 

$169.95 

$119.95 

#185 Buckmasier LT 

$111.95 

$89.95 

#639 Fieldmate 

$56.95 

$44.95 

#619 Woodsmate 

$41.95 

$32.95 

#106 Hunters axe 

$82.95 

$65.95 

#401 Kalinga 

$102.95 

$81.95 

Military Issue Knives 

OUR PRICE 

USAF Survival knife 


$15.95 

USMC WWII Ka-Bar 


$27.95 

USMC Combat knife 


$17.95 

Navy MK 3 


$33.95 

British FS dagger 


$28.95 

Aitor Spanish Combat 


$49.95 

Tekna 

RETAIL 

OUR PRICE 

T6500 Extra Edge 

$11.95 

$9.50 

T7000 Security Card 

$24.95 

$19.50 

T6000 Micro Knife, satin 

$31.95 

$25.50 

T6010 Micro Knife, black 

$36.95 

$29.50 


Victorinox Swiss Army Knives 


Champion 

$45.90 

$36.95 

Huntsman 

$26.90 

$21.95 

Climber 

$23.00 

$18.95 

Camper 

$19.30 

$15.95 

Spartan 

$14.50 

$11.95 

Classic 

$11.40 

$9.50 


♦Available with black or red handles, please specify 


Gerber 

RETAIL 

OURPRICE 

Guardian 

$42.50 

$34.00 

Guardian Camo 

$49.50 

$39.50 

Guardian II Camo 

$69.50 

$55.50 

Mark I 

$49.50 

$39.50 

Mark II 

$59.50 

$47.50 

Command I 

$49.50 

$39.50 

Tac II 

$89.50 

$71.50 

Frisco Shiv 
#M13 single edge 

$40.00 

$32.00 

#M22 double edge 

$44.00 

$35.00 

Clip-Lock River Knives 

Single edge 

$29.50 

$23.50 

Double edge 

$3250 

$26,00 

LST black or orange 

$19.50 

$15.50 

LST camouflage 

$2250 

$18.00 

Ultralight LST 
black, red or blue 

$14.95 

$12.00 

Lansky Sharpeners 


Standard (3 stone) 

$33.00 

$26.00 

Deluxe (5 stone) 

$48.00 

$38.00 

Cold Steel 

Complete line of Cold Steel in stock. Price on rcqucsL 

Spyderco Clip-lts™ 


Worker, 2 5/8" clip p L 

$45.00 

$36.00 

Mariner, 31/2" sheepsfoot 

$55.00 

$44.00 

Hunter, 2 5/8" drop pt. 

$45.00 

$36.00 

Executive, 21/8" drop pL 

$41.00 

$3250 

Standard, 2 5/8" skinning 

$30.00 

$24.00 

Police, 3 7/8" mod. clip pL 

$66.00 

$5250 

Tri-Angle Sharpener 

$35.00 

$28.00 

Order serrated ornon-serraled, left or right hand 

use. 


404 S. 8th St 
Boise, ID 83702 
1-208-343-7640 

SHIPPING: S3 TO 48-STATES, $7 TO APO'S, FTO*S, 
ALASKA, HAWAII & CANADA S6 COD CHARGE. SEND 
SI FOR OUR SPECIAL KNIFE CATALOG - CATALOG IS 
FREE WITH YOUR PURCHASE. 


(£utleri) 

<S><10We 
























40 ISSUES OF SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

I4L YOURS FOR ONLY $2^95 

SAVE 30% OFF ONE-YEAR SINGLE-COPY PRICE* 


O Send me one year (12 issues) of SOF for $24.95 


Name:. 


Address:. 
City:___ 


.State:. 


. Zip:. 


XYSDR6 


O Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only) O VISA O MasterCard 
Card#_Exp. Date:_Signature:_ 


Payment must accompany order. (Offer good in U.S., Canada & Mexico only. Foreign & Special domestic rates available upon request.) 
Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for your first copy to be mailed. 

•Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $36. Offer Expires 6/30/87 


GIFT 


OF SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
YOURS FOR ONLY $0095 


SAVE 36% OFF ONE-YEAR SINGLE-COPY PRICE* 

r GIVEN BY: 


Name:. 


Address:. 
City:_ 


. State:. 


-Zip:. 


XYSDE6 


O Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only) O VISA O MasterCard 
Card#_Exp. Date:_Signature:- 


SEND TO: 

Name:_ 


Address:. 


City:. 


. State: _ 


.Zip:. 


Payment must accompany order. (Offer good in U.S., Canada & Mexico only* Foreign & Special domestic rates available upon request.) 
Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for your first copy to be mailed, 

'Savings based on annual newsstand rate of $36. Offer Expires 6/30/87 


























□ Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only) 

□ MasterCard □ VISA 

Card #_ Exp. Date 

Signature_ 


Name:_ l _ 

Address:_ 

City:_State:_Zip Code:_ 

BYSTB6 

(Payment must accompany order. Offer good in U.S., Mexico & Canada only. Foreign & Special 
Domestic rates available upon request.) Please allow 6-8 weeks for your first copy to be mailed. 

SOLDIER FORTUNE 

Offer expires 6/30/87 











NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST CLASS _ PERMIT NO. 8 _ MT. MORRIS, IL 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE 

P.O. Box 348 

Mt. Morris, IL 61054-9984 



























Knifeco P.O. Box 5271, Hialeah Lakes, FL 33014 

f 

Please send me: 

□ 1 Survival Knife @ $29.95 plus $4.00 for shipping and handling. 

□ 2 Survival Knives @ $57.95 plus $4.00 for shipping and handling. 
Specify: 

□ Black handle with black sheath and black coated blade. 

□ Camouflage handle with green sheath and black coated blade. 

Fbrirfa residents add 5% tax. Orders out of USA $8.00 shipping and handling- 

Charge my □ MasterCard □ Visa □ American Express 
□ Check enclosed □ Money Order 
Credit Card Number: 


More than just a knife. 

5” inch water tight aluminum hollow handle. 
Screw off liquid filled compass. 

Rugged leather sheath with its own 
sharpening stone. 

Useful survival kit inside handle features 
wire saw, matches, needles, nylon Line, fishhooks 
and sinkers. 

Attractive gift box. 


SORRY, NO COD ORDERS 


To order by mail, use coupon or separate sheel. 
payment or credit card information wilh expiration 
card number and signature. 


- SnUslacrinn 
guaranteed. 
V Just return 
W unused within 
r 7 weeks with all 
pails in original 
patkaga for refund. 


nr t i i i i i i i i i i i i ii m 

Expiration Date: | 

1 M 1 II 1 


Authorized Signature 



Name 

Phone 


Address 

City 

. State Zip 


























